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LIFE I N_P A R I S. 

Paris, May 20, 1868. 

The Weather—'I he International Congress— 
The Queen of Holland and the Prince Royal 
of Wurtemberg Guests at the Tuileries—A 
Duel B-. tween the Co editor of the Figaro and 
a Sub-Lieutenant—The Horticultural Annual 
Exhibition at the Palais de Industrie — Mile. 
Riston in Phedre — Mr. Proudhon — Mr. 
H me. 

To the Editor of the National Era: 

Since the first of May, we have had a succes¬ 
sion of cold rainy days, which have kept vege¬ 
tation sadly in cheek, and spring garbs are laid 
aside till the gentle southern zephyrs again fa- 


The long-expected International Congress has 
at length been in sesaion for several days. The 
result is not yet known, and the newspapers 
dare not breathe a word until the Moniteur opens 
its columns to the anxious public. 

At the Tuileries, never-failing festivities are 
offered in honor of the Royal guests now there. 
The Queen of Holland, daughter of the King of 
Wurtemberg, and consin to Prince Napoleon 
and Princess Hathilde, will spend some weeks 
here and at Fontainebleau, and her only brother, 
heir to the crown of Wurtemberg, is als6 here, 
to pay his humble respects to the man of the 

The preference shown to the soldiers by the 
Emperor makes these iron eaters insufferably 
overbearing. The younger officers, especially, 
Bhow their importance, where they are favored 
with admission, and sometimes give great dis' 
satisfaction to those not liking to be jostled and 
pushed about at the risk of having their garbs 
rented by their formidable spurs. Such repeat¬ 
ed and ungentlemanly behaviour called forth 
from the co-editor of the witty Figaro some pi- 
quaute criticisms on the manners and the beha¬ 
viour of the new sehool of sub-lientenants. His 

witticisms outraged the delicate- point 

d’honneur of the sons of Mars, and the Figaro 
was scarcely distributed, when Henri de Pene, 
author of the article, received a challenge. 
Henri, true to his nation, accepted it, and, at 
the appointed hour, appeared in the forests of | 
Saint Germain, in company with his seconds. 
The brave officer who took upon himself to 
avenge the offence in the name of all the sub¬ 
lieutenants of the Freneh army was on the field 
of battle, escorted by his friends. Swords were 
drawn, and f 'the encounter took place in due 
form. Henri, the man of genius, wounded the 
professional swordsman in the arm; the blood 
fled freely enough from the slight wound to 
wipe away the stain from that delicate point 
d’honneur ; the combatants shook hands, and 
were on the point of leaving the grounds, when 
one of the seconds of the wounded sub-lieuten¬ 
ant stepped forward, and insulted Henri de 
Pene in the grossest possible manner, striking 
him several times in the face, and challenging 
the bewildered man to draw his sword, without 
delay, which Mr. de Pene did not hesitate to do; 
but his antagonist, being an experienced duel- 
list, felled him to the ground in a few seconds, 
mortaly wounded. This unprecedented proceed¬ 
ing on the part of a second has created a great 
excitement among the Parisians. But what 
does it all amount to ? There is not a channel 
open for the expression of public opinion; the 
poor co editor will most probably expire, and 
the sub lieutenant may possibly be transferred 
to another regiment; there will be the end of 
’the matter. 

Our own capital has of late unfortunately 
been the theatre disgraced by many such en¬ 
counters, but, deplorable as they are, there still 
exists a popular opinion in the United States, 
theindignation of which can be freely and frank¬ 
ly expressed in the strongest and most appro¬ 
priate terms, both in print and by word of I 
month. 

The Imperial and Central Meeting of the 
Horticultural Society is now- holding its annual 
exhibition at the Palais de [’Industrie, in the 
Champs Elysees. This palace, you will re¬ 
member, was erected for the universal exhibi¬ 
tion of 1855, and is an enormous stone edifice, 
roofed over with glass, making of it a magnifi¬ 
cent greenhouse. This vast arena is laid out 
in the most tasty and artistic manner, little 
mounds rising here and there to break the n 
notony, embellished with clusters of shrubs __ 
fall bloom; in the midst of which, a refreshing 
little rivulet winds its way, enlivened by swans 
and ducks, with rustic bridges occasionally 
thrown over it. " 

The rivulet takes its source at a rich jet d’eau, 
to spread its refreshing element over that pre¬ 
cious and beautiful variety of aquatic plants. 
The northern fir-trees tower majestically over 
rare collections of yuccas, palms, and other 
offsprings of the tropical climes. 

The rich greensward is charmingly blended 
and studded with masses of flowers of the rich¬ 
est hue. Here you behold a splendid group 
of peony arborescent of sixty varieties; there, 
the moat charming collection of rododendrons, 
among which there was a Jenny Lind , sweet 
as herself; then there is a forest of roses, com¬ 
posed of all the bolors of Nature’s rich palet; 
innumerable pelargoniums, and thousands of 
curious hot-house plants. Under the gigantic 
gallery there are garden utensils, books on hor¬ 
ticulture, various garden furniture, and all 
sorts of inventions for killing injurious insects, 
making a complete exhibition, not only charm¬ 
ing to toe cursory visiter, but highly interesting 
to the amateurs and professional gardeners. 

There is also a large collection of the products 
of Algeria, which attracts particular attention 
from its variety and beauty. 

Madame Riston’s performance of Racine’s 
Phedre, considered Rachel's sublimest produc¬ 
tion, has for the two past weeks excited great 
curiosity and interest, the house filled to the 
remotest corners by a public breathless to 
praise dr condemn, considering it a presump¬ 
tion on the part of a foreigner to perform an 
Italian translation of a French tragedy, immor¬ 
talized by the interpretation of the greatest 
French tragedienne. We wonder, indeed, at 
Madsme Ri&tori’s courage; and great must I* 
the confidence she feels in her own power, 
venture before such a public in a character 
rendered familiar to them by Miss Rachel’s 
frequent .performance of it. Racine’s Phedre 
is undoubtedly the finest tragedy in French 
li.erature. Phedre, the heroine, is condemned, 
by the inexorable animosity of Venus, to be the 
victim of an unlawful passion for her step-son, 
HippoIytus,-and she undergoes all the suffer 
ings springing from hopeless love, rage, jeal¬ 
ousy, madness, and despair. Madame Ristori’s 
conception of these grand tragic elements was 
as widely different from Miss Rachel’s, as are 
their natures. The former is ardent, fervent, 
and passionate in her love, whilst the latter 
was fierce and terrible in her passion. Miss. 
Rachel's performance, as an artistic production,' 
was doubtless superior to Madame Ristori’ 
but the latter is infinitely more capable of l 
curing to herself the tender sympathies of her 
audience than was Rachel. Her French audi¬ 
ence was not even able to draw a comparison 
between them ; and yet so gratifying was her 
performance of that well known character, from 
beginning to end, loud applause, bouquets, and 
recalls, satisfactorily expressed the admiration 
she excited. 

M. Proudhon, the Socialist, recently publish¬ 
ed a work, against which a prosecution was 
ordered. It is dedicated to the Cardinal Arch¬ 
bishop fit Besanpin, and written in the form 
of letters,. addressed to that high dignitary. 
The reason of his adopting it, he explains, is, 
that the Cardinal gave M. Eugene de Mire- 
court, author of the One Hundred Biographies, 


which have made so much noise, details re¬ 
specting Proudhon’s youth. The prelate’s let¬ 
ter has just been brought out, and is as follows: 

“Sir: Mr.Proudhon never studied in any of 
oar religious schools; in fact, there is no es 
tablishment of the kind at Besanpon. I have 
always heard it said that it was at the College 
of BeEar pon that he went through the part of 
his studies which he was able to complete. I 
have heard Mr. Ordinaire, formerly rector of 
the Academy of Besanf on, who died in 1843, 
state that when Mr. Proudhon solicited the 
Academy of Belles Lettres of Besarqon to 
nominate him to a gratuitous place at the 
Suard school which it disposed of, the members 
exceedingly moved to learn that in his 
youth, Mr. Proudhon, son of a shoeing-smith, 
prevented by the poverty ©f his parents from 
continuing his studies, and having to take care 
of his sick mother, obtained permission, after a 
time, to attend the classes of the college. He 
followed his studies whilst serving his parents, 
and as he had not sufficient books, aad espe¬ 
cially dictionaries, he used to leave home be¬ 
fore toe hour of school, and placing himself 
near the building, when a pupil arrived with 
his boobs, he stopped him, and, using his books, 
filled up the words which he had omitted. The 
excesses of the unfortunate Proudhon, his 'out¬ 
rages towards God and man, do not prevent us 
from being just towards him ; and it is to ren¬ 
der homage to truth, that I say what precedes. 

“ Cebaire, 

“ Cardinal Archbishop of Besang on, 
“P. 8.—Proudhon is a native of Chanans, 
parish of Node (Doubs ;) his family was, ‘‘ 
said, thoroughly revolutionary. The bat 
his character is irritation and bitterness against 
society, from which he thought himself banish¬ 
ed by the poverty of his family. Having been 
able by the force of his mind to arrive at a cer¬ 
tain point of instruction, which, though imper¬ 
fect cn the one hand, is profound on the other, 
he elevated for himself a pedestal on which he 
would wish to receive the homage of the uni- 
srae, to the prejudice of God, who is for him 
rival. Proudhon is therefore not an atheist— 
e is an enemy of God.” 

A dinner was given a few days ago, at the 
Restaurant Pestel, to Mr. Home, on the occa¬ 
sion of his marriage with Mile. Kroll, daughter 
of the Russian General of that name, and sis¬ 
ter of the Countess Kouchelef. Among the 
persons present were the brother of the Rev. 
Father Laeordaire, Count Dotirehes, Count de 
Sanzillon, Baron de Retz, Baron de. Meyendorf, 
&c., &e. Mr. Home is on the point of depar¬ 
ture for Russia. 


Here is something for our young read- 
rs. Perhaps we ought to think of them often- 


Frorfi the Little Pilgrim. 

THE BUTTERFLY’S BIRTHDAY. 


In a garden belonging to a lady, who lived 
less than a hundred miles from here, was a 
peculiarly beautiful moss-rose bush. One bright 
sunny morning in June, under the shade of 
this bush, there might have been seen two but¬ 
terflies, engaged in a very earnest consultation. 
The more beautiful of the two had on a bril¬ 
liant pea-green jacket, spotted with yellow and 
red, very tight fitting brown troweers—and his 
bright little eyes twinkled like diamonds. His 
name was Cheri. The other butterfly was his 
sister, and sue was called Charmante. She 
was much older than her brother, and conse¬ 
quently did not wear quite such a gaudy dress 
but still they made a very showy couple. 

The garden in which they, were was famed 
far and near for its beauty, and for its hundred 
different kinds of roses, which with the beds of 
heliotrope and mignionette, so perfumed the 
air that you could perceive the odor when at 
quite a distance. Beside these, there were 
tulips and geraniums of the most beautiful spe¬ 
cies. Verbenas, cacti, and sweet peas, grew in 
great profusion; all kinds of lilies, from the 
stately white to the modest little bells of the 
lily of the valley. There was, too, a beautiful 
fountain in the garden. A graceful water- 
nymph held in her hand a vase, from ^which 
spooted a jet of water to the height of twenty 
feet. 

Little Cherie was begging his sister to let him 
have a grand party the next day, because he 
would then be exactly ope week old—quite a 
mature age for a butteifiy. He tea zed his sis¬ 
ter until at last she gave her consent. When 
Cherie heard this, he showed his delight by 
catting several capers so strange, that Cbar- 
mante told him he must remember how old 
he was. Cheri immediately sat down by his 
sister, and was very dignified'all the rest of the 
time. Charmante then asked him who he 
would like to invite. 

“ Oh,” said he, “ there are all the Butter¬ 
flies that we know, and the Hummingbirds, I 
and the Crickets, and Locusts, and Grasshop¬ 
pers, and ”-— 

“ Stop! stop ! ” cried his sister, “ not so 
fast. I will get a piece of lily leaf, a>id write 
the different names down as you give them to 
me—now I am ready.” 

“ Well, thure is Mr. Gaywing, and his six 
brothers antf sisters, and Mr. Spotter and his 
wife, and Miss Greenspot. I mention these 
first, because they are the moat fashionable 
people.” 

“ That makes ten,” said Charmante. 

“ Let me see—we must have our friends the 
Bluebottle FlieB, they look so pretty by lamp 
light. How many of them do we know, sister? ” 

“ Well,” said Charmante, stopping in- her 
writing to count, “ there is the family in the 
Rsd Tulip on the next walk, there’s eighteen 
of them—and we know three of the yoUDg 
ladies who live in Sweet Pea Hall; that makes 
twenty one. 1 ' 

“ Then,” continued Cheri, “ we must have 
Mr. Beetle, for he is a knight of great distinc- 
"tion, and always wears such a shining black 
armor. We will not have the Misses Muaquito, 
the Messrs. Gnat and Flea, unless they 
promise to lay aside their stings before they 
come. 1 will ask jolly Mr. Cricket to con 
and not forget to bring his fiddle with him, 
that he may play for us to dance.” 

“ Why don’t you invite the beautiful Miss 
Firefly, Cheri I ” said Charmante, archly, “ 7 
thought you were so much in love with her.” 

“ So 1 am,” said Cheri, growing very red , 

but because I did not mention her first, it 
does not follow that the last shall be least. 
Put her name down. Now write Mr. Locust, 
his wife and child, and Mr. Miller, his wife and 
two daughters.” • ', 

“ But Cheri,” said Charmante, “ you have 
not yet given my the name of Grandfather 
Longlegs. He must have an invitation, for. he 
is respected by everybody.” 

“ Very well,” Batd Cheri, “ and to show my 
respect, I will go -myself and ask him. Now 
we must have our friends the Hummingbirds, 
because they always dress so gayly, and dance 
so prettily ; and then I must not forget to ask 
the Grasshoppers who live near us. I think 
that is enough. And, sister, please write the 
invitations now, and I will take them around.” 

They were soon written, and Cheri took them 
to the houses of the people-for whom they were 
intended. Breide those that have been men- 


cept Mr. Miller, who had signed his wings very 
badly toe night before, by flying too near a 
light, and his wife bad to stay at home to take 
care of him; but she said the children Bhould 

When Cheri got home, he was pretty thorough¬ 
ly tired and ready for bed. 

The next morning he was awake with the 
Ban, and immediately set about putting the par¬ 
lor and dining, room in order, and getting toe 
ball room ready for toe dancers. When he had 
made them nice and clean, he went around 
gathering dew from the different flowers in a 
little bucket made out of a blue bell. All the 
morning was spent in getting the refreshments 
and dishes ready. Tneir table was a smooth 
block of perfumed wood, but how it reached 
their dining room, no one knows. The cloth 


n together. The plates were leaves.of di'f, 
ferent kinds of flowers. They also had a lea 
set made of acorns, which their friends the 
Hummingbirds had given them. The refresh 
ments consisted of honey, which Cheri had pro¬ 
cured from the flowers growing in such plenty 
around them, rose-water, which Charmante her 
self had distilled, and many other luxuries 
They also prepared all the different delicacies 
of which they knew their friends were most 
fond. When they had done this, Charmante 
covered the tables with another rose leaf cloth, 
until the company should arrive. 

Charmante had intended to have the party 
early tn the morning, but Cheri remembered 
that-Miss Firefly was never so pretty in the day¬ 
time as she was at night, and therefore he in¬ 
sisted upon having it in the evening. 

About five o’clock, the company began to ar 
rive. First came Mr, Spotter and his wife. Mr. 
Spotter was a very gay young butterfly, who 
had recently been married. Then came Mr. 
Beetle, and he looked exceedingly grand in hie 
shining armor. Old Grandfather Longlegs got 
there soon after, and he had a very wise ap¬ 
pearance, with his spectacles and snuff colored 
coat. The place was soon crowded with Hum¬ 
mingbirds of the smallest and most delicate 
forms, Houseflies, Blue bottle-flies, Grasshop¬ 
pers, and Millers. The Crickets, Locusts, and 
Katydids, who were to be the musicians, came 
quite late, and they were very welcome, for the 
guests were just getting a little tired, and poor 
Cheri was at his wit’s end to find something to 
amuse them with. The musicians were greeted 
with shouts of joy by the youug people. They 
took up their instruments, and went upon a 
kind of stage made on purpose for them. They 
no sooner began playing, than all the young 
ladies and gentlemen commenced dancing. In 
the middle of the dance, Miss Firefly arrived, 
and Cheri, who had been watching anxiously 
for her coming, left his partner, and rushing to 
his “ ladie love,” he would dance with none, 
except her that evening. 

Miss Greenspot, with whom he was dancing, 
and who had been “setting her cap” for 
Cheri, was very much astonished and offended, 
with the sight which had been offered her. 
Charmante made a great many apologies for 
her brother’s rudeness, but she would not be 
appeased until Mr. Gaywing presented himself 
in the place of Cheri. Nor did heoffer himself 
then alone, but afterwards, when the dancers 
went out to cool themselves in the fresh air, it 
is supposed that some more serious proposal 
was made. Nobody really knows what hap¬ 
pened, but every person can say that Miss 
Greenspot's eyes were brighter, and her face 
wore a happier look than usual, and that Mr. 
Gaywing was a great deal gayer all the rest of 
the evening. And indeed, if a person might 
judge from the smiles and tender looks which 
were exchanged between Miss Firefly and 
Cheri, he would say that a similar conversation 
had taken place between them. 

After supper, with which every one was de¬ 
lighted, the young people played all-manner of 
games of running and leaping, while the old 
ones enjoyed the more quiet amusement of 
talking over the affairs of the day. After they 
got tired of this, they had some more n 
and dancing,, and then they went home. 

Cheri’s birthday party was talked about and 
praised all over the neighborhood for two whole 
days, and the third day there was a double 
wedding. Miss Greenspot and Mr. Gavwins. 
Cheri and Miss Firefly. 

Washington, D. C. 


CHAPTER THE THrRD. 

“My! mother! who’s yon?” cried Marian, 
as a iaShionably-dressed man came up the re¬ 
nowned paved road, looking inquiringly at the 
parsonage.’ 

He was,, a military-looking individual, and 
walking with his umbrella under his left arm 
in the manner of a sword, and with that inde¬ 
scribable something in his appearance and air ; 
that I spoke the man of the world—the man j 
about town—the London man of good society, j 

Rosa by chance raised her eyes at the excla¬ 
mation. It was a mere chance; for she had 
been bo often entrapped by the like bullet of 
wonderment shot out of Marian’s mouth, that 
she h'ad learnt to disregard it now altogether. 
For Marian’s “yon” had never turned out to 
be auything better than a dirty fisherman or a 
bewildered beggar. (But the latter was a pub¬ 
lic character, if by Chance one so misguided 
found himself in Lone-house Dale; and as for 
organ boys, or buy-a-brooms, or monkeys, of 
white mice, they were real lord-mayor raree- 
shows to .old and young, and received popular 
ovations far superior to anything we metropol¬ 
itans could do.) Or it might have been Far- 
met\.8£>n»d-set’s new cart of staring red and 
blue, or a hand-barrow of unsavory fish, or a 
couple of little schoolgirls in a new frock apiece, 
or even a curly-tailed dog that Marian did not 
happen to recognise. For in Lone house Dale 
anything living — certainly any thing human, 
native or foreign—was an event with a capital 
E, and in italics. 

If Rosa had Been a brother, she conld not 
have felt a more sudden rush of pleasure than 
she did at the sight Of this military-looking 
In London, she would probably not have 
noticed him; in Lone house Dale, he was an 
Event to her as well as to the rest. She had 
been six months here now—all through the 
long, dull, dreary winter, arid, like a dainty pal¬ 
ate brought to the reception of gastronomic 
simplicity by fasting, she by the isolation of an 
ungenial atmosphere was brought to desire and 
appreciate the blessing of fit companionship as 
she had never done before. Moreover, she 
recognised the stranger as Captain Morris, 
whom she had known very slightly in town, 
though now, indeed, she felt inclined to extend 
that alighl; acquaintance into a postive friend¬ 
ship. But she made no remark; while Marian 
and her mother beat each other’s brains in vain 
conjectures as to “ who it could be, and what 
ever could he want here now, in Lone-house 
Dale ? staring, too, at their house so! ” 

After looking at the house for some time, as 
if to assure himself that it was “ all right,” the 
gentleman opened the little wicket-gate, and 

-1 up the pebbly garden walk, through the 

of cockle and oyster shells set up on end 
each side, like Quite Contrary Mary’s garden 
of silver bells, and cockle shells, and pretty 
maids all of a row, row, row. He looked about 
him as even London men—those civilized rep¬ 
resentatives of Indian stolidity—look at provin¬ 
cial eccentricities, then knocked at the small 
grass-green door, with its glaring brass lion’s 
head knocker, till the whole house shook and 
echoed under the power of his wrist, and his de¬ 
monstrative manner of self-announcement. 

“Oh my, mother! he’s coming here!” cried 
Marian, in a tone of intense terror. 

“Lord a-mercy 1 ” said Mrs. Doveton, settling 
her cap, “so he is. What ever can he want 
here, I wonder ? I hope he aint a swindler, or 
some dreadful thing like that, Rosa; yet aint it 
odd, now?” 

“I believe I know him slightly,” said Rosa, 
in her quiet way, for she was sufficiently good- 
natured not to like to see people uncomforta¬ 
ble; perhaps because their fussiness annoyed 
her. “ He ie not a swindler, or any one to be 
alarmed at—he is simply a Captain Morris, of 
the. r—th, who used to visit us sometimes on 
state occasions.” 

“Oh, law! how did he find you out now?” 
sa : d Mrs. Doveton; for, “ to the best of her be¬ 
lief, Rosa had never written a letter to chick 
child since into the house she came,” as s 
said to her husband only so late ago as If 
night; “ and how could he have found her c 
now?” 

“ He does not know I am here,” said Rosa. 
“ It is a pure accident that he has come at all; 
I,give you my word,” she added, gravely, for 
she saw Mrs. Doveton making eyes at Marian, 
true to the first instinct of an underbred wo¬ 
man ; and next to stealing or telling fibs, Rosa 
thought it the greatest possible insult that conld 
be offered to her to suppose that she was i 
love, or “ encouraged ” any man whatsoever. 

“O dear, we shall see about that,” said Mrs. 
Doveton, with what was intended to be an arch 
look; but her eyes were too small, and their 
lids too fat to be arch, so that they were rather 
leery than anything else. 

At that moment the gawky servant girl, who 
had quite along parley before she would admit 
the visiter, threw open the door with a bang 
and a flutter, bawling, “ please, ma’am, ye’r 
wanted/’ as if she had been hailing a ship at 

Glad to see you, sir,” said Mrs. Doveton, 
much flustered, and making a, seriea of fat lit¬ 
tle bobbmg curtesys ; while Marian stood erect 
and crimson, hanging her head and sidling be¬ 
hind her mother. Then, almost before Cap¬ 
tain Morris had finished his preliminary bow, 
she began to nudge her mother in the back, 
saying, in a loud whisper, “ Mother—mother, 
wont the gentleman sit down?—ask him, moth¬ 
er; mother, ask him” (crescendo;) all in a 
broad provincial accent, and with a voice that 
grated like steel rods.carried oyer a rough Btreet. 

Robb was on the sofa, shrouded in the shad¬ 
ow of the dingy curtain. Her black dress 
helped to conceal her, as well as the shadow in 
which she. was placed, so that Captain Morris 
did not see her at all, and accepted Marian’ 
uncouth invitation without even so much a 
knowing that another person was in the room 
Bnt when he was seated, and before he could 
open on th9 business of his visit, Rosa’s smooth, 
still, lady-like voice, said, very quietly, “I think 
I have had the pleasure of seeing Captain Mor¬ 
ris before.” • 

“ And I know that voice,” said Captain Mor¬ 
ris, with a start, for it seemed almost like a 
piece of ventriloquism, coming so suddenly 
from nothing. He rose so quickly that he up- 
. set his chair, which, however, he picked up again 
with less than the average loss of dignity, and 


L 0 N E - H 0 U S E DALE, 

CHAPTER THE SECOND—Continued. 

And day by day the young squire went to 
the Lone-house; each day a few minutes ear¬ 
lier than the last—leaving later; until Mrs. 

Doveton nudged her husband with her elbow, 
and said, in a loud whisper, “ Eh, papa ! I 
think they’d best be married soon.” And 
Marian felt quite bride like in her bashfulness 
and her consciousness. But what was the 
most bewildering thing of all was, that every 
day his manners to Marian grew more rude 
and careless ; and his exhortations to her, to 
“ copy Miss there,” more perplexing to 
whom notice taking and reproof rendered c 
awkward and unmanageable. For Marian 
not unlike a shying horse. She, required t 
peculiar treatment to get on with at all. No 
one else saw the change gradually creeping 
over the lover; perhaps he was not aware of it 
himself. Marian was the only one to feel that 
there was a change at all; but even she would 
have been puzzled to give it a name. The 
father and mother were far too simple to dream 
of such a thing as infidelity to a promise ; 

Rosa tob proud to imagine that a creature she 
held very little higher than she would a Bornean 
ape would dare raise his eyes to her level; and 
Marian h|d too little self-reliance and too little 
conscious introspection to act or reflect on 
own dumb struggling perceptions. But it 
nothing so definite as a perception ; nothing so 
marked as an idea. It was simply an uneasy 
kind of vague, dreamy feeling, .which made her 
sad without revealing to he.r the cause of her 
sadness. She was uncoriifortable now when 
Mr. Rawlinson said to her, with a coarse kind 
of bantering slap on her shoulders, “ My word, 

Marian, but you are just like a great horse by 
the side of Miss Arden, yonder 1 ”—though 
onpe she would have taken such’a speech and 
such a gesture as love making, and have been 
pleased and thrilled at the novelty of such fa¬ 
miliarity from any man. 

As for Rosa, she was positively pining away 
under the oppression of the Doveton love. 

They fussed, and caressed, and fidgeted about 
her, till she felt Overloaded—oppressed—like an 
over burdened wayfarer, lying down’ under her 
weight in a kind of despairing patience. They 
gave her up all the best things of the house, 
with no grudging, but still with awfully osten¬ 
tatious hospitality. For instance, one day Mrs. 

Doveton brought in her toilet pin-cuBhion, which 
was covered with coarse knitting over hard 
pink glazed calico, where it was a very fight 
with the pins to get them through, and where, 
when they had gone in with a crack and a 
struggle, they sank down between the loops, and 

disappeared mysteriously; and this pin-cushion, __. _ 0 __ 

edged round with tawdry mock lace, the good then made a few steps hurriedly to the darkness, 
soul brought to Rosa—when Rosa was dress- “ I know the voice,” he repeated—“but in this 


n ashamed to say—I cannot quite 


is formed of a great many damask rose leares, I incense. 


had no conventional delicacy; and with a 
beaming smile on her well-soaped face, she 
gave it to her, with a great motherly hug, say¬ 
ing, “ Here, darling, I can do with anything— 
this is for you. Aint it pretty, now? It is 
just fit for our pearl.” To which Rosa, ac¬ 
customed to the elegance and perfection of a 
London house, would smile -faintly, and say, 

“ Very,” as if she had been eating, lemons, and 
could not .open her lips. They consulted her 
wishes in matters about which she had no wish 
at all, and asked her taste in things so vilely 
ugly, and so horribly combined, that she could 
have no choice between them. Marian would 
worry her life out, asking her a dozen times in 
the week if that hideous little star ip the middle 
of the lawn should be filled with china-asters or 
anemones ; or, “ Wouldn’t a bed of rockets or 
hollyhocks, with a border of nasturtiums, be 
pretty ? ” And Mrs. Doveton consulted her 
every day about dinner, asking her choice be¬ 
tween potato pot and Irish stew, or hashed 
mutton and toad ina-hole, till Rosa loathed 
the very mention of dinner, and one day said, 
wearied!y,,“ O, dear Mrs. Doveton, do not ask 
me, for 1 would rather go without food entirely 
than have the trouble of ordering it”—a speech 
that hurt Mrs. Dovetoh’s mind extensively, and 
that she did' riot grit over for many a long’ day. 
Altogether, they flattered her and they worried 
her; they loved and they bothered her so in¬ 
conveniently and so unmercifully, that Rosa, 
for very weariness, would wish herself dead 
beneath the salt wave a thousand times, rather 
than have fallen on such a home of stifling J 
adoration. Nothing but her indolence kept 
her with them. One ounce more of energy in 
her brain and will, and she would have left 
them—driven out from them by their unre¬ 
strained love and by the heavy vapor of their 


twilight—I 

“Do you remember the Ardens, of- 

Square?” said Rosa, holding out her hand. 

“ Good heavens, Miss Arden ! how in the 
name of wonder came you here ? ” he exclaim¬ 
ed, with such unfeigned surprise that Rosa 
smiled as she made room for him on the sofa 
by her side. For his words meant, “ How can 
yon, the type of refinement, live in a place 
where they trim their garden with cockle¬ 
shells?—how can you breathe in a room where 
the windows never seem to be opened, and 
where there is an omnipresent smell of old 
woollen, apples, and turpentine?—and how 
can you make a companion of a freckle-faced 
girl, that talks bad Euglish. and says ‘Sir? ’ ” 

So Rosa explained briefly how it all had 
come about; how that her father had failed, 
been shipwrecked, and was drowned, and how 
that she had been preserved from the wreck by 
her gifod friends here—Rosa’s heart heaved 
with pride as she forced her unwilling lips to 
say this word—who had kept her ever i' 
and would not hear of her leaving them, 
all of which Mrs. Doveton listened open-eyed, 
smoothing her apron, and ejaculating “ Lord 
bless her 1 ” when Rosa spoke of their hospital¬ 
ity, alfieit she did Speak so meagerly and un- 
affectionately; and putting in a “ Certainly 
not, never,” when she said they would not part 
with her—Marian, on the edge of her chair, 
bolt upright and uncomfortable, thinking it 
scarcely decorous that Rosa should tell her per¬ 
sonal history to any man not “ father nor Mist’ 
Rawl’ns’n.” 

“ But I am taking up your valuable 
added Rosa, as she finished her story ; “ and I 
dare say you ane anxious to transact your busi¬ 
ness, whatever it might be.” 

“O, my business is not of much importance,' 
said Captain Morris, turning to Mrs. Doveton’ 
cap, but looking at Rosa; “ I have merely dis¬ 


covered that an eccentric old uncle of mine 
lived in this house many years ago—before Mr. 
Doveton’s incumbency ; and I have reason to 
believe that he left a large quantity of papers, 
family relics, letters, accounts, &e., of neither 
use nor interest to any but ourselves. I chanced 
to be in toe neighborhood, and therefore I 
thought I might as well utilize my visit to Lone- 
house Dale, by trespassing on your kindness 
so far as to ask you if you knew of any such 
manuscripts left by the former proprietor.” 

“ No-o-o,” said Mrs. Doveton, hesitatingly, 
for she was too bewildered to be correct. 

“ Mother I” expostulated Marian, “ why, up 
in the hayloft there’s heaps of papers, only the 
rats have gnawed ’em, and I’ve heard lather 
tell that they belonged to the queer’ old man 
who lived here before us.” 

“Well, ye3—call- your father,” said Mrs. 
Doveton. “ I beg your pardon, sir, but I quite 
forgot the hayloft rubbish.” 
t “ Thousand apologies—trouble—ashamed, 
I’m sure,” said Captain Morris, rising to ac¬ 
company Marian to the door; at which proceed¬ 
ing Marian jibbed and sidled, and blushed and 

;eted, and finally tore toe door from his 

ids in a pardXyism of shame and confusion; 
running all out of breath to her father’s study, 
to tell what a queer man was in the parlor, and 
he was to come directly—“ a man with mus¬ 
taches, father,” she said, as the climax. 

Apple-faced, good tempered, fussy little Mr. 
Doveton pulled up his George-t.be Fourth neck¬ 
cloth, and pulled down his short black waist¬ 
coat, and bustled and fussed and' trotted about 
as if he were going to do the most important 
thing since Hannibal crossed the Alps, or Na¬ 
poleon went down the broad flight of steps at 
Fontainebleau a discrowned monarch ; and in 
a few minutes he was standing before Captain 
Morris, shaking that gentleman warmly by the 
hand, quite alter the manner of an old ac¬ 
quaintance, and proffering all sorts of hospita- 
' ’e services. 

“Manuscripts in the hayloft?—left by my 
very worthy bnt somewhat eccentric predeces¬ 
sor?— littera scripta et excerpt a ? ” 

“ Yes, my dear sir; delighted to serve’ you, 
and only wish I could do more for any friend 
of our pet Rosa here.” 

At which piece of familiarity, Captain Mor¬ 
ris—tall, military, cool nerved Captain Morris— 
fairly started, from his beard to his boots, ex¬ 
claiming “ Rosa ” secretly to his mustaches ; 
for Miss Arden had been as renowned in her 
own circle for her pride and coldness as for her 
beauty, and now he heard an apple-faced coun¬ 
try gentleman call her “ pet,” and “ Rosa.” No 
wonder he started I 

The manuscripts of the deceased “original” 

on became quite a secondary matter; and 
indeed the search for them was deferred until 
after tea—if Captain Mofris would be so good 
as to partake of that humble meal with them, 
“ heroes eating with men,” said Mr. Doveton 
in Greek, which we forbear to give’in the orig¬ 
inal, out of deference to the feeble-minded. 

“ We dine here at one,” said Rosa, quietly; 
.Perhaps you have not dined yet, Captain Mor- 

“ Chops, mother,” whispered Marian, with 
her customary dorsal nudge. 

“ w e’ll get you a chop, sir,” said Mrs. Dove¬ 
ton, somewhat nervously, for there was no meat 
in the house to make chops cf; there was only 
the half of a round of beef, cold, and “ bubble 
and squeak, my dear, don’t suit every one,” she, 
said at night, when, panting and excited, she 
discussed the new-comer with her daughter. 

Captain Morris was in the humor to see his 
adventure to the end; basides,he was really 
glad to have found Miss Arden again, for he had 
always admired her, statue like and icy though 
she was. So he said, yes, he would stay, and have 
a cutlet with his tea (Mrs. Doveton thought h< 
meant veal outlet, to be sure, and veal was a 
meat incognito at Lone-hriuse Dale, and, oh 
dear, what should she do now ?) And Rosa’ 
was pleased, and Marian was flustered, and Mr. 
Doveton was pompous, aad Mrs. Doveton 
fussy, and Captain Morris was amused a 
had never been amused since he saw Ravel and 
Gil Perez at the Palais Royal, last year; when, 
in the midst of their newly-settled sociability, 
tramp tramp, and clatter clatter, and crack 
crack, came up the Rawlinson announcement; 
and “Hi, hi, there!” shouted the Rawlinson 
voice, thick and fluffy, at the wicket gate. 

Rosa turned positively pale—pale even for 
her pallid face. But the friendly curtain hid 
her, and when Captain Morris looked to her, in 
a kind of mute appeal for explanation, he saw 
nothing on her face but its usual calm, well- 
bred impassibility. 

“Well, and how are you all to-day?” said 
the young squire, with his customary accom¬ 
paniment of a boisterous laugh and a heavy 
cut pf his whip. He stopped dead short when 
he saw the stranger, and the color mounted 
his face in a very flood ; for Captain Mor- 
was sitting on the sofa by Rosa, and there 
was a look of acquaintanceship between them 
that went like a knife to the yoUDg squire’s 
heart—So he said afterwards, at least. Mr. 
Doveton introduced the two men in a queer, 
pompous little way, with a Latin quotation 
about friends and sens-in law ; but as neither 
the squire nor the captain understood Latin, 
neither was much enlightened thereby. Cap¬ 
tain Morris bowed somewhat stiffly, but looked 
such a well bred, handsome, gentlemanlike 
man, thought Rosa ; while the squire shuffl’d, 
and turned red and pale by turns, and scarce 
could stutter the customary salute of the Lone- 
house Dale country—“ Glad to see you, sir.” 

Marian felt that her beloved was uncomfort¬ 
able, and with real devotion—and it was devo¬ 
tion in such a shy, nervous person—she went 
up to him quite boldly, and took his hand, and 
helped him off with his coat, arid spoke to him 
familiarly, and even went beyond the ordinary 
familiarity qf bold girls—she, the shy, blushing, 
awkward Marian, who had never called her 
lover by his Christian name yet, nor sat half 
hour with him alone since they were engage.. 
And now she stood out confidently before them 
all, and spoke and acted With less reticence 
than any well-bred woman would have shown 
to her veritable huiband when before stran¬ 
gers—a self-immolation that procured her 
reward, for the young squire was savage at 
ing thus taken and claimed and ticketed before 
Mies Arden’s man ; ” and the father and moth¬ 
er were both somewhat abashed at the sudden 
transformation of our Marian, and wondered 
what could have possessed the girl to fling her 
lover so at the head of the gentleman from 
London. Captain Morris was amnsed and 
amazed at the same moment; and Rosa, who 
suffered a perfect agony of shame from all this 
vulgarity, and who felt distorted and rendered 
hideous by its reflection—Rosa, who knew her¬ 
self to be worshipped and idolized by that poor, 
awkward, freckle-faced Marian — Rosa fairly 
wished her down among the mer-folk for the 
next half-dozen hours at the very least, or her¬ 
self transformed into a jelly-fish, or a polype, 




other nerveless creature that had t 


gentility, and no Lone-house Dale people 
dorse before their London acquaintance. 

So Captain Morris and young Squire Raw- 
linson remained to tea together: cold round of I 
beef, black tea like brandy, heaps of sugar, and 
not half enough milk; thick battered toast, and 
gooseberry jam. And, after tea, they asked Rosa 
to sing; but Rosa declined. The piano was 
vilely out of tune, and a dozen tones too- low. 

“ Well, in default of a nightingale, they must 
have a lark 1 ” chuckled Mr. Doveton, with a 
nod to his wife. 

Oa which Marian and her mother brought 
out a very dirty pack of cards, and lighed two 
more tallow candles—moulds, short sixes, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Doveton’s grocery account—and 
they ranged chairs round a rickety old card- 
table, and sent to the Bag of Nails for two 
shillings worth of halfpence, and, actually, in 
grave historic verity, Captain Morris, of the 
—th, a fastidious man about town, and Miss 
Arden, the celebrated beauty, proud enough to 
be Mrs. Lucifer or Lady Juno—those two hu¬ 
man beings did, positively and really, play at 
“ three-card loo, with filthy halfpence for count¬ 
ers, and limited to two pence the loo. 

Rosa’s pillow next morning was as wet as n 
it had been steeped in the Long Point breakers; 
and if she had h%d laudanum or prussic acid 
at hand, assuredly there would have been a 


coroner’s inquest in Lone-honse Dale the next 

day 1 

CHAPTER. THE FOURTH. 

Hitherto, young Squire Rawlinson had had no 
incentive to self-examination; no exciting cause 
for an explosive revelation. Beyond an increas¬ 
ing distaste for poor Marian, and a strange 
dumb horror of his marriage, he was not aware 
of any special change in himself. But, since the 
arrival of Captain Morris—for that gentleman, 
by one of the eccentricities of blase men about 
town, chose to remain in Lone-house Dale for 
kind of perpetually recurring moral douche, 

• rather as a daylight farce, of which he was 
pit, gallery, and boxes, combined—he was con¬ 
scious of a tremendous mental tornado, which 
threatened the absolute destruction of all exist¬ 
ing institutions and positions. His, eyes opened, 
and, by the light of his newly-roused passions, 
he read the volume of his heart, which hitherto 
.had been a sealed book to him. Poor, beery, 
boozy, fluffy-voiced squire 1 he would as soon 
have thought of sitting down to master algebra 
or a Times leader, as of inquiring of himself 
whither he was tending and what he was feel- 
now, enlightened by a jealousy, he 
spelt out the startling announcement that he 
love with Rosa Arderi ; that the “ proud 
1 and the “ stuck-up London Miss” of his 
earliestrintroduction had Become the very pole- 
star of his life and the undesigDated hope of 
his future. Poor creature 1 he wept and sobbed 
on the morning of that mental lecture, as if 
he had been a child, for he felt both fettered on 
the one side, and helpless on the other; and, 
between original indifference, grown now into 
aversion, and love-that took the dimensions of 
adoration, the hapless landed proprietor was in 
a bad way, uncomfortable exceedingly, and was 
not to be consoled. For he had just a vague 
perception that Miss Arden neither loved him, 
nor yet was exactly the wife for him; and that, 
even if she had been, he could not very easily 
break with Marian, who gave him not the 
shadow of an excuse for doing so—opened, not 
the very tiniest loophole of escape; nay, not 
so big as Puck’s little finger could slip 
„ , so, how could the burly young squire 
work out his whole well conditioned body ? The 
thing seemed an impossibility, and the Lone- 
house Dale lover was in despair. 

about a month after thej arrival of 
Captain Morris that this discovery was made, 
on the occasion of a certain walk which that 
gentleman had taken with Rosa along the sea¬ 
shore—Rosa, who never went out if she could 
help it, even on the sunniest days, now walk¬ 
ing two miles at least, in a high wind, arm in 
arm with the captain. Whereat the young 
squire, trailing behind with Marian, had waxed | 
wroth to overflowing, almost terrifying hiB com¬ 
panion with his invectives against the “ Lon¬ 
don chap and Miss Minx” together, speaking 
so loud and fierce that poor Marian was in an 
agony lest he should be overheard, and get his 
precious skull in peril. But Captain Morris 
was fortunately deaf that day, and Rosa was 
blind, so that the one did not hear the mut¬ 
tered insolence which swept past him like big 
puffs of cannon smoke, and the other did not 
see the round, imploring eyes, or the clutching 
red hand, that glared and pawed like a magic- 
lantern “bogy,” whenever she came within 
bowshot of Mr. Rawlinson. The next morning 
the young squire thought, and, as we have al¬ 
ready related, discovered ; and now he set out 
for his daily parsonage pilgrimage, with eyes, 
lips, and cheeks, all red as so many holly ber¬ 
ries, and with the desperation of a man brought 
to bay by fate, and prepared to fight to the 
death for rescue or for gain. As he clattered 
along the dusty road, he made up his mind to 
one of two things—either to break with Marian, 
whom he was beginning to absolutely loathe, 
or, still engaged, to make an offer of himself, 
his lands, and his rental, to Miss Arden, and 
trust to chance for the issue. For the young 
squire, like the bovine animal of which he was 
the human type, was apt to make rushes at ob¬ 
stacles—sudden, blind, bull-like rushes, without 
reasoning on possibilities, or counting the 
chances of success. Aud though he did not 
intend to act like a villain, he was pretty sure 
to do so when his passion or his temper was 
roused, not from intentional villainy, but from 
mere bull-headedness and want of capacity for 
reflection. 

When he reached the parsonage, he found 
that all its inmates were out, excepting Miss 
Arden. Marian and her mother had gone to a 
poor woman about two miles off, intending to 
home in time for the lover’s daily visit. But 
his impatience had driven the young squire 
a-field earlier than usual, they had not arrived 
when he came. And eleven o’clock was far 
early for Captain Morris to make his ap¬ 
pearance. He was just finishing breakfast 
now—such breakfast as the Bag of Nails could 
afford him, which was not exactly what his 
club or his mess-table gave him. So that Mr. 
Rawlinson found Rosa alone—a circumstance 
which decided his choice between the two cour¬ 
ses he had offered to himself in riding through 
the dust. 

“ Miss,” said the young squire, sitting down 
t the sofa by her side, that sacred place, which 
;en Mr. Doveton dared not assume; indeed, 
me but Captain Morris ventured, and he toek 
that sacred half as his right, co equal with Rosa 
this meaner sphere as he was. The young 
squire came down with a heavy sigh and a 
manner of half-falling, “ thud,” like a sack of 
wheat, peculiar to himself, but not inviting. 

“ Well?” said Miss Arden, coldly, not raising 
her eyes. 

“ Miss Arden,” again began the gentleman, 
and again he paused. Rosa said nothing, and 
there was a dead silence between therri—so 
dead and so long, that quiet, graceful, ungrate¬ 
ful Rosa was beginning to forget that he was 
there at all. It seemed to her as if a large 
dog had laid his dirty paws on the sofa by her 
side ; but she had no more distinct impression 
than this. 

“ You will be surprised at what I am going 
say,” said Mr. Rawlinson, after this long and 
fidgety pause, during which he had locked and 
unlocked his hands, rubbed his mouth and fore¬ 
head, brushed up his hair, and pulled out his 
whiskers half a dozen times. “ No, you wofi’t, 
you must have seen it—you have seen it.” 
And then he stopped again. 

“ Seen what ? ” asked Rosa, making a knot 
in her netting, and stooping down to unfasten 
it, for Rosa was rather short-sighted. “ Any- 
thing new in Lone-house Dale to be seen ? ” 
“Oh, Miss Arden!” And down went the 
squire with another thud ; this time on his 
knees. “ Oh, Rosa, don’t you know—don’t 
you see—don’t you hear that I love you? Love 
you! it is worship—fairly worship, that I feel I” 
Rosa seldom lost her calmness—never her 
self-possession. But this time she did really 
fail her customary traditions. The shock and 
the disgust excited by these words were too 
much for her. Her usual lady like indifference 
foundered, and went to wreck under a storm of 
anger that surprised even herself, as a new 
revelation of life. It was not indignation be¬ 
cause Mr. Rawlinson, being engaged to Marian, 
dared to address her in such terms, but be¬ 
cause he dared to address her at all. It was 
not outraged womanly dignity, but insulted 
conventional pride, which, when it does exist, 
is perhaps the strongest feeling a woman has; 
at least such a woman as Rosa, and with such 
an education as hers had been. 

“ Mr. Rawlinson,” she began, sweeping up 
from her place, her slight frame positively ma¬ 
jestic, and her quiet face convulsed with dis¬ 
dain, “ bnt that I think you as silly as you are 
presumptuous, I would have you punished in 
the only way left to me, by informing Mr. and 
Mrs. Doveton of your insolent treachery. My 
contempt alone saves you from disgrace and 
exposure. In treating you as an irresponsible 
being—in treating you, in fact, as less than a 
man—I hold you too low for retaliation, or even 
for attention to your insolence.” 

“ Insolence 1 ” muttered the young Bquire, 
flashing apoplectically; “ is that the way you 
take a man’s love in London?” 

“ How dare you use such a word to me ? ” 
said Rosa, angrily. “ You are a coward, for if 
I had a brother, or a friend of my own stand¬ 
ing, to. chastise you for your presumption, you 
never wpuld have dared to venture on such a 


phrase. What will you do when I tell Miss 
Doveton of all this ? ” 

“ Tell her and welcome! ” shouted Mr. Raw¬ 
linson, struggling up clumsily from his knees; 
“ tell her, and let her and the whole crew go 
and hang themselves! ” 

“You vulgar wretch 1 ” exclaimed Rosa, with 
vehement disgust; “ what has possessed you to 
insult me in this manner?” 

“ I don’t insult you,” said the young squire, 
barriDg her passage, for she was making for 
the door. “ I’d rather die, I’ll be hanged if I 
wouldri’t, than give you a moment’s fret or flout 
at me. I tell you, you don’t know me, Miss,’ 
he continued, for him, passionately ; “ I an 
rude and rough, perhaps, but I am honest and 
faithful ”- 

“ Faithful 1” said Rosa, with her small up¬ 
per lip Curling. 

“ Yes, faithful, Miss; and when I say that I 
love you, I mean it, aud would prove it before 
the justices to-morrow, if you chose; I don’t 
mind who sees or who knows—I’m mad, I’m 
desperate, and you’ve made me so 1 ” And lie 
fore Rosa knew what had happened, or what 
was going to happen, the boozy, beery, love¬ 
sick young squire had passed his great muscu¬ 
lar arm tight round her slender waist, and was 
pressing her delicate hand to his hard, purple 
lips, in full gaze of Mrs. Doveton and Marian, 
and the handsome London Captain, all stand¬ 
ing in the doorway, a mute company of won¬ 
der-struck beholders. 

[to BE CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.] 

thirty-fifth congress, 

FIRST SESSION. 

Wednesday, June 9, 1858. 

SENATE. 

On motion by Mr. Hunter, the Senate pro¬ 
ceeded to consider the bill supplemental to toe 
bill making appropriations for the support of 
the Indian service and fulfilling treaty stipula¬ 
tions for the year ending the 3d June, 1859; 
and, after having been discussed and amended, 
the bill was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Hunter, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred House bill making ap¬ 
propriation for the support of three regimeuts 
of volunteers, authorized by the act, of Congress 
approved April 7, 1858, reported it back with 
amendments. 

Mr. Hunter moved that the Senate insist od 
their amendments to the bill making appropria¬ 
tions for sundry civil expenses of the Govern¬ 
ment for the year 1859, and ask a committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses, to be appointed by the Chair; and 
Messrs. Hunter, Fessenden, and Bigler, were 
appointed accordingly. 

■ The Committee on Military Affairs, to which 
was referred the resolution of the Senate of the 
15th ultimo, to inquire ioto certain charges 
made by citizens of Iowa against H. M. Rice, 
a Senator from Minnesota, reported, finding 
nothing to disqualify him for a seat in the Sen¬ 
ate. They submit the record in the case 
part of this report, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject 
which was agreed to. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the 
bill making appropriations for the transporta¬ 
tion of the United States mail by steamers and 
otherwise, and the bill was debated on am — J 
ments until near nine o’clock, when it ws 
ported to the Senate, the amendments 
concurred in, and the bill was passed—yeas 23, 
nays 21. 

The Senate then took up the Indian appro¬ 
priation bill, and, after having discussed it on 
amendments for some time, the Senate ad¬ 
journed on a call of the yeas and nays—yeas 
23, nays 15. 

HOUSE. 

Adjournment of Congress. —On motion of 
Mr. Harris, of Illinois, the House took up the 
Senate resolution extending toe session of Con¬ 
gress to 12 o’clock on Monday next. 

Under the operation of the previous ques¬ 
tion, the resolution was agreed to—yeas 116, 
nays 25. 

Civil Appropriation Bill. —On motion of 
Mr. J. G. Jones, the House insisted on its d' 
agreeing voteB on the Senate amendments 
the miscellaneous civil appropriation hill, ai 
acceeded to toe proposition for a committee of 
conference. 

Naval Appropriation Bill. —Mr. J. G. Jones 
reported, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, the Senate amendments to the naval 
appropriation bill, with a recommendation that 
the House concur in seven of the fourteen 
amendments, and nou-concur in the other seven. 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, in the chair,) 
and took up the Senate amendments. 

The bill was then read by sections. 

The last amendment, providing for the con¬ 
struction of five small steam screw sloops of 
war and one small side-wheel war-steamer, i 
ing up— 

Mr. Boeock moved to strike out the word 
“ five,” and insert “ ten.” Government, he said, 
needed these vessels for its peace establishment 
and to prevent war. Weakness invited ag¬ 
gression, while strength repelled it. If it was 
known that we could be attacked with impuni¬ 
ty, attacks would come ; and if it was known 
that we were ready.to repel attacks, they would 
not come. The navy yards had now their 
complements of men, and it would be a meas¬ 
ure of economy to take these men from the 
work of repairing old vessels, and put them 
upon these fine new steamers. 

The amendment was agreed to—yeas 91, 
nays 43. 

Mr. Hatch, of New York, proposed to add 
“ and four additional war steamers for the ser¬ 
vice on the Northwestern Lakes, as to size 
within the limitation of the treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. J. Cochrane, of New York, moved to add, 
“ and ten screw gunboats, with full steam pow¬ 
er, whose greatest draught shall not exceed ten 
feet, armed and equipped for service in the 
waters adjacent to this continent.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Evening 'Session. —The Committee was again 
called to order at six o’clock, and resumed the 
consideration of the amendments to the naval 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. Millson, of Virginia, moved to strike ont 
all after the enacting words of the section, and 
insert the original Senate amendment, as it was 
amended on motion of Mr. Boccck, providing 
for ten Bloops cf war. 

The motion prevailed—yeas 84, nays 68. 

The section then read as follows: 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Navy cause to be constructed, 
as speedily as may be consiaten, with the pub¬ 
lic interests, ten steam screw sloops of war, 
with full steam power, whose greatest draught 
of water shall not exceed fourteen feet, which 
ships shall combine the heaviest armament and 
greatest speed compatible with their character 
and tonnage ; and one side-wheel war steamer, 
whose greatest draught shall not exceed eight 
feet, armed and provided for service in the 
China seas ; and that there be and is hereby 
appropriated, to be expended under the di¬ 
rection of the Secretary of the Navy, for the 
purpose above specified, the sum of twelve 
hundred thousand dollars, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 

On motion of Mr. J. G. Jones, the Commit¬ 
tee then rose, and reported the amendments to 
the House. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the 
amendment providing for ten instead of five 
sloops of war, and it was agreed to—yeas 86, 
nays 85. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on agreeing 
to the Senate amendment as amended, and 
resulted—yeas 89, nays 88. So the amend¬ 
ment was agreed to. 

The Army Bill. —Mr. J. G. Jones reported, 
from the Committee of Ways and Means the 
Senate amendments to the army appropriation 
bill; which, on his motion, was made the spe¬ 
cial order in Committee of the Whole until dis¬ 
posed of, and all general debate thereon was 
ordered to terminate in five minutes. 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. Bocock, of Virginia, in the chair,) 
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aud took up the Senate amendments to the 
army bill. 

Several amendments were passed upon ; 
among them, the appropriations for fortification 
onrposea, amounting in the aggregate to 
$1,285,000; which were rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Barksdale, of Mississippi, 
the Committee rose, (yeas 58, nays 55,) and, at 
three minutes past ten o’clock, the House ad- 
j ourned. 

Thursday, June 10, 1868. 

SENATE. 

On motion by Mr. Bright, the report of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, in reference to his 
right to a seat as Senator from Indiana, was 
made the special order for to morrow at twelve 

O’clock. 

Appropriation Bills. —The Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill from the House 
of Representatives, making appropriations for 
the service of the Post Office Department du¬ 
ring the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1859. 

Mr. Yulee moved to amend the bill by add¬ 
ing a section authorizing the appointment of a 
Forth Assistant Postmaster General. After 
some debate, the. amendment was agreed to— 
yeas 31, nays 14. 

An amendment was adopted, repealing the 
present provision by which the lists of letters 
are advertised in the newspapers having the 
greatest circulation, and providing that here¬ 
after the advertisements shall be given to the 
lowest bidders, the price paid not to exceed 
that allowed by toe existing laws. 

Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, submitted an 
amendment increasing the rates of letter post¬ 
age to five cents for any distance under three 
thousand miles, and ten cents for any distance 
over three thousand miles; which was agreed 
to—yeas 19, nays 15—as follows : 

Teas —Messrs. Benjamin, Bright, Broderick, 
Brown, Clay, Ciinginan, Davis, Fitch, Gwin, 
Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Ten¬ 
nessee, Mallory, Pearce, Polk, Reid, Sebastian, 
Thomson of New Jersey, and Yulee—19. 

Nays —Messrs. Bigler, Chandler, Clark, Doo- 
litile, Douglas, Fessenden, Foster, Hamlin, King, 
Pugh, Rice. Seward, Stuart, Wilson, and 
Wright—15. 

Absent or Not Voting —Messrs. Allen, Bates, 
Bayard, Bell, Cameron, Collamer, Crittendea, 
Dixon, Durkee, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Green, Hale, 
Hammond, Harlan, Hayne, Houston, Iverson, 
Jones, Kennedy, Mason, Shields, Simmons, Sli¬ 
dell, Sumner, Thompson ol Kentucky, Toombs, 
Trumbull, and Wade—29. 

Mr: Pugh submitted'an amendment abolish¬ 
ing the frankiDg privilege, now accorded to 
members of Congress, after the 4th of March 
next. After a long discussion, toe question be¬ 
ing taken, the amendment was agreed to—yeas 
i 38, nays 4—as follcwp: 

Teas — Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Bright, Broderick, Brown, Chandler, Clark, Clay, 
Collamer, Davis, Doolittle, Fessenden, Fitch, 
Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Green, Hale, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, John¬ 
son of Tennessee, King, Mallory, Polk, Pugh, 
Rice, SebaBtian, Seward, Stuart, Thomson of 
New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, Wilson, Wright, 
and Yulee—38. 

Nays —'Messrs. Bayard, Clingman, Houston, 
and Reid—4. 

Absent or Not Voting —Messrs. Bates, Bell, 
Cameron, Crittenden, Dixon, Douglas, Durkee, 
Gwin, Hammond, Hayne, Iverson, Jones, Ken¬ 
nedy, Mason, Pearce, Shields, Simmons, Slidell, 
Sumner, Thompson of Ky., and Trumbull—21. 

Mr. Seward then moved to amend the bill 
by adding a new section, that from and after 
the 4to.: day of March next all matter passing 
through toe mails shall be pre paid, excepting 
newspapers and foreign matter. This was 
agreed' to—yeas 23, nays 20—as follows: 

Teas —Messrs. Broderick, Brown, Chandler, 
Clark, Doolittle, Douglas, Fessenden, Foot, 
Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Har'an, Houston, John¬ 
son of Tennessee, King, Pugh, Rice, Seward, 
Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, 
Wade, and Wilson—23. 

Nays —Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, 
Bigler, Bright, Clay, Clingman, Collamer, Davis, 
Fitch, Green, Gwin, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson 
of Arkansas, Mallory, Polk, Reid, Wright, and 
Yulee—20. 

Absent or Not Voting —Messrs. Bates, Bell, 
Cameron, Crittenden, Dixon, Durkee, Fitz¬ 
patrick, Hammond, Hayne, Jones, Kennedy, 
Mason, Pearce, Sebastian, Shields, SimUiona, 
Slidell, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, and 
T umbull—20. 

Mr. Hamlin moved to amend the bill by add¬ 
ing another section, that from and after the 
4 to day cf March next, all laws which confer 
the right to frank letters or other matter on 
any person or offices, shall be repealed. This 
amendment was rejected by a vote of yeas 20, 
nays 26. 

After toe adoption of sundry other amend¬ 
ments, the bill was read a third time and 
passed—yeas 30, nays 14, 

On motion by Mr. Hunter, the Senate pro¬ 
ceeded to consider the bill making appropria¬ 
tions for the expenses of collecting the revenue 
from customs. • 

Mr. Wilson moved to reduce the appropria¬ 
tion from $4,000,000 to $3,000,000. He 
thought our expenditures for collecting the 
revenue had increased to an enotynous and un¬ 
necessary extent. Six hundred men had been 
added to toe force for collecting the revenue 
within the last few years. 

This motion led to a protracted discussion, 
which was very generally participated in, when 

The question was taken on Mr. Wilson’s 
motion, and decided in the affirmative by Ihe 
following vote: 

Frets—Messrs. Broderick, Chandler, Colla¬ 
mer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, 
Fitch, Foster, Green, Hale, Harlan, Houston, 
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Ten¬ 
nessee, Kennedy, King, Rice, Sebastian, Sew¬ 
ard, Simmons, Stuart, Toombs, Trumbull, 
Wade, Wilson, and Yulee—28. 

Nays —Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bright, Ham¬ 
mond, Hunter, Slidell, and Wright— 7. 

The bill was then repor ed to the Senate, 
the amendments ordered to be engrossed, and 
the bill was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Hunter then called up the Indian appro¬ 
priation bill, toe Senate having refused to ad¬ 
journ on a call of the yeas aud nays. 

Mr. Houston, who had amendments to offer 
requiring explanation, said he had given way 
to toe Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter] cn 
more occasions than one, and he now gave 
notice that he would occupy the floor until the 
light from the' east should break in through the 
windows. 

This communication caused another motion 
to adjourn, which proved successful; and the 
Senate! adjourned at ten minutes past ten. 

HOUSE. 

The Army Bill —The House went into Com¬ 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Boccek, of Virginia, 
in t he chair,) and resumed consideration of 
the Senate amendments to the army appropria¬ 
tion bill. 

The several amendments having been passed 
upon, the Committee rose and reported to the 
House. 

Mr. J. G. Jones called for the previous 
question on the amendments ; which was sus¬ 
tained. 

The appropriation of $395,000 for the pay¬ 
ment of volunteers ODerating in Florida during 
the year 1857 was rejected. 

The amendments providing for continuing 
the construction of various fortifications com- 

^Mr^Whitely, of Delaware, asked that a vote 
might be taken upon all together. 

Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, objected, 

The first item was then read, being an ap¬ 
propriation of $50,000 for Fort Knox, at the 
narrows of the Penobscot river, Maine. 

The yeas and nay3 were ordered on agreeing 
to this appropriation, and resulted—yeas 53, 
nays 115. 

So the appropriation was rejected. 

All the remaining appropriations for fortifi¬ 
cation purposes were rejected. 

Judge Wdtrous. of Texas. —Mr. Cbapman, of 
Pennsjlvania, called up the reports from the 
Judiciary Committee in regard to the impeach- 
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jnaut of Judge John C. Watrous, of Texas, and 
moved, in behalf of the committee, that the sub 
jeet be postponed until the second Thursday 
in December next. 

Indian Appropriation Bill — The House 
vte.it into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Faulk¬ 
ner, of Virginia, in the chair.) and took up the 
Senate amendments to the Indian appropria¬ 
tion bill. 

The several 'amendments having been passed 
tuprm, the C immittee rose and reported. 

The amendments providing for the compen¬ 
sation of five extra clerks, releasing the Amer¬ 
ican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis¬ 
sions from certain obligations, and relative to 
the sale and purchase by private individual! 
ol certain lands belonging to Indians, were re- 

The amendment providing for the expulsion 
from Indian reservations of persons found there¬ 
in without authority of law, or whose presence 
may be detrimental to the Indians, was slight¬ 
ly modified, and concurred in by a vote of yeas 
66, nays 60. 

All the other amendments, twenty-five in 
number, were concurred in without opposition. 

The hour of four o’clock having arrived, the 
Committee took a recess for two hours. 

Evening Session .—The House was called to 
order at six o’clock. 

Ocean Mail Steamers Bill .—The House _ 

into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Millson, of 
Virginia, in the chair,) and took up the bill 
making appropriations for the transportation 
■of the United States mail by ocean steamers 
and otherwise during the next fiscal year; gen¬ 
eral debate thereon having been terminated by 
•order of the House. 

The Committee voted—yeas 88, nays 38—to 
tstrike out so much as authorizes the change of 
the European termination of the Collins line 
from Liverpool to Southampton. 

The Senate amendment as amended was 
' then rejected. 

The remaining amendments having been 
passed upon, the Committee rose and reported. 

The.first Senate amendment was, under the 
operation of the previous question, non concur- 
red in. 

The House concurred in the amendment 
striking out the appropriation of $120,000 for 
contingencies in the mail service from New 
York to Liverpool. 

The amendment limiting contracts with 
ocean steamers to five years, was rejected— 
yeas 4, nays 140. 

The other amendments were rejected with¬ 
out a division. 

Message from the President .—The Speaker 
laid before the House a message from the 
President of the United States, announcing an 
arrangement of the difficulties in Utah Terri¬ 
tory. 

On motion of Mr. Atkins, of Tennessee, at 9 
o’clock, the House adjourned. 

Friday, June 11,.1858. 

SENATE. 

Senators from Indiana. — The Senate pro¬ 
ceeded to the consideration of the resolution 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary 
by Mr. Pugh, that Mr. Bright and Mr. Fitch, 
Senators from the State of Indiana, are enti¬ 
tled to the seats they now hold in the Senate. 

Mr. Pugh narrated the facts attending the 
election of Messrs. Bright and Fitch, as he 
understood them, and as they were understood 
by the majority of the committee. He then 
proceeded to argue the legality and validity of 
that election. 

Mr. Hamlin said that he was astonished, and 
the country would he astonished, at the resolu¬ 
tion reported by the Committee on the Judi¬ 
ciary, and at the fact that this resolution was 
not accompanied by a written report setting 
forth the grounds upon which it was founded. 

Mr. Benjamin gave the reasons which induced 
him to conour in the report of the committee. 

Mr. Collamer made a lengthy argument in 
opposition to the resolution. 

Mr. Trumbull moved to amend the amend- 


of this body made by the Legislature of a State 
consisting of two branches is valid, when made 
in a meeting of individual members of both, un¬ 
less such meeting for that purpose was prescribed 
by law, or had been previously agreed to by 
each house acting separately in its organized 
capacity, cr is participated in by a majority of 
the members of each house, or is subsequently 
ratified in 3ome form by each house in its or¬ 
ganized capacity.” 

Mr. T. spoke at great length in opposition to 
the rights of the Bitting members. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Green and Toombs in favor of the report of 
the committee, and Messrs. Hale, Wade, and 
Douglas, on the opposite side of the question. 

Mr. Trumbull said that he had consulted 
several Senators on both sides of the chamber, 
and he would state that they had come to a 
general understanding that the vote on this 
subject should be taken to-morrow at 12 o’clock, 
without further debate. 

Miscellaneous Business —A message was re¬ 
ceived from the House of Representatives, by 
Mr. Allen, their Clerk, informing the Senate 
that the House had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two houses on the civil appropria¬ 
tion bill. Mr. Hunter, from the oommittee of 
conference on the part of the Senate, made a 
report on the subject; which was read, and the 
question being taken, it was agreed to—yeas 
30, nays 6. So the bill is passed. Among the 
amendments from which the Senate receded, 
is that making an appropriation of $30,000 for 
the extension of the court-house building in 
this city. 

Mr. Mallory, from the committee of con 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
houses on the naval appropriation bill, snb 
mitted a report; which was read. The report 
recommends that the Senate coneur in " 
amendment of the House providing for 
steam sloops of war instead of five. 

Mr. Toombs and Mr. Stuart hoped the Senate 
would not adopt the report; hut, without ta¬ 
king the question, at half past t en o’clock, P. M., 
the Senate adjourned—yeas 12, nays 11. 

, HOUSE, 

Mr. Harris, of Illinois, called up the_ 

tested election case from Maryland, between 
Messrs. Harris and Whyte. 

Mr. Quitman, of Mississippi, moved that its 
further consideration be postponed until the 
second Monday in December next. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
to postpone was agreed to—yeas 96, nays 81. 

Mr. J. Glancy Jones, by unanimous consent, 
reported from the Committee of Ways and, 
MeanB the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill providing for the collection of the revenue 
and the Post Office appropriation bill, and they 
were made the special orders in Committee of 
the Whole. 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hopkins, 
of Virginia, in tl e chair,) and proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the service of the PoBt Office Department. 

The amendment providing for the appoint¬ 
ment of a Fourth Assistant Postmaster Gene¬ 
ral, at a salary of $3,000 a year, was agreed 
to—yeas 73, nays K0 


The amendment providing for a small addi¬ 
tional compensation to the clerks in the city 
post < ffice, for documents that are franked, was 
rejected. 

The amendment authorizing the appointment 
of a messenger to the Fourth Assistant Post¬ 
master General was agreed to. 

The amendment authorizing the Secretary of 
the Navy to pay to Edward K. Collins and his 
associates $147,730, the balance of appropria¬ 
tions heretofore made for the transportation of 
the mail, and withheld by .the Department 
during the years 1856 and 1857, respectively, 
after deducting advances made to him by act of 
Congress, was discussed at considerable length, 
and, without taking final action, the Committee 

On motion of Mr. Keitt, of South Carolina, 
the House took a recess until six o’clock. P. M. 

The House was called to order shortly after 
six o’clock. 

Mr. Phelps, of Missouri, from the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the bill making appropriations 
for cer.ain civil expenses of the Government, 
submitted a report signed by all the members. 
The committee recommend the House to re¬ 
cede from several of its amendments, and con¬ 
eur in several of the amendments of the Senate 
with and without amendments, and the Senate 
to recede from several of its amendments, ar.d 
concur in the amendments of the House with 
and without amendments. The committee 
recommend the House to concur in the amend¬ 
ment appropriating money for oustom-houBes 
and marine hospitals, with the proviso that no 
part of the sum appropriated for the completion 
of custom-houses and m&iine hospitals, except 


those at Charleston and New Orleans, shall be 
expended until the Secretary of .the Treasury 
shall be satisfied that the sum appropriated will 
complete the building. 

Mr. Phelps, of Missouri, explained the report 
at considerable length, and demanded the pre¬ 
vious question on its adoption; which was sus¬ 
tained, and the report agreed to—yeas 82, nays 
74. So the bill is passed. 

On motion of Mr. -J. Glancy Jones, the 
House again went, into Committeeof the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hopkins, of 
Virginia, in the chair,) and resumed the con¬ 
sideration of the amendments of the Senate to 
the ocean mail steamer appropriation bill. 

The question being taken, the amendment to 
authorize the payment, of a certain sum of 
money to Edward K. Collins, pending which 
the Committee rose, was concurred in. 

The amendment, repealirg the present pro¬ 
vision by which the lists of letters are adver¬ 
tised in the newspapers having the greatest 
circulation, and providing that hereafter the 
advertisements shall be given to the lowest 
bidders, the price paid not to exceed that al¬ 
lowed by the existing laws, was concurred in— 
yeas 75, nays not counted. 

The amendment limiting the salary of special 
way agents to $2,500 was concurred in. 

The amendment providing that the poBt 
offices shall be opened for the receipt or deliv¬ 
ery of letters, papers, &c., for all persona at 
the same time, was concurred in. 

The amendment increasing the rales of let- 
r postage after the 7th June, 1858, to five 
nts for any distance under three thousand 
miles, and ten cents for any distance over three 
thousand miles, was reported. Considerable 
discnssio n ensued. 

Mr. Taylor, of New York, moved to add a 
proviso, that this increase shall only take place 
the States where the postage is insufficient 
pay the expenses of the service; which- 
motion was not agreed to—yeas 71, nays 72 
The question being taken, the amendment 
was rejected—yeas 40, nays 96. 

The amendment abolishing the franking 
privilege, now accorded to members of Con¬ 
gress, after the 4th of March next, caused con¬ 
siderable discnssion. 

Mr. Winslow, of North Carolina, moved to 
amend the amendment so as to confine its ef¬ 
fect to Senators. He explained, that whilst he 
wished to retain the franking privilege, and 
never grew tired in using it for the advantage 
of his constituents, he was a liberal man, and, 
since the Senators had voted so unanimously 
for its abolishment, he hoped there was liberal¬ 
ity enough in the Houbb to grant their request. 

Mr. Houston, of Alabama, hoped the gentle¬ 
man was not serious, as the proposition could 
be construed in no other light than a grave re¬ 
flection on the action of the Senate. 

Mr. Winslow assured the gentleman he was 
in earnest, and willing to meet the construction 
that might be put upon his course. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
agreed to—yeas 82, nays not counted. 

The amendment as amended was rejected—, 
yeas 14, nays not counted. 

The Committee then rose, and reported the 
bill for the action of the House. 

The House adopted the recommendation of 
the Committee, except in regard to the appoint¬ 
ment of a Fourth Assistant Postmaster General, 
which was rejected—yeas 79, nays 86. 

Mr. Quitman, of Mississippi, from the com¬ 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two houses on the army appropriation 
bill, submitted" a report. 

Mr. Quitman explained the report at some 
length. In regard to the works of defence, the 
appropriations were reduced twenty-five per 
cent., making the aggregate reduction about a 
million of dollars. He demanded the previous 
question. 

The previous question was sustained, and, 
under the operation thereof, the report was 
adopted. So the bill is passed. 

Mr. Houston, of Alabama, from the commit¬ 
tee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the supplemental appropria¬ 
tion bill, submitted a report, and demanded the 
previous question, which was sustained, and, 
under theoperation thereof, the report was adopt¬ 
ed. So the bill is passed. 

■ Mr. Booock, of Virginia, from the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
Houses on the naval appropriation bill, 
submitted a report, and, after explaining the 
report, demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was sustained, and, 
under the operation thereof, the report was re- 
jected—yeas 66, nays 74. 

Mr. Stanton, of Ohio, moved that the House 
further insist upon their disagreement, and ask 
another committee of conference; pending 

Mr. Cobb, of Alabama, renewed the motion 
reconsider; pending which, 

Mr. Grow moved that it be laid on the table; 
which motion was not agreed to—yeas 60, nays 

66 . 

The motion to reconsider then prevailed— 
yeas 68, nays 61. 

The report was again rejected—yeas 64, nays 

The motion of Mr. Stanton was then agreed 
to, and, at one o’clock A. M., Saturday morn¬ 
ing, the House adjourned. 

Saturday, June 12, 1858. 

SENATE. 

A message was reoeived from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Allen, their Clerk, in¬ 
forming the Senate that the House had agreed 
to the report of the committees of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two houses on 
the army appropriation bill, and the bill making 
supplemental appropriations for the current 
and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 

Reports were made on the above-named bills, 
which were agreed to; and so the bills are 
passed. 

The message from the House also announced 
that the House refuse to concur in the amend¬ 
ments of the Senate to the Post Office appropri¬ 
ation bill, and disagree to the report of the 
committee of conference on the naval appro 
priation bill. 

The Senate insisted on its amendments to 
the Post Office appropriation bill, and a com¬ 
mittee of conference was appointed. 

Mr. Hale moved that the select committee 
on the Military Asylum in the District of Co¬ 
lumbia have leave to report at the next sesi 
which was agreed to. 

A message was received from the President 
of the United States, by the hands of Mr. Hen¬ 
ry, his private secretary; which was read. The 
President states that he feels it to be an indis¬ 
pensable duty to call the attention of Con¬ 
gress to the condition of the Treasury, and re¬ 
fers to the report submitted by the Secretary of I 
the Treasury on the 19th nit. The wants of 
the Government will require additional revenue, 
but how much cannot be known until the ap¬ 
propriation bills are passed. It is important, 
however, that the extravagant expenditures of 
the Government should be corrected; and it 
will be necessary for Congress to provide means 
of paying the current expenses of the Govern¬ 
ment before it adjourns, or else the Treasury 
will be exhausted before the commencement of 
the next session which disgrace must not fall 
upon the country. The President likewise 
calls attention to the statement in his annual 
message, that he should require time to ex¬ 
amine all bills presented to him before giving 
them his approval; and he has determined to ad¬ 
here to that course, unless in cases of extraor 
diuary emergency. The present condition of 
the Treasury requires that this rule shall be 
strictly adhered to; and there being several ap 
propriation bills of an important character yet 
to be perfected, he recommends that the day of 
adjournment be postponed for a brief period. 
H would be inconvenient for the members of 
Congress to attend a called session, and such 
jiecesaity be desires to avoid. 

The message was laid on the table, and order¬ 
ed to be printed. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution reported from the Committee 
on the Judiciary by Mr. Pugh, that Mr. Bright 
and Mr. Fitch, Senators from the Stale of Indi¬ 
ana, are entitled to the seats they now hold 
the Senate. 

The question was stated on the amendment 
submitted by Mr. Trumbull: 

“ That in the opinion of the Senate no elec¬ 
tion of a member' of this body made by the 
Legislature of a State consisting of two branches 
is valid when made in a meeting of individual 
members of both, unless such meeting for that 
purpose was prescribed by law, or had been 
previously agreed to by each House acting 
separately in its organized capacity, or is par¬ 
ticipated in by a majority of the members of 
each House, or is subsequently ratified in some 
fir n by each House in its organized capacity.” 
Not agreed to—yeas 17, nays 27—as follows: 
Yeas— Messrs. Broderick, Chandler, Clark, 


Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, 
Foster,. Hamlin, Harlan, King, Seward, Sim¬ 
mons, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—17. 

Nays —Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bjgler, 
Brown, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hayne, Houston, 
Iverson, Jones, Mallory, Mason, Polk, Pugh, 
Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson of 
New Jersey, Toombs, Wright, and Yulee—-27. 

Absent or not voting —Messrs. Bates, Bayard, 
Bell, Bright, Cameron. Collamer, Crittenden, 
Douglas, Fi'ch, Hale, Hunter, Johnson of Ar¬ 
kansas, - Johnson, of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Pearce, Shields, Stuart, Sumner, and Thompson 
of Kentucky—19. 

Mr. Trumbull moved to amend the resolu¬ 
tion by inserting the word “ not,” so as to 
make it declare that the sitting members are 
not entitled to their seats; which was not 
agreed to—yeaB 23, nays 30. 

The resolution as reported by the committee 
was then adopted without a division. 

Mr. Yulee, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back the post¬ 
route bill with amendments; it was read a 
third time and passed. 

A message having been received from the 
House of Representatives, that the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill making appropriations 
for the expenses of collecting the revenue from 
customs had been disagreed to by that body, a 
committee of conference was appointed. 

_ The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the House of Representatives to sup¬ 
ply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
current and contingent expenses of the Indian 
department. 

Mr. Pearce, from the second committee of 
conference on the naval appropriation bill, 
submitted a report. The Senate had deter¬ 
mined on five steam sloops. The House had 
amended that by inserting ten ; and the com¬ 
mittee, as a compromise, recommended that 
the number should be seven. The report was 
adopted. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
to authorize a loan not exceeding the sum of 
$15,000,000, was read twice, amended, and 
passed. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 
the doors were reopened. 

Mr. Gwin, from the committee of conference 
on the Post Office appropriation bill, reported 
that the committee had been unable to agree, 
and moved that the Senate insist on its amend¬ 
ments disagreed to by the House, and ask 
another conference ; which was agreed to. 

The Senate took a recess until seven o’clock. 

The Senate reassembled at seven o’clock, 
P. M. 

Mr. Hammond, from the committee of con¬ 
ference on the ocean mail steamer appropria¬ 
tion bill, submitted a report. The report rec¬ 
ommends that the Senate recede from the 
amendment allowing the terminus of the Col¬ 
lins line to be Southampton instead of Liver¬ 
pool ; that the House recede from its non con¬ 
currence with the third amendment, and insert 
a clanse authorizing the Postmaster General to 
make no new contract for a longer period than 
two years, nor for any compensation exceeding 
the postages on the matter so conveyed; also, 
that the House recede from its fourth amend¬ 
ment, and the Senate from its fifth amendment. 
The report was agreed to. 

The report of the committee of conference 
on the bill making appropriations for the collec¬ 
tion of the revenue was taken up and agreed 
to. 

Mr. Toombs, from the committee of confer¬ 
ence on the Post Office appropriation bill, re¬ 
ported that the committee had been unable to 
agree, and the bill had been laid on the table in 
the House. 

He said that the Senate was willing to give up 
all its amendments, if the House would aban¬ 
don the privilege of encumbering the mails to 
the amount of an expense of six millions of dol¬ 
lars annually ; but the House refused to agree 
to that. He moved that the Senate adhere to 
its amendments to which the House had dis¬ 
agreed. 

Mr. Stuart thought it was high time to see 
whether the Senate of the United States had 
any voice in shaping the legislation of the coun¬ 
try, or whether it was to submit and yield to 
everything that the House might dictate. He 
hoped the report Would be recommitted. 

The Senate then proceeded to the considera¬ 
tion of the loan bill, which had been returned 
to the Senate, with an amendment increasing 
the amount to twenty millions of dollars. 

The question being taken on tbe amendment 
raising the amount of the loan to twenty mil¬ 
lions, it was agreed to—yeas 24, nays 21—as 
follows: 

Yeas —Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Big¬ 
ler, Bright, Brown, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, 
Green, Gwin, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkan¬ 
sas, Jones, Mason, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Stuart, Wright, and Yulee—24. 

Nays —Messrs. Bell, Broderick, Chandler, 
Collamer, Crittenden, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, Johnson of 
Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Pugh, Seward, 
Simmons, Toombs, Trumbull, and Wilson—21. 

Absent or not voting —Messrs. Bates, Cam- 
ernon, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Dur¬ 
kee, Fitzpatrick, Hammond, Hayne, Mallory, 
Pearce, Polk, Shields, Sumner, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, and 
W ade—18. 

Several unsuccessful motions were made to 
adjourn. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of Mr. Stuart to recommit tbe report of 
the committee of conference on-tbe Post Office 
appropriation bill; but, after considerable dis¬ 
cussion, and. in the midst of much eonfusion, 
at ten minutes past midnight, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Barksdale, of 
Mississippi, in the chair,) and proceeded to the 
consideration of the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill for collecting the revenue from cus¬ 
toms. 

[The Post Office appropriation bill having 
been returned by the Senate, with the request 
that a committee of conference be granted on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, the re¬ 
quest was acceded to.] 

After some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose,.and reported the amendments to the House 
for its action. 

Some were concurred in, some rejected. 

The House again went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Barks¬ 
dale in the chair,) and proceeded to consider 
the bill proposing a modification of the sub- 
treasury law. 

After some time spent therein, the Commit¬ 
tee rose and reported the bill to the House 
without amendment, for its action. 

The bill was then rejected—yeas 71, nays 92. 

Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, from the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the mail steamer appropriation 
bill, reported that the committee had met, and 
had been unable to agree. 

Mr. Sickles, of New York, moved that the 
House insist, and ask for another committee of 
conference; which motion was agreed to. 

The House again went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Barks¬ 
dale, of Mississippi, in the chair,) and proceed¬ 
ed to the consideration of the bill to authorize 
a loan not exceeding the sum of $15,000,000. 

Mr. Burlingame, of Massachusetts, addressed 
the Committee in relation to British outrages in 
the Gulf. He regretted that the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs were not permitted to report 
the bill which they had prepared for the action 
of the House. The outrages could not be de¬ 
nied, and he condemned the course pursued by 
the British cruisers in strong language. If 
they acted under instructions, then an act of 
war had been commited. If not, they fell into 
the category of thieves and robbers. So, view 
it as they would, a gross outrage had been com¬ 
mitted, requiring instant reparation and justi¬ 
fying instant retaliation. He did not think the 
Administration had acted in accordance with 
the wishes of the American people, and had 
hoped that efficient measures would immedi¬ 
ately have been taken. 

Mr. J. Glancy Jones then explained the bill 
at considerable length, and remarked that, as 
the gentleman from Massachusetts had just 
made a great war speech, he hoped that the 
House would not refuse to appropriate the 
money to pay its expenses. 

The bill being reported for amendment, Mr. 
Sickles, of New York, moved to strike out 
$16,000,000, and insert $20,000,000, and pro¬ 
ceeded to reply to the remarks of Mr. Burlin¬ 
game. 

The Administration had done its whole duty 
upon this question. It had not gone to war, for 
it had not the authority under the Constitution, 
and Congress had not delegated any portion of 
its authority to the President on this question. 
The President had prompt]^ called upon Great 


Britain to disavow its action, and he was wait¬ 
ing for her response. The Secretary of the 
Navy had sent a fleet into the Gulf, strong 
enough to drive the British from those waters 
if they refused to disavow the right of search, 
with instructions to protect American commerce 
at all hazards. 

The amendment was then withdrawn. 

Mr. Letcher, of Virginia, moved that the en¬ 
acting clanse be stricken out; which motion 
prevailed—yeas 68, nays 58. 

The Committee then rose and reported the 
bill. The House refused to strike out the 
enacting clause. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. Winslow, of North Carolina, from the 
oommittee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two houses on the naval appropria¬ 
tion bill, submitted a report, fecommending 
that each house make certain concessions. 
The report of the committee reduces the num¬ 
ber of sloops to be constructed from ten to 

_ Under the operation of the previou$ ques¬ 
tion, the report was agreed to. 

The House again went into Committeeof 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Barksdale, of Mississippi, in the chair,) and 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill ma¬ 
king appropriation for light houses, the House 
having terminated general debate. 

[A message was received from the Senate, 
returning the bill providing for collecting the 
revenue, and asking for a committee of con¬ 
ference ; which was acceded to by the House.] 

After some tim# spent therein, without ta¬ 
king final action on the bill, the Committee rose. 

A message having been received from the 
Senate returning the Indian deficiency bill with 
amendments, 

On motion of Mr. J. Glancy Jones, it was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Unon, and made a special order. 

Mr, Burnett, of Kentucky, from the com¬ 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two houses on the Post Office .appropria¬ 
tion bill, submitted a report that the commit¬ 
tee could not agree, and asking that they be 
discharged. 

Mr. Phillips, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the House insist upon its disagreement, and a 
call for another committee of conference; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Keitt, of South Carolina, then moved 
that the House take a recess until seven o’clock; 
which motion waB agreed to. 

At seven o’clock the House reassembled, and 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Barksdale, of Mississippi, 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of lhe light house-appropriation bill. 

[The Senate having returned the post-route 
bill with amendments, 

On motion of Mr. English, of Indiana, it was 
taken up, and the amendments concurred in. 
So the bill is passed. 

On motion of Mr. J. Glancy Jones, the loan 
bill, also returned by the Senate with amend¬ 
ments, was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, and made the special order.] 

After some time spent therein, several amend¬ 
ments having been adopted,and others rejected, 
the Committee rose and reported the bill. 

After agreeing to the report of the Commit¬ 
tee, the Honsa passed the bill—yeas 101, nays 
60. 

Mr. Sickles, of New York, from the com¬ 
mittee of further conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two houses on the ocean mail 
steamer appropriation bill, submitted a report, 
to the effect that each house make certain 
concessions. 

The question was taken, and the report 
agreed to—yeas 98, nays 73. 

Mr. Johr, Cochrane, of New York, from the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two houses on the bill providing for 
collecting the revenue from customs, submitted 
a report, recommending that each house make 
certain concessions. 

The question being taken, the report was 
agreed to. 

Mr Phillips, of Pennsylvania, from the com¬ 
mittee of further conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two houses on the bill making 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department for the next fiscal year, submitted 
a report to the effect that the committee could 
not agree. 

Mr. J. Glancy Jones stated that the Com¬ 
mittee of Ways one Means hBd reported the 
usual bill for the service of the Post office De¬ 
partment, and it passed the House, but was 
loaded down in the Senate with amendments. 
Two committees of conference had already 
been unable to agree, and, from private inform¬ 
ation, he did not believe they ever would agree. 
He therefore moved that the report be laid on 
the table, with a view of offering the original 
bill passed by the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. J. Glancy Jones then, by unanimous 
consent, reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means the original hill, and the House, by 
unanimous consent, proceeded to its considera- 

On motion of Mr. J. Glancy Jones, the 
House then went into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Harris, of Illi¬ 
nois, in the chair,) and proceeded to the consid¬ 
eration of the Indian deficiency appropriation 
bill. 

The amendments of the Senate were several¬ 
ly agreed to, and the bill laid aside to be re¬ 
ported to the House for its action. 

The Committee next took up the amend¬ 
ments of the Senate to the loan bill. 

On motion of Mr. J. Glancy Jones, an 
amendment was adopted, increasing the sum 
to be borrowed to $20,000,000. 

The bill was then laid aside, and the Com¬ 
mittee rose and reported both bills to the House 
for its action. 

The action of the Committee on the amend¬ 
ments to the Indian deficiency appropriation 
bill being sustained by the House, the bill is 
passed. 

The amendments of the Senate to the loan 
bill, as amended in Committee, were agreed to 
by the House; and the bill again goes to the 
Senate. 

The Senate having returned the loan bill, 
insisting on their amendment, fixing the rate 
of interest at five per cent., 

Mr. J. Glancy Jones moved that the House 
recede; which motion prevailed. So the bill 
is passed. 

Mr. Stanton, of Ohio, moved that when the 
House adjourn to day, it adjourn to meet at 
ten o’clock on Monday next; which motion was 
agreed to. 

And then, at ten minutes past twelve o’clock 
M. the House adjourned. 

Monday, June 14, 1858. 

Both Houses postponed the adjournment to 
the hour of six o’clock. 

SENATE. 

Some discussion took place in regard to the 
manner in which the House had acted on the 
Post Office appropriation bill; and subse¬ 
quently, the bill having been received from the 
House with its disagreement to all the amend¬ 
ments, a new committee of conference was ap¬ 
pointed, and a report was soon thereafter 
agreed upon, the Senate receding from its 
amendments, by the following vote: 

Yeas —Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bigler, Bright, 
Chandler, Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Dix¬ 
on, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Gwin, Hale, Harlan, Houston, Hunter, Ken¬ 
nedy, King, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Polk, 
Reid, Seward, Simmons, Thompson of Ken¬ 
tucky, Trumbull, Wilson, Wright, and Yulee— 
33. 

Nays —Messrs. Benjamin, Broderick, Brown, 
Clay, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, Hammond, John¬ 
son of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Jones, 
Pugh, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Toombs, and Wade—17. 

Several Executive sessions were held duriug 
the day. 

In the usual temporary absence of the Vice 
President, the Hon. Benjamin Fitzpatrick was 
chosen President of the Senate pro tempore. 

On Mr. Seward’s motion, a vote ot thanks 
wag accorded unanimously to Vice President 
Breckinridge, for the dignity and impartiality 
with which he had presided over the body da¬ 
ring the session—a compliment well deserved 
and cordially bestowed. 

A joint committee having previously waited 
upon the President of the United States, and 
reported that the President had no further 
communication to make to the two houses, 
upon the arrival of the hour of six o’clock, the 
Bession was closed. 

HOUSE. 

The House being notified that the President 
of the United States had signed the several ap¬ 
propriation bills thus far submitted to him, Mr. 
J. G. Jones moved to take from the table the 
Post Office appropriation bill, which, he Baid, 
had been disposed of temporarily, without any 


intended discourtesy to the Senate, but simply 
to express the objection of the House to the 
mode of appending subjects of general legisla¬ 
tion to appropriation bills. He suggested that 
the House should insist on its disagreement to 
all the Senatejs amendments, and ask a further 
conference. 

This course was adopted; and Mr. Phillips, 
of Pennsylvania, soon thereafter reported that 
the Senate had receded from its amendments. 

The bill was thus passed. 

Several resolutions were adopted, having 
reference to the business of the next session. 

At the hour of six o’clock, Mr. Speaker Orr 
declared the body adjourned sine die. 


.WA SHINGTON, D. C. 

THURSDAY,, JUNE 17, 1858, 

FOUR MONTHS CLUB SUBSCRIBERS. 

The members of clubs that subscribed for 
four months will please take notice that their 
subscriptions will expire on the first of July, 
after which no papers will be sent to them, un¬ 
less ordered. We hope that those who were 
active in getting up the clubs, will be as active 
in renewing them. Where this is not the ease, 
let the subscribers act both for themselves and 
others. Look to our Prospectus for terms, for 
the year and for six months, for clubs and sin¬ 
gle subscriptions. 

Need we again remind our friends of the 
very great difficulty of keeping up such a paper 
as the Era in Washington 7 No local senti¬ 
ment, no local interest sustains it. It has no 
Government patronage, and would not have it, 
if it could. It is not a mere party organ, and 
can claim no favor as such. It is no sensation 
paper—does not publish flash stories—furnishes 
no startling chronicles of crimes. It has little 
advertising custom, and its just and legal claim 
to the advertisements of the Executive Depart¬ 
ments iB from year to year denied. What, 
then, has it to depend upon but the subscrip¬ 
tions of those friends who for eleven years have 
believed that such a paper is needed in Wash¬ 
ington ? All we ask is that they stand by ns, 
and labor to repair the damages that our list 
must constantly suffer from the vicissitudes of 
time and opinion. 


Will our friends of the Press please call at¬ 
tention to the following notice: 

In the National Era of July 1, will be com¬ 
menced the publication of a new Novel, enti¬ 
tled as follows: 

HERMAN.; 

YOUNG KNIGHTHOOD. 


field &nd itB ^ rdinary fasWon8 and P r *cti 
“.Suppose, Miss Minerva, I say tie Golden 


The work will appear weekly, till completed. 
Persons wishing to subscribe Bhould send in 
their subscriptions immediately, to begin with 
the first chapter of the novel, which will have 
peculiar attractions for both the Northern and 
Southern mind. 

RE-ELECTION OF SENATOR HALE. 

The re-election of Mr. Hale, United States 
Senator for six years, from the close of his pres¬ 
ent term, will be hailed with pleasure by the 
friends of Freedom throughout the Union. Ten 
year* ago, he appeared in the Senate, as the 
first representative in that body of the Princi¬ 
ples On which the Republican movement now 
rests, and, from that time to this, he has justi¬ 
fied the wisdom of the People who sent him 
to maintain and defend them. Prompt, cour¬ 
ageous, and able, true, consistent, and sagacious, 
he has won a noble reputation and a position of 
great influence, while long experience has quali¬ 
fied him for additional usefulness. A New Hamp¬ 
shire paper, which has more sympathies with the 
past than present, deplores the re-election of 
Mr. Hale, claims that some representative man 
of the Whig Party ought to have succeeded 
him, and that the old Free Soil Party is too 
grasping after office. The article is ungenerous, 
unjust, and ill-advised. The present colleague 
of Mr. Hale is of Whig antecedents, as was the 
late Senator Bell, while the Judiciary of the 
State, the Executive Department, and the Leg¬ 
islative ojlices, are filled, to a great extent, by 
men formerly members of the Whig or Demo¬ 
cratic Parties, The Free Soil Pioneers have 
not complained, but they were right in insisting 
upon the re-election of a man to the Senate who 
struck the first successful blow at the Slavery 
Despotism which bound the State, who battled 
for Freedom when it cost a good deal more than 
it now does, and who is better qualified by his 
experience to do effectual service in the cause 
in the Senate than any. new man, no matter 
what his merit. 

The Boston Atlas and Bee says : 

“ Mr, Hale was among the foremost men in 
the nation that came out from his party, and 
placed himself in active opposition to the slave 
power of the South. For several years, Mr. 
Hale and Salmon P. Chase stood almost alone 
in the Senate in defence of the principles 
which now form the basis of that great Ameri- 
can Republican party [he means the Republi- 
L can party] of the country, which has gathered 
within its fold a majority of the intelligent, lib¬ 
erty-loving men of the Union. The seed which 
these men sowed took root and grew, and has 
borne good fruit. Ten years ago, Mr. Hale 
was the Only Republican member of the Senate 
from New England, now there is but one who 
is not a Republican, and the Legislature of 
Rhode Island, a fortnight ago, weeded that one 
out, so that in the next Congress the six New 
England States will be represented in the Sen¬ 
ate by twelve Republican Senators, and we 
trust that the delegation in the lower House 
will be equally unanimous in the same direc- 


UtAh.— Late advices from Utah confirm the 
report that Gov. Cumming had entered Salt 
Lake City. The Morfnons had given np the 
idea of fighting, and were qnietly at work. It 
It is not at all unlikely that the warlike rumors 
of a few days ago were the work of interested 
parties who wanted all the appropriation bills 
passed. 

®SV Congress has adjourned without doiDg 
a great deal of business which was ready for 
its consideration. Several reports were waiting 
to be made, and the private calendar was only 
commenced. Doubtless, many schemes of plun¬ 
der are staved off in this way, but if is also a 
fact that very many honest and suffering claim¬ 
ants are sent home penniless. 

BS“ There has not, perhaps, been so much 
lobbying at Washington the paBt session as at 
previous ones, but there has been a plenty of it. 
Several fat jobs have been pushed through both 
Houses —some in thegeneral appropriation bills, 
others independently. Democrats and Repub¬ 
licans have together voted for them. 


The closing sittings of Congress were 
free of many of the usual nnpleasant accompa¬ 
niments. There was little or no drunkenness, 
no personal altercation, and, upon the whole, a 
marked abstinence from the use of violent lan¬ 
guage. In the House, the opinion, we believe 
was general, that Col. Orr has acquitted him¬ 
self very handsomely during the session. 


REPARATION TO BE MADE. 

Arrivals from Havana to the 30th ultimo 
confirm the intelligence that the English Con¬ 
sul and the Commander of the Styx had has¬ 
tened to express to the Captain General, in 
emphatic terms, their disapprobation of the 
the conduct of the steamer Buzzard, in board¬ 
ing and searching American vessels in the har¬ 
bors of the island. 

Lord Napier lately sent dispatches to the 
British Admiral on the subject of the outrages 
in the gulf, and, on the 9th instant, ap officer 
arrived at the British Legation, with dispatches 
from Admiral Stewart at Bermuda. The state¬ 
ment is, that the British cruisers in the Gulf 
have no new instructions, either from the Ad¬ 
miral or from England, but are acting simply 
under the ordinary instructions in relation to 
the slave trade; and that, before receiving of¬ 
ficial intelligence, the Admiral had dispatched 
a special Steamer, the Devastation, in pursuit 
of the Styx, to require a report of her proceed¬ 
ings. 

Dispatches about the same time were re¬ 
ceived at the Navy Department from Captain 
Rodgers of the United States steamer Water 
Witch at Key West, announcing the arrival 
there of the British steamer Jasper, Captain 
Pym, in search of the Styx, with despatches 
for her commander from the British Admiral, 
supposed to be on the subject of the late pro¬ 
ceedings of the Styx. Captain Pym expressed 
much surprise and regret at the excitement in 
the United States, and said that nothing offen¬ 
sive was intended, and no new orders had been 
issued. 

The Royal Gazelle, printed at Bermuda, on 
tbe 25th ultimo devoted half a column to no¬ 
ticing the intelligence from the United States 
in relation to the searches of American vessels 
by British cruisers. The case of the schooner 
Mobile, as represented in the American papers, 
it regards as simply incredible, but adds that, 
if the fact of such outrages be established, they 
create as much indignation as has been ex¬ 
pressed in the United States. It is perfectly 
satisfied that the British Government is ready 
and willing frankly to make every reparation. 

It is rather remarkable, that while the Brit¬ 
ish Minister, the British Admiral and British 
officers are themselves surprised at these strange 
occurrences in the gulf, and are moving ener¬ 
getically to put a stop to them, a portion of the 
American Press cannot find half so much 
in these transactions to blame, as in 
very natural indignation with which the 
American Senate regards them. In this 
case, the British Minister and Admiral seem 
to have a clearer sense than some of our 
countrymen, of what is due to the American flag. 
Should the British Government make ample 
reparation, as may be anticipated, the jour¬ 
nalists alluded to, who have been contending 
for the right of its cruisers to do just what the 
British Admiral seems determined they shall 
not do, will be left in rather an awkward pre¬ 
dicament. 


The reader will find on the fourth page of 
the Era a letter from Howell Cobb, Secretary 
of the Treasury, containing an important de¬ 
cision, under our laws, in regard to the African 
slave trade. 

E. Lafitte k Co., merchants of Charleston, 
S. C., having, under instructions from C. A. 
Lamar, of Savannah, Georgia, applied to Mr. 
Colcock, Collector of the port, to clear his ship, 
the Richard Cobden, for the coast of Africa, 
“ for the purpose of taking on board African 
emigrants, in accordance with the United States 
passenger laws, and returning with the < 
to a port in the United States,” the Collector 
asked the opinion of the Department, as to the 
propriety of granting the application. Mr. 
Cobb instructs him to refuse the application, 
the undertaking being in clear contravention 
or evasion of the»Laws of the United States. 
The act of 1807 prohibits the importation or 
bringing into the United States, of any negro, 
mulatto, or .person of color, “ as a slave, or to 
be held to service or labor Of course, the 
Apprentice scheme, which the Louisiana Legis¬ 
lature came very near sanctioning, conld not 
have been carried into operation without a 
flagrant violation of this act. Another law, 
passed in 1803, prohibits the importation of 
any “ negro, mulatto, or ether person of color, 
not being a native, citizen, or registered sea¬ 
man of the United States, or seamen, natives 
of countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, 
into the ports of any State which bylaw has 
prohibited or shall prohibit the admission of 
such negro, mulatto, or other person of color.” 
This law provides for the exclusion of free 
persons of color, as well as of Blaves—and as 
all of the slave States have prohibited by law 
the admission of free colored persons, no man 
can import or cause to be imported into them 
emigrants from Africa, without violating the 
laws of the United States. Under whatsoever 
aspect this enterprise of Lafitte k Co. may be 
considered, it is clearly illegal. The Secretary 
presents these views at considerable length, 
and with great force of argument. 

It remains to be seen what effect this decision 
will have in the South. If rumors, credited 
by a portion of the Southern press, are to be 
relied npon, already emigrants from the coast 
of Africa have been imported into the United 
States. Can it be that the- Collector at New 
Orleans has been less scrupulous' than the 
Charleston officer ? If the Administration be 
in earnest, it will not reBt satisfied with simply 
making public this decision of the Depart¬ 
ment. It will issue peremptory instructions to 
every Collector in the United States to refuse 
any clearances for such purposes as are boldly 
proclaimed by these Charleston merchants, and 
immediately set on foot proceedings with a 
View to bring to punishment any persons who 
may have violated the laws by the importation 
of African apprentices, as they are called— 
if indeed there has been any such scoun- 
drelism perpetrated. Lafitte & Co. are in¬ 
dignant at the letter of Mr. Cobb, as contain¬ 
ing imputations of a design on their part to 
evade or violate the Laws. They say it is for 
their principal, Mr. Lamar, to judge how far 
the decision “may serve to debar him from 
the prosecution of his proposed enterprise, and 
it is for him to take such steps as he may deem 
proper to test the legal question [affecting his 
rigbtB.” 

It is hardly probable that we have seen the 
end of this matter. Two years ago, the pre¬ 
diction that a seriouB attempt would be made 
in the South to reopen the foreign slave trade 
was scouted as utterly fanatical. Now, we see 
a deliberate movement by a large portion of 
Southern Slaveholders to accomplish this very 
object.- Hopeless of succeeding by open and 
direct methods, the plot is to reach the great 
end covertly. They will not insist upon a re¬ 
peal of the Laws interdicting the slave trade— 
they will not seek to import Africans bound to 
Service—they will only ship “ emigrants from 
the coast of Africa, in accordance with thepas- 
senger laws of the United States.” But, here 
an unexpected obstacle meets them. Their 
own States prohibit the admission of free per¬ 
sons of color, and a law of the United States 
forbids the importation of such persons into 
any State whose laws prohibit their admission. 
How is this difficulty to be got over? By 
State action. Let South Carolina, Georgis* 
and Louisiana, pass acts modifying their laws 


in relation to free colored people, so as to allow 
their entrance from abroad, while they continue 
to exclude them from other States. Under 
what law, then, could the shipping of “ i 
grants from the coast of Africa, in accordance 
with the passenger laws of the United States,” 
be interdicted ? The object undoubtedly would 
be, to enslave'them, to add them to the stock 
of slave laborers at the South. But, would the 
Administration so decide? How long would 
Mr. Buchanan hold out against a formidable 
movement of this kind among leading States 
of the South ? He was in favor at first of sub¬ 
mitting the Constitution of Kansas to a fair 
vote of the People—but Georgia, Texas, and 
Mississippi rebelled against this policy, and, 
fearful of Disunion, Mr. Buchanan succumbed, 
sacrificed the principle of submission, and h 
Bisted that Kansas should be dragged into the 
Union under a Constitution her People had ri 
pudiated. How long will such an Administra¬ 
tion maintain its ground against any combined 
movement of the South ? We have no faith in 
it. The necessity of additional supplies of labor 
in the planting regions is too urgent to allow 
the supposition that the struggle to obtain them 
from abroad will be easily abandoned. Defeat 
will make the leaders in this business more 
termined, more desperate. It is a matter of life 
and death with them. 

“But, what a horrible exhibition of selfish, 
ness I Behold the result of Slaveholding Civ¬ 
ilization, Republicanism, and Christianity 1 
Africa again to be delivered up to ravage, spo¬ 
liation, butchery, and kidnapping! The hor¬ 
rors of the middle passage to be revived, and the 
South filled to repletion with hordes of savages, 
to the exclusion of whit® People, with the e 
ception of overseers, agents, and thriftless ab¬ 
sentees 1 How the millions of whites who have 
no interest in Slavery, but whose field for enter¬ 
prise and political power, are constantly ham' 
pered by the few hundred thousand planters, 
oan submit to their rule and acquiesce in their 
infernally selfish policy, which looks merely to 
their own sordid gain, without the slightest ref¬ 
erence to other interests, can be explained only 
on the assumption of a singular want of intel¬ 
ligence among them. 


THE TWO SYSTEMS—THE FUTURE. 

A gentleman who has travelled extensively 
in the Indian Territory called Neosho, states 
that large numbers cf persons from Missouri 
and Arkansas, with their slaves, had settled in 
that Territory, with the connivance of the In¬ 
dian agents; that a strong desire prevails 
among the Choctaws for admission into the 
Union as a State; and that the Cherokees are 
inclined to the same measure, although not 
unanimous. Both nations are deeply interested 
in slaves. So reports a letter-writer for the 
Chicago Tribune. 

As the Committee on Indian Affairs in Con¬ 
gress are controlled by slaveholders, and a 
slaveholder stands at the head of the Depart¬ 
ment of the Interior, which has the supervision 
of the Indian agencies, it is easy to see how com¬ 
pletely the social and political institutions of 
the Indian Territory are under Pro-Slavery 
fluence. 

Lately, letter-writers in Washington talk con¬ 
fidently of overtures in regard to the purchase 
of Sonora, Chihuahua, and Lower California. 
Some say our Government has offered to buy— 
some, that the Mexican Government has offered 
to sell. The men who are urging the organiza¬ 
tion of a Territorial Government in Arizona, 
are anxious to obtain Sonora, so as to secure a 
Guyamas as a port of entry, without which, they 
say, the new Territory would possess little 

The Washington correspondent of the Rich¬ 
mond (Ya.) South insists upon the continuance 
of Mr. Forsyth as our Minister to Mexico. 

“ He is a Southern man, and imbued with 
Southern ideas. We need and ought to insist 
upon the appointment of such men at Madrid, 
Brazil, Mexico, and Central America. Our in¬ 
terests demand the appointment of men who 
will feel a proper desire to promote Southern in¬ 
terests, and competent for this work. The South 
is not represented in the State Department, 
and the principles of Eli Thayer have been sub¬ 
stituted for the Southern and Pro-Slavery re¬ 
gime of Walker in Nicaragua.” 

Here, too, 1 b a significant paragraph from one 
of onr exchanges : 

“ Gen. Houston’s Expedition to Mexico — 
General Houston, immediately after the ad¬ 
journment of Congress, contemplates an expe¬ 
dition into Mexico, with a company of four or 
five thousand men, who are anxious to follow 
the hero of the Alamo to new conquests. Walk¬ 
er and Henningsen do not inspire the adven¬ 
turous youth of the South with confidence, and 
it has been signified to Gen. Houston, that if 
he would lead them, there were thousands ready 
to follow him to any part of Mexico. The un¬ 
derstanding is that they are to Texasize anoth¬ 
er slice of Mexico, and bring it into the Union, 
and, with it, Houston into the Senate.” 

It would seem by late news from Mexico 

at our filibusters are figuring in its troubles. 
The New Orleans True Delta sums up the in¬ 
telligence as follows: 

“ From Gen. Garza’s intercepted correspond¬ 
ence it seems that the Yankees are by no 
means uninterested spectators of the conflict. 
Sr. Ramon Lafon, writing from Matamoras to 
Gen. Garza, April 22, states that four thousand 
muskets were Under way from New York for 
Gen. Vidaurri, In the same letter, the writer 
reoommends Gen. Garvajal, of Sierra Madre 
notoriety, as a competent military leader. The 
filibusters are mentioned in a letter written by 
Sr. Juan Prado, in anything but a friendly 
spirit. Mexicans, it seems, of whatever party, 
have a dread of Americans, and like to do their 
fighting alone.” 

In connection with the movements alluded 
to in these extracts, the reader will please bear 

mind how Texas was appropriated by the 
Slave Power, then wrested from Mexico!, finally 
annexed to the United States : how the 
that grew out of that transaction was conducted 
with a view to the appropriation of other Mex¬ 
ican territories to the uses of Slavery, which, 
however, was compelled to yield the most im¬ 
portant of them to Freedom, while it has nat 
made sure of the others: how many millions 
given for the Gadsden purchase, to pro¬ 
vide the way for a Southern railroad to the 
Pacific: how filibuster Walker undertook to 
subdue Central America, and re-establish Sla¬ 
very : how many plots have been concocted for 
the seizure of Cuba, and how many hundred 
millions have been offered by Pro-Slavery Ad¬ 
ministrations, to purchase it from Spain. 

Keeping in view all these events, past and 
present, read the following editorial from the 
Richmond (Fa.) Enquirer of May 27th : 

Free Labor and Slave Labor.— The bound¬ 
less expanse of unoccupied Western territo¬ 
ry lies open to the march of free labor and 
whits population. There a climate exists, by 
the decree of Providence, which fordids the ap¬ 
proach of slave labor—there the persevering and 
indomitable energy that makes New England 
the wonder and the admiration of the world, 
finds a theatre for further development. Amid 
that cold and ungenial climate, the negro droops 
and dies. There a wise economy will never 
seek to carry slave labor. No action of the 
Federal Government will ever be sought or 
desired, by any rational advocate of Slavery, to 
force the institution into a territory where the 
climate forbids its profitable employment. 

“The territory thus opened to free labor will 
find no molestation from the encroachments of 
Slavery; for the same wise Providence opens to 
the further development of Slavery a splendid 
expanse of country in Mexico and Central 
America. The West India islands, at no dis¬ 
tant day, regenerated and disenthralled from 
the rude hand of negro barbarities, may join 
our glorious Union , to swell the area of the 
civilization of Slavery. There land and negroes 
are to our hand, without the ‘ slave trade.’ We 
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there acquire a further increase of labor, that 
does not diminish that we already hold. And 
in the vista of a no distant future we may yet 
see the Sandwich Islands as completing the 
galaxy of slave States in a centenary Union. 
Here, then, Providence has provided land-room 
for both institutions; ‘ no pent-up Utica ’ con¬ 
trols the destinies of either; the boundless con¬ 
tinent and the islands thereof belong to both. 
There can be no conflict where Heaven’s decrees 
forbid the encroachments of Slavery npon the 
allotted territory of Freedom; and the sun of 
heaven stands ready with his scorching rays to 
forbid the violation of negro territory by the 
inconsiderate immigration of white labor. 

“ The London Times of May 6, speaking the 
sentiments of the English people and Govern¬ 
ment, after a graphic description of the present 
distracted condition of Mexico, says : ‘ Under 
these circumstances, the United States have only 
to wait a little, and they may have the country 
on their own terms.' 

“ Here, then, John Bail surrenders Mexico 
to the tender mercies of Brother Jonathan. 
Continuing, the British Thunderer next annexes 
Granada, and says: ‘ Here, as in the case of 
Mexico, there is a total absence of any reason 
for the United States to make the slightest 
exertion,’ and ‘that Gonzales, the Attorney 
General at Bogota, has absolutely recommended 
in an official document to the New Granadian 
Congress, that they should apply for immediate 
admission into the American Union.’ 

“Lastly, the Republic of Venezuela will ‘ fol¬ 
low, as a matter of course,’ the annexation of 
Granada; and that ‘Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
Salvador, and Guatemala, will be ready to go 
with the stream,’ and that the only obstacle to 
this consummation, so devoutly wished for, is 
the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, which is fast being 
‘ knocked into a cocked-hat ’ at Washington.” 

One might suppose, from the restless disposi¬ 
tion and the lust of territorial acquisition preva¬ 
lent in the slave States, that they have too little 
room for their population; but the census 
shows that with only two fifths of the popula¬ 
tion, they have three-fifths of the land com¬ 
prised within the States of the Union; that 
while the free States have increased their num¬ 
bers since 1790, 707 per cent., the slave States 
have increased theirs only 450 per cent.; that 
the average number of inhabitants to a square 
mile is, in them, only 11.28, in the free States, 
21.93. These States, too, receive the great 
mass of the foreign immigrants, go that they 
always have a reasonable amount of Labor. 
And yet their people are quiet, and show no 
disposition to break over into the territories 
of their neighbors, and seize them for their 
. use. A larger population, on a smaller area, 
with more executive energy, they confine them¬ 
selves within their own metes and bounds, sub¬ 
jugating the wilds of the West, and building 
up well-ordered States. In the slave States, a 
much smaller population, on a larger area, with 
an insufficient supply of labor, is dissatisfied 
with its title to a vast domain yet unoccupied, 
is forever trespassing upon the rights of its 
neighbors, and laboring to appropriate regions 
to which it has no title, and which it oannot 
even occupy I 

There are reasons for this radical difference. 
On the North we are bounded by the posses¬ 
sions of Powers able to maintain their rights, 
and avenge the violation of them. Free Labor 
institutions, too, by leading to an infinite diver¬ 
sification of the forms of industry, enable 
every man to become a producer. There is no 
class of drones. Working men expend their 
activities in profitable employment. Steady 
progress and equal, orderly development are 
the rssults. 

On our Southern border are weak, anarchi¬ 
cal Governments, mongrel communities, unable 
to avenge insult and inspire respect for their 
rights. Their condition invites aggression ; 
the irresponsible violence of their people at 
times furnishes the pretext. 

Bnt even this state of things would not give 
rise to filibustering, were it not for the working 
of “ tbe peculiar institution.” It limits the field 
of legitimate enterprise and industry in the 
slave States. It prevents the growth of manu¬ 
factures, commerce, and mechanical pursuits. 
By exempting the sons of planters from the 
necessity of employment, and by leaving the 
poorer white people without remunerative la¬ 
bor, it gives birth to a class of adventurers, frill 
of activities, but with no suitable field for their 
display. These, with the idlers and adventur¬ 
ers of the large cities of the North, constitute 
the materiel ©f our filibustering expeditions. 
They direct their efforts southwardly, because 
the obstacles are fewer in that quarter, and, 
especially, because they are controlled by slave¬ 
holding ideaB—such views, for example, as are 
presented by the Richmond Enquirer. 

Subjugate Central America to the dominion 
of Slavery, and the market for slaves would be 
quickened—the value of that kind of “ proper¬ 
ty ” would increase in Virginia and the slave- 
breeding States. The movement, as a mere 
business enterprise, commends itself to them. 
The Slave-importing or planting States cannot 
be supposed to regard the subject under that 
aspect. They have no labor to Bpare; as we 
have said, their need is, more labor, not more 
land. Why, then, are they, or rather the 
planters in those States, so deeply implicated 
in all the filibustering movements? For the 
same reason that John C. Calhoun sought the 
annexation of Texas, and his disciples, in later 
days, have sought the enslavement of Kansas. 
They will have no free States hemming them 
in—they demand free course and unbounded 
scope for Slavery. 

Central America and the States of the Gulf, 
under well-organized non-slaveholding Gov¬ 
ernments, and producing largely all tropical 
1 staples, would be most inconvenient neighbors. 

Another, and most forcible consideration 
operates npon the Slave Interest, in all the 
States. 

Flourishing Free States all along onr South¬ 
ern border, would prevent the growth of that 
Interest in political power, place a perpetual 
limit to the increase of Slave States, and dis¬ 
pel the fond illusion cherished by the Slavs 
Power of the extension of the empire of Slave¬ 
ry over the whole of North America lying 
South of the Union. 

We are not alarmed at the idea of Territo¬ 
rial expansion; but expansion by such methods 
and for such purpose as Slavery proposes, is not 
to be tolerated by a Christian nation. Had 
onr country uniformly maintained a just and 
! magnanimous position towards the Republics 
and States sonth of us, had not filibustering 
and Slavery propagandism, hand in hand, 
sought from time to time to despoil them of 
their lands and uproot their institutions, ere 
this, State after State in that quarter would 
have sought admission into our Union. But, 
this did not suit the policy of expansion as un¬ 
derstood by the Slave Power. It wanted no 
States already formed, with settled free-labor 
institutions. Its plan was insidiously to ob- ' 
tain foothold in convenient Territory, gradual¬ 
ly supplant the native inhabitants, then revolu¬ 
tionize, set up Slavery, and annex to the Union. 

So it dealt with Texas; so it tried to deal with 
Nicaragua; so it is working now in regard to 
Sonora and Chihuahua. It would bar out all 
settlement of the extensive countries on onr 
South, hut appropriate just as much of them at 
a time as it can digest. 

We have the Richmond Enquirer’s plan of 
expansion. Some mousing politicians, sup¬ 
posing that, with the settlement of the Kansas 
Question, the Republicans are deprived of an 
issue, are proposing a reconstruction of Parties. 

It will be time enough to-talk of this when the 
politics of the South shall undergo reconstruc¬ 
tion. So long as they involve nothing but plans 
for the reopening of the African Slave Trade, 
the annexation of Cuba, the seizure of the 
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tee West Indies and the redaction of their 
negroes to Slavery, and the subjugation of the 
whole of the North American continent south Of 
ns to Negro Slavery, it is absurd to talk as if the 
agitation of the question of Slavery could cease. 
There can be no reconstruction of Parties at the 
North, till the South abandon once for all the 
policy of using the Federal Government as an 
agent for the support and aggrandizement of 
Slavery, There is just this little defect in the 
magnificent scheme of the Richmond Enqui¬ 
rer—it involves the necessity not only of acqui¬ 
escence, but action, on the part of the free States, 
or rather on the part of twenty millions of white 
People, who not only have no interest in the 
spread of Slavery, but would be fearfully dam¬ 
aged by it—and the great majority of whom 
would feel themselves dishonored and criminal, 
were they to consent to such a policy. 

Are they to be seduced into such a partner¬ 
ship in crime ? Will they suffer the American 
Union to stand before the world as the one great 
Propagandist of Negro Slavery and Patron of 
the Slave Trade? They want no reconstruction 
of Parties. They intend, at the'next election, 
to place in the Presidential chair some man 
who will not regard with cold-blooded indiffer- I 
ence the prosecution of the African Slave Trade | 
under the American flag; who wi^l not dream 
of the re-enslavement of free negroes in the I 
West Indies ; who will not seek to increase the 
number of negro slaves in our Union, and aug¬ 
ment the political power of the Slave Interest, 
by paying two hundred millions of the People’s 
money for Cuba; who will not countenance 
Propagandism on our Southern border, but 
give aid and countenance to the weak States 
who are endeavoring to bring order out of con¬ 
fusion ; who will not use all the power of his 
patronage and position to organize Territories 
with slave-labor institutions, in utter contempt 
of the People’s known will. 

This is work enough for the present—and for 
this we need no reconstruction of Parties. The 
Republicans have already undertaken the task, 
by plain, common-sense methods, on sound 
principles, and all who are sincerely in favor of 
its accomplishment, will heartily unite with 
them. 

“ GAME OF BRAG.” * 

“ It will be seen by the Senate debate of to¬ 
day that the Republicans and Senator Douglas 
have fairly beaten the Administration in its 
game of brag on the British outrages. On this 
subject it was well remarked, the other day, by 
Sartiges, the French Minister, in reply to a 
distinguished Senator who was saying that the 
late war speeches in the Senate were intended 
entirely for home consumption, that ‘ Foreign 
Governments ought to have private instructions 
by which to construe the language of American 
statesmen, so as to know how much is to be 
taken literally, and how much is meant for 
Bunkom.’ The effect of this observation was 
heightened by the strong accent placed on the 
last syllable.”— Wash. Cor. N. T. Eve. Post. 

If that “distinguished Senator” believed 
what he said, he did not signalize his discretion 
by making a foreign Minister his confidant. 
As to the French Minister, he has profited lit¬ 
tle by his residence in this country, if he has 
not learned that the last thing the American 
People will tolerate is, any interference with 
their flag. 

On this point there is no “ game 0/ brag; ” 
and it is j ust as well that Foreign Governments 
should know it. No Party in this country that 
should tolerate the claim of a right on the part 
of any foreign Power to visit and search our 
vessels in time of peace on the high seas, 
for any purpose whatsoever, could live, or 
would deserve to live. 

We do not apprehend war with England, 
simply for the reason that we do not believe 
the English Government will hesitate to disa¬ 
vow the acts of her cruisnrs, and make suitable 
reparation. 

AN ATTEMPT TO ABOLISH CHEAP POSTAGE. 

The Public will be surprised to learn that 
a serious attempt was made by the Senate to¬ 
wards the close of the session, to abolish the 
franking privilege, and raise the rate of letter 
postage from, three to five cents! It was an 
after-dinner movement; thirty-one Senators 
were absent; the subject had not been dis¬ 
cussed, proposed, or dreamed of; and yet, 
without debate, without examination, without 
any intimation to opposing Senators, the at¬ 
tempt was boldly made in a bare quorum of the 
Senate, to effect a revolution, damaging the 
interests of every business house and every 
family in the country. By a vote of 18 to 15, 
that iB, by a vote of eighteen out of sixty-four 
members, the post office appropriation bill was 
amended, so as to abolish the franking privi¬ 
lege, and raise the postage to five oents. The 
House, as might be expected, refused to concur 
in the amendments. A Committee of Confer¬ 
ence was appointed. No agreement could be 
effected, and another committee was appoint¬ 
ed, with no more success. The Senators who 
had undertaken to dragoon .the Representa¬ 
tives of the People into submission to their 
will, grew indignant; the House was firm and 
spirited, and laid the whole subject on the 
table. Another bill, precisely like the original 
one, was reported, put through all its stages, 
passed, and sent to the Senate. Some of the 
Senators talked largely of their rights, and an¬ 
grily about the House, and without doing any¬ 
thing further, at twelve o’clock Saturday night 
that excited body adjourned. The sober second 
thought, however, prevailed. Monday, the 
Honse, to give the Senate a last opportunity to 
recede, reconsidered the vote by which it had 
tabled the first hill and the amendments, and 
agreed to a third committee of conference. 
The Senate receded from its amendments, and 
the bill was then passed. 

It is well that it did. In almost any struggle 
between the two Houses, the People will be 
apt to side with the popular branch; but on 
each an issue as that of cheap postage, a delib¬ 
erate attempt of the Senate to browbeat and 
subdue the House, would cover it with over¬ 
whelming odium. As it is, that body is not 
quite so popular as it might be. Jt is too 
much under the domination of Class Interests. 
The members, elected for six years, and not 
by the people, but by intermediate bodies, have, 
too little sympathy with popular ideas. The 
conduct of that portion of them who attempt¬ 
ed to change our system of cheap postage, 
shows how profound their ignorance of the 
masses of the People, or how reckless of their 
interests. Slaves do not use the post office j 
and as to the poor whites of the South, they 
have little interest in its facilities, and no influ¬ 
ence over the men who represent their States. 
Slaveholding Senators either suppose the mass¬ 
es of the free-States People to be in a similar 
condition, or care nothing for their wants. 
That they should be indifferent or hostile to 
cheap postage, is to be expected. The free 
States yield a net revenue on postage to the 
General Government—the slave States are al¬ 
ways deficient. Appropriations from the Treas- I 
ury to make up the deficit, would be equitable j 
enough, although the burden would be borne 
by the whole country for one of its sections. 
But these magnanimous Senators will have 
none of this; they insist that the Post Office 
Department shall pay for itself; which means, 
that the postage shall be so regulated that the 
net revenue in the free States shall co mpletely 
cover the deficit in the slave States j that the 
People of the former shall be heavily taxed in 
their letter correspondence, to furnish mail fa- 
pil’ries to the latter) 


I We want no more Senatorial tinkering with 
! the Post Office. Had the miserable attempt 
to raise the rates succeeded, there would have 
been a storm about the ears of Congress, such 
as it has not been accustomed to hear. 

As to the franking privilege, it is a burden 
to members, a privilege merely to the People. 
The saving in postage to member on their own 
correspondence is insignificant; but the bur¬ 
den imposed upon them, in the matter]of send¬ 
ing out speeches and documents, is oppressive. 

WASHINGTON ITEMS. 

There was an exciting passage at arms in 
the Senate, last week, between Senator Davis 
of Mississippi, and Senator Benjamin of Louis 
iana. The latter gentleman is noted for his 
urbanity and good humor, while Mr. Davis, in 
manner, is dictatorial, though he is unconscious 
of it. The result of the passage was a challenge 
from Mr. Benjamin, which was accepted. The 
affair was terminated honorably without a re¬ 
sort to pistols. Senator Davis apologized for 
his manner in the Senate the day after. This 
was sensible. 

The House receded from its vote cutting off 
the entire appropriation for the Capitol exten- 
1, and accepted the Senate amendment, 
which appropriates $760,000. This is $250,000 
less than the original estimate of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. No part of the money is 
to be spent in decorating the Capitol. This 
shows that the House likes Capt. Meigs as an 
agent or manager, but not as a decorator. 

The President sent a message to Congress 
last week, communicating a dispatch from Gov. 
Cumming, of Utah, expressing the opinion that 
our difficulties with Utah are ended,sand the 
three volunteer regiments will not be wanted. 
This will occasion bitter disappointment in 
some quarters. 

The Postmaster General has signed a con¬ 
tract with the Louisiana and Tehuantepec Com¬ 
pany, for the conveyance of the mails to Cali¬ 
fornia, with the privilege of delivering them 
and the passengers to the Panama line, at or 
near to Acapulco, or at Venteso bay. If deliv¬ 
ered at Venteeo, the compensation is to be 
$250,000; and if at Acapulco, $286,000 per an¬ 
num. The contract is for one year, commenc¬ 
ing with October 1st, so that this and the one 
from New York for Aspiuwall shall expire at 
the Bame time. The terms are—no service, no 


pay. 

This line, with the late arrangement for the 
mails from New York to New Orleans in three 
days and ten hours, will shorten the trip from 
New York to San Francisco eight or ten days. 

VANDALISM IN WASHINGTON. 

Under this caption, the Baltimore Sun re¬ 
counts the doings of the mob in this city after 
the municipal election of last week. The 
States says : 

“ Some of the rowdy gangs which prowled 
about the city on Monday night sought to 
revenge themselves upon the defeated candi¬ 
date for the mayoralty by breaking the windows 
and disfiguring the office of an evening cotem¬ 
porary. Again, in passing the residence of Mr. 
Wallach, (the defeated candidate,) on Louisi¬ 
ana avenue, it is alleged that insulting and 
even blackguard language was used by gangs 
within hearing of the female inmates. Colonel 
Berret has much to do, if he intends to sweep 
the Augean stable of Metropolitan rowdyism. 
We hope and trust he will be sustained in '' 
course by all good citizens.” 

The States remarks, very justly : 

11 The time is momentous. A backward step 
now would disgust the citizens, numbers of 
whom came from retirement to uphold law and 
order, and plunge us into new dangers. There 
is but one course for the new Mayor to pursue— 
only one object to have in view—the peace and 
dignity of the city. He must mark -out a path 
of rectitude, and walk it. He must not theo- 
, but act. 

There is no thinking man in the community 
bat is convinced that it is not mere party meas- 
that #re needed in municipal government. 
It is the people’s measures we want—measures 
to save life and property ; to protect the honest 
weak man, and curb the dishonest strong one. 
Measures to tear asunder limb from limb the 
villainous organizations which have patrolled 
our streets in little squads, to the danger of 
men, women, and children. Measures to pro¬ 
tect virtue and humble vice ; to hunt up and 
extirpate the dens of gaming and iniquity which 
are well known to exist; to institute a police 
that will cheerfully stand between the citizen 
and rowdy insult, and will be, a guardian, in¬ 
stead of a lazy incubus on the city. In a word, 
we want measures which will insure us and our 
families that bright mission of individual and 
*gg re g ate peace, economy, and harmony, which 
would best illustrate the freedom of onr nation¬ 
al institutions. These we want; and towards 
their promulgation and attainment, we demand 
the service of the new Mayor.” 

If the new Mayor will put down ruffianism 
of all kinds, he will deserve praise. 


New Okeeans. —The recent revolutionary 
movement at New Orleans turns out to have 
been started by politicians for political pur¬ 
poses, and it was a complete failure. The N. 
T. Post says: 

“ In New Orleans, where the opposition 
party are in the ascendant, a revolution has 
been started, under the captivating cry of ‘ Re¬ 
form,’ to subjogate the city to Slidell and the 
Administration. It was an outbreak of Fer¬ 
nando Woodism, resulting in the appointment 
of a Vigilance Committee, the lawless depo¬ 
sition of the constituted authorities, and the 
occupation of the city by an armed mob. The 
leading newspapers were cajoled or forced into 
the advocacy of the new movement, which was 
headed by a Federal office holder and brother- 
in-law of Mr. Slidell’s— one Mr. Beauregard- 
backed of course by the potent influences of a 
National Administration which has shown itself 
not particularly scrupulous in interfering in 
municipal politics. With all this accumulation 
of adverse influences, a vote was taken yester¬ 
day, and the cause of law and order was sus¬ 
tained. The anti-Administraton, anti-Vigil- 
ance Committee party, have elected their tick¬ 
et, and the attempted reign pf terror has been 
rebuked. The triumph has been almost as sig¬ 
nal as waB the victory gained in this pity by the 
friends of Tiemann over Wood and his Custom- 
House supporters last fall, and, so far as the 
defeated party is concerned, we hope it may 
prove as complete and final.” 

The whole public seems to have been tem¬ 
porarily depeiyed by the party presses of New 
Orleans and by the telegraphic news agent ii 
fhat city. 

John P. Hale was re-elected to th< 
United States Senate for another term by the 
New Hampshire Legislature last week. His 
majority was very large, which is an indication 
pf his popularity in New Hampshire. The other 
parts of the country will rejoice at the continu¬ 
ation of so able and popular a man in the Sen- 


y* The Administration Democrats of llli: 
nois held a State Convention last weak, Thurs' 
day, at which they nominated a State ticket? 
and passed resolutions condemnatory of the 
course of Judge Douglas. This action upon 
the part of the Convention is looked upon as 
very significant. It indicates the position of the 
Administration towards Judge Douglas, and the 
purpose of the Buchanan Democrats in Illinois 
to defeat Mr. Douglas in the Senatorial elec¬ 
tion, if possible._ 

Republican Triumph in Virginia. —The 
spring election in Hancock county, Virginia, 
closely contested between the Lecompton 
and Anti-Lecompton forces. The County Clerk 
elected is a Republican, and his majority was 
I. Mr. Buchanan carried the county in 1856 
by 169 majority. This is doing pretty well for 
“ Old yirginia.” 
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Sciences, from the Earliest to the 
rreseni rime. Jiy william Wnewell, D. D .Masterof 
Trinity College, Cambridge. The Third Edition, with 
Additions. In Two Volumes. Vol I. New York : D. 
Appleton & Co. For sale by Blanchard & Mohun, 
Washington, D. C. 

No one, of course, can do justice to an elab¬ 
orate work like this, in a short notice in a pub¬ 
lic journal. But its character as a standard 
one in the department of which it treats has 
been so thoroughly established for years, that 
there needs little to be said beyond pointing oat 
the new edition to our readers. From its intrin¬ 
sic excellence, as well as from the known abil¬ 
ity of its anthor, we may be assured that the ad¬ 
ditions enhance the value of the work. It 
hardly be expected that a book which relates 
to such a subject, treated as it is, will find many 
patrons among the great body of the reading 
public; yet the fact of its republication by an 
extensive house is a good sign. For the in¬ 
formation of those who are not familiar with 
the work in its earlier form, we quote a pas¬ 
sage from the author’s preface, indicating his 
plan. He says : 

“ According to the plan which I have pur¬ 
sued, the history of each science forms a whole 
in itself, divided into distinct but connected 
members by the epochs of its successive ad¬ 
vances.” 

He first gives, in the volume before us, a 
“ History of the Greek School Philosophy with 
Reference to Physical Science; ” then, a “ 
tory of the Physical Sciences in Ancient 
Greece; ” “ History of Greek Astronomy 
“ History of Physical Science in the Middle 
Ages;” “History of Mechanics, inelu 
Fluid Mechanics; ” “ History of Physical As¬ 
tronomy.” These seven bookB are divided and 
subdivided into numerous chapters and sections, 
of which we cannot even give the titles; bnt 
the whole is the result of much study and 
search, and he who will give his time and mind 
to its contents will find ample reason to ac¬ 
knowledge his indebtedness to the master who 
so lucidly presents the history of the past 
relation to this subject, and for the rich ma 
rial placed at his command, that it would cost 
years to search out for himself, even if the 
original sources were his, and the ability to 
pursue the investigations requisite. 

The original work, we believe, was in three 
volumes. The present edition, by means of a 
smaller type, yet aB large as necessary, is 
prised in two volumes; and they are, as to 
chanical execution, satisfactory. 

The Southern Platform; or, Manual ol Southern Senti¬ 
ment on the Subject of Slavery. By Daniel R. Goofl- 
loe. Boston : Jo bn P. Jewett Sc Co. 

We have noticed this excellent pamphlet 
before; and having received a copy of a n 
and improved edition, would again call the 
tention of our readers to it. It has met with 
universal approbation from the friends of Free¬ 
dom. It is regarded by the leading Republi¬ 
can journals as one of the best Anti-Slavery 
documents ever published, and, as such, it should 
have a wide circulation. The present edition 
is handsomely printed. All orders should be 
addressed to the publisher, Mr. Jewett. 

The North British Review for May, 1859. America 

All of the articles of this number are able. 
Their titles are— 

I. “ The Philosophy of History.” 

» 2. “ Professor Owen’s Works.” 

3. “ Gothic Architecture, Present and Fu¬ 
ture.” 

4. “ The Scottish Universities—Defects and 
Remedies.” 

5. “ Lient. Maury’s Geography of the Sea.” 

6. “ Parliamentary Government and Repre¬ 
sentation.” 

7. “ The Collected Works of Dugald Stew¬ 
art.” * 

8. “ Patristic Theology and its Apologists.” 

9. “ Rifle Practice.” 

10. “ Poems by Coventry Patmore.” 

II. “ Recent Publications.” 

The first, second, fifth, seventh, and tenth of j 
these will probably secure most readers in this 
country. There are some things in the third 
which may be commended to the notice of the 
Congress Committee on the Decoration of the 
Capitol; and in all of the papers, we donbt not, 
others besides those to whom they may seem 
professionally adapted will find valuable sug¬ 
gestions or information from abroad. 

The Life and Times of Hugh Miller. By Thomas N. 
Brown. New York: Rudd Sc Carleton. 1858. For sale 
by Taylor Sc Manry, Washington, D. C. 

There are some men whom the world will 
not readily let di'e out of memory? though they 
have passed from life. Hugh Miller was one 
of these ; and so strongly did he set his mark, 
that “who he was” requires no asking. The 
volume before ub will be received and read 
with pleasure, as noting many of the incidents 
of his remarkable life; but no memoirs of him 
can ever take the place of that autobiography 
he published under the title of “ My School¬ 
masters,” so far as it is brought down to the 
time it was written. It must not only be the 
fountain from which all others must be drawn, 
but its peculiar charms are such that even the 
extracts from it given in Mr. Brown’s hook are 
the portions which will be dwelt upon with the 
strongest interest. Still, it is hardly possible, 
with snch a subject, not to make a volume that 
will be read; and the main events in which 
Hugh Miller acted, and his position, not only 
as a man of science, but as an editor, and as 
related to the great religious movement of 
formation of a Free Church in Scotland, 
here presented and illustrated by a writer who 
is evidently familiar with the men and measures 
adopted, and by one who, in studying them, is 
able to judge discriminatingly of their bearing. 


chanan in 1856; and it is certain that the recog¬ 
nition - of the son is intended to propitiate the 
father.” _ 

Admiral Stuart has sent a vessel in pur¬ 
suit of the Styx, with instructions not to visit 
American vessels.__ 

The Americans have triumphed at 
New Orleans at the municipal election, in 
spite of the Vigilance Committee. The authori¬ 
ties have made arrests of some of the ringlead¬ 
ers among the revolutionists. Onthe other hand, 
many of the worst villains who have made New 
Orleans a terror to good men, have been fright¬ 
ened away by the action of thp Vigilance Com- 

The Missouri Democrat says that the slave sys. 
tem is virtually dead in Missouri. The industrial 
element which has forced itself into the State 
is breaking down all opposition, and will event¬ 
ually make Missouri a free State. The moment 
she discards involuntary servitude as a system 
of labor, she will take a first-class, position 
among the States. It is not in the power of the 
Pro-Slavery politicians of Missouri to prevent 
this happy consummation. 

The Kansas telegrams state that Gen. 
Lane has had a difficulty with a neighboring 
settler. Both claimed a certain well. Lane 
told his neighbor—Jenkins—that if he forced 
an entrance to said well, which Lane had locked 
up, he would shoot him. Jenkins attempted to 
do so, and was shot dead. Lane was also wound¬ 
ed. It seems that both were Free State men, 
the difficulty being a local one. If the telegraph¬ 
ic reports can be relied upon, Lane does not 
figure in the affair very honorably. 

S&“ The Star office was attacked last week 
by election rioters, the windows breken out, and 
shots were fired into the building. The Star 
has not taken an active part in the canvass. 


Littell’s Living Age. —We learn that this 
admirable weekly Selection of general literature, 
since the new arrangements in tfee publication 
of the new volume have gone into effect, has 
increased its circulatioon. It deserves all the 
success it can get, for there is no publication 
which can fill its place. It is edited and pub¬ 
lished with great care and excellent taste. 

Senator Stuart, of Michigan, will canvass 
that State this summer, taking anti-Lecompton 
ground, and asking a re-elegtion to the Senate 
upon the ground that he opposed the Lecomp¬ 
ton swindle in the Senate. 


Mr. English writes a letter to his constituents 
in Indiana, that he is not a candidate for re- 
election to Congress. It is rumored that he will 
be sent to $UBsia, to represent thjf gounfry gt 
that Court. Perhaps his talents would be bet' 
ter appreciated at the Austrian Court. 

The Washington correspondent of the Phil¬ 
adelphia Prpss says; 

“ The contest ovep the appointment of .John 
P. Stockton, who has been appointed Resident 
Minister at Geneva, Switzerland, created quite 
a scene in secret session thjs afternoon, and J 
have barely time to note the fact. Senator J. 
R. Thomson, one of the President’s earliest 
and most devoted and self sacrificing friends, 
opposes Stockton's confirmation with much 
feeling. This does not grow out of any per¬ 
sonal hostility to Mr. Stockton, who is, as I said 
in a former letter, a most accompfished gentle- 
man, but because he is put in over the head of 
Gen. James W. Wall, of Burlington, New Jer- 
sey, son of the late Garret D. Wall, and always 
a Buchanan man. Bnt there is still another res. 
son: It is not unknown to yon that Commodore 
Stockton, tbe father of the new Minister, was 
bitterly opposed to the election of Mr. Bu-' 


KANSAS NEWS. 

From Kansas Cor. of New York Times. 

Lawrence, May 31, 1858. 

For the purpose of giving the public a plain, 
unvarnished history of the horrible murders 
committed in Linn county recently, I have ob¬ 
tained a, statement from two of the wounded 
men who arrived in town on Saturday, and the 
wife of Mr. Read who accompanies them. 
Their statements are given generally in their 
own language. 

The statement of Mr. Read bears especial 
marks of conscientious troth, and they all have 
avoided everything they could not swear to 
under oath. Mr. Read has written out his own, 
and I obtained a copy for the Times from him. 

We have late news from the wars, but no 
fighting at present. A. large force is in the 
field. 

-STATEMENT OF REV. B. L. READ. 

Blooming Grove, Linn Co., K. T. 

To the Organ of the American Baptist Foreign 
Missionary Society: 

Whereas many reports will be circulated, 
relating to the horrible murders committed 
near the Marais de Cygnes river and Mis¬ 
souri line on the 19th day of May, 1858, and 
I being one of the number shot and left for 
dead, I will endeavor to give yon a correct 
statement of the transaction. 

About eight o’clock on the morning of the 
19th day of May, I went to a neighbor about a 
mile distant to get a horse to mark out some 
corn ground. While there, conversing with a 
neighbor about a school and other subjects, a 
man known as Capt. Charles A. Hamilton, with 
about thirty men, came up, all armed. He or¬ 
dered me and a man by the name of Taylor 
and a Mr. James, to fall into line. I said no. 
He drew a large pistol, cocked it, and presented 
it to me, saying, “ You won’t, will you?” I 
told him I was willing to do anything that was 
right. He then ordered me to hitch my horse 
and fall into line. I did so. He then, with 
number of his men, went into Mr. Nichols’- 
yard, and said they were going to search his 
honse. Soon after, they returned with a num¬ 
ber of guns, and said they could not find any 
powder. They then let Mr. Taylor go. Pres¬ 
ently a man driving a team (two-horse) at¬ 
tached to a wagon, drove alongside. He was 
ordered to stop. Some of the party said, 
“Where dc you live?” He replied, “Sugar 
Mound.” 

Then the order was given to get out of the 
wagon and fall into line. We did so. About 
the same time, they took my horse, and caught 
three out of Mr. Nichols’s yard. Being about 
ready to start, they let a number of men whom 
they had taken go. 

When they began to move, one says, “ What 
are we going to do with these horses ? Some 
reply was made I did not understand. Pres¬ 
ently, Mr. Hamilton said to Mr. James, “Here, 
you take the Wagon, and take care of it. I 
reckon that you would rather go with that than 
with this company.” He said “Yes.” One of 
the party said, “ There is a d - -d good horse 
there.” The answer was, “ If you like it bet¬ 
ter than yours, take it.” The horse was then 
taken. At this time there were five men. One 
was soon let go. We were heading at this 
time nearly east, directly towards Missouri 
line. After marching about a mile., Mr. William 
Hairgrove and boy, and Amos Hall, were 
brought into line. Soon afeer, we were halted 
in front of Hairgrove’s house. Here Asa Hair- 
grove was brought in, and the boy let go. 
Here Hamilton’s party took two mules. Soon 
after, Mr. Colpetzer was brought jp, also Mr. 
Robinson and ifir. Snyder. Qn onr marph 
from Haiygrove's they took a northeast ponrse, 
and on the route Mr: Austin Hall was brought 
in. Soon after this time, Capt. Hamilton with 
a number of his then started after a man known 
as Dutch Snyder. Soon after, the persons who 
had been taken-^eleven in number---were or¬ 
dered to halt. We did so, on a high table land. 
Presently, we heard a report of guns. I turned 
and looked in the direction, and saw Hamilton 
and his posse near what I supposed to be a 
house or two houses. Some one said it was 
Snyder’s. A part of the guard left us, and went 
to Hamilton’s assistance. They all soon return¬ 
ed,, one leading Hamilton^ horse, which fie said 
Snyder had shot through the neck. 

[Snyder’s house, where this affray took place, 
from where we were sitting may be about half 
or three-fourths of a mile, j 

We were then ordered tg march. After go¬ 
ing 9 mile op thereabouts, we were conducted 
into a narrow ravine, and ordered to halt, and 
form a line. Hamilton gave the command to 
face front. He then ordered his own men to 


said the men don’t obey the order. Captain 
Hamilton gave the order again, and they not 
all obeying, he gave the order again, swearing 
terribly. One of the men turned his horse 
away, and said he would have nothing to do 
with it. Capt. Hamilton drew opt a Iprge re¬ 
volver pistol, anfl prpagntpd towards those 
taken, (some taking aim,) and gave the word 

^ 41' fell thp first fire, Sjotqe dismounted ? 
and pame down among us. They were order¬ 
ed to see that all were dead. Some one said, 
“ There’s old Read ain’t dead—give it to him.” 
Soon it was said again, “ There’s old Read, he 
ain’t dead.” One replied, “ Where is he ? ” 

“ There, the old black-is looking at you.” 

The one who gave this order I believe to be 
Capt. Hamilton, judging frop his voice. 4 n ' 
pthpr ygipe said, put the pistol to the ear— 
shoot into the ear.” This I believe to be a 
man by the name of Hubbard. Some said, 
“ See what that man has got in his pocket.” 
I suppose referring to Stillwell, for he Bifid, 
“There is $100.” fjome one said, “There H 
one (hat Jigs got q wqfofi,'’ referring to Mr. 

Soon I heard no utore, only the tramp of 
horses’ feet. Soon some began to groan. I 
spoke very low, and said, “ Don’t make a noise,” 
presently I heqjd my wife calling. J called (p 
her, and'she came to us. I requested her to 
go immediately and get some help, as quick as 
possible. I did not think any of ug ctuld live. 
I soon after crept down into a ravine. I then 
thought that I was not mortally wounded. 

‘about ten miles, I found a 


camp of movers. I laid down for the night, 
and sent word to my wife where I was. She 
arrived about eleven o’clock at night The 
next morning, I was taken to my house, and 
examined by two physicians, who said I should 
probably recover. 

The names of those taken are flohn F. Camp¬ 


bell, M. Robinson, Ross, Colpetzer, and Still¬ 
well. Those living are B. L. Read, William 
Hairgrove, Asa Hairgrove, Amos Hall, Aus : 

Hall,-Snyder. B. L. Read. 

STATEMENT OF MRS. S. G. READ, WIFE OF TE 
REV. MR. READ. 

I came to Kansas in July, 1857, from New¬ 
port, Lake County, Ill. On Wednesday, the 
19 th inst., the day my husband was taken pris¬ 
oner, I was at my house in Linn county, about 
one mile distant from the place where he was 
taken. About half past nine o’clock A. M. an 
old gentleman came to my door, and informed 
me that Hamilton’s company were in, taking 
prisoners, and that they had already taken my 
husband. He told me to not give myself any 
alarm, as there wag no danger of the company 
doing my husband any injury. I went to a 
neighbor’s honse, and found the children crying, 
and learned that my husband had been taken. 
From this house we could see with a spy-glass 
the company, about three miles distant, and I 
started to follow on after them. I called at the 
house of Mr. Colpetzer, and there found three 
women whose husbands had also been taken pris¬ 
oners. Hamilton professed that they only wanted 
to take them out for trial, and would not injure 
any of them. The ladies wanted to go with 
them, but Hamilton forbid it. I left Mr. Col- 
petzer’s, and followed on after the company. 
After walking about four miles, I again saw the 
company, marching the prisoners towards a 
ravine. I walked on, and when near the ravine 
I heard the discharge of fire-arms. After this, 
I could no longer walk, but ran. I soon after 
met a part of Hamilton's company. They 
passed me without stopping. The second coi 
pany were near, and on coming np I said 
them: Where are the prisoners ? They gave 
me an evasive answer. I then said to them: 
You are the men, for there goes my pony. One 
of the men then called to the other gang, and 
soon Capt. Hamilton came up. leading it, say¬ 
ing: If it is yours take it—and handed me the 
bridle by which he was leading it. I asked 
again where the prisoners were. Capt. Ham¬ 
ilton said there was a company behind that 
would tell me. I prooeeded a short distance, 
when I met another company. They halted, and 
asked me whose pony I was leading. I told 
them it was my own. I asked where the pris¬ 
oners were. They told me, as they rode away, 
that I would find some men in the timber. 

I went on till I saw some men in a ravine, 
lying on the ground. Not expecting but what 
they were a part of Hamilton’s company, being 
a little distance from them, I asked, where are 
the prisoners—which I repeated three times. 
My husband, recognising my voice, answered 
me. I went up to him, and he told me they had 
all been shot, and told me to get aid as soon 
as possible. It was the most affecting sight I 
ever beheld. 

I went as fast as I could towards the house 
of Mr. Hairgrove, between two and "three miles. 
As Captain Hamilton had refused to give up 
my saddle, I was unable to ride; therefore, I 
went on foot. 

Before I reached the house, I met a_ 

Mr., Hairgrove’s, and told him that the men had 
been killed, and to get some one to take them 
away. I went to the house, and there met Mrs. 
Colpetzer and Mrs. Hairgrove. They helped 
me to get the oxen and wagon, and I started 
with them for the ravine. When we arrived at 
the place where the men lay, we found that a 
part of them had left. I found Mr. Snyder still 
living, and gave him some water we had brought 
with us in the wagon. I then went further 
down into the ravine, in search of my husband. 
I found Mr. Hairgrove, and he told me that my 
husband was alive, and somewhere about. In 
searching for him, I got separated from the 
rest of the company, and did not see anything 
more of them until I got back to the honse of 
Mr. Hairgrove, where I found Mrs. Hairgrove 
with her husband, who was badly wounded. 
They did not know where my husband was ” 
Hall told me that he had crawled up into 
bushes, and died. I went out again, and 
met a company who had been out after the 
dead. They had not seen my husband, hut a 
party went out in search of him. I did not hear 
anything of him until 11 o’clock that night, 
when I found him about ten miles from where 
the party were shot. We remained there all 
night. In the morning, a company came an ’ 
took us home. 

GOVERNOR CUMMING ON UTAH AFFAIES. 

In the letter to Secretary Cass, Governor 
Cumming says he left the camp on the 5th of 
April, m refute to Salt Lake city, accompanied 
by Colonel Kane as his guide, and two servants. 
In passing through the settlements, he • 
greeted with such respectful attentions as w 
due to the representative of the Executive 
thority of the United States in a Territory. 
Near the Warm Springs, at a line dividing the 
Great Salt Lake from Davis county, he was 
honored with a formal and respectful reception 
by many gentlemen, including the Mayor and 
municipal officers of the city, and by them 
escorted to lodgings previously provided—the 
Mayor oecnpying a seat at his side in the 

Ex Governor Young paid him a visit of >_ 

mony as soon as he was sufficiently relieved 
from the fatigue of his journey to receive com¬ 
pany. At a subsequent interview, ex-Governor 
Young evinced a willingness to afford him every 
facility he might require for the efficient per¬ 
formance of his administrative duties. Brigham 
Young’s course in this respect, Governor Cam¬ 
ming perceived, met with the approval of 
majority of the Salt Lake community. 

The Territorial seal, with other public prop¬ 
erty, was tendered to Gov. Cumming by Wil¬ 
liam H. Hooper, the late acting Secretary of 
the Territory. The records and library remain 
unimpaired. Gov. Cumming entered upon the 
performance of his official duty. With feelings 
of profoqpd ypgyet, hp learned that the agent, 
William Hurt, was charged with having inci¬ 
ted to acts of hostility the Indians in the Yinta 
valley. The information came from Mr. Hoop 
py. He hoped that Iflr. Hurt could vindicate 
himself from tfip charges, yet they demand 
investigation. 

Gov. Camming had informed Gen. Johnston 
that he should probably be compelled to make 
a requisition for a sufficient force to chastise 
the Indians. At every point he was recognised 
as the Governor of Utah, and received with a 
military salute, the houses being illuminated 
in his honor. 

Having heard numerous complaints, Gov. 
pumming caused public notice to be posted, 
signifying his readiness to relieve those who 
deemed themselves aggrieved by being illegal¬ 
ly restrained of their liberty, and assuring tfip 
prgtection of all persons. Hp kept his office 
open at pll floors, night and day, and respited 
fifty-six men, thirty-three women, and seventy- 
one children, as desirous of his protection, and 
evincing their disposition of proceeding to the 
United States. A large majority of thpse peo-j 
pie were of Ruglish birtiq flnfl y?ere promised 
agsietaqce tg be rpmoved, 

Gov. Summing says that his visit to the 
Tabernacle will never be forgotten. There 
were between three and four thousand persons 
assembled for the purpose of public worship. 
There was the usual profound silence wflpn he 
appeared. Brigham young introduced him as 

8 ?e Governor of Utah, and Gov. Cumming ad- 
ressed them lor half an hour, telling them 
that it was his purpose to uphold the Constitu¬ 
tion, anfl that fle would e$ ptset tfleiy obedience 
to qll Iqvsfijl qutbority, assuring them of his de¬ 
termination to administer equal and exaet jus¬ 
tice, &c. He was listened to respectfully. He 
invited responses, and several spoke, referring 
in excited tones to the murder of Joseph Smith, 
to the services rendered by the Mormon battalion 
in the Mexican war, and recapitulated a long 
chapter of their wrongs. The tumq(t fearfully 
increased, bqt an appeal fyom. Brigham Young 
festered calmness. Several afterward express¬ 
ed regret at their behaviour. 

Governor Cumming proceeds to describe the 
exodus of the Moimons. The people, including 
the inhabitants v>f Salt Lake, in the northern 
part of the 'fiemtory, are leaving; the roads 
fire everywhere filled" with wagons loaded witfl 
provision's and household furniture, the women 
qnd chil^rpn following after, without shoes Of 
hats, finying their flocks they know not where. 
They seemed not only content, but cheerful. 
Jt (S thp will of the Lord, they say, and they 
rejfiipe to change the comforts of home for the 
trials of the wilderness. Their ultimate des¬ 
tination was not fixed upon. Going south 
seemed to be sufficient to designate the place; 
bnt from the private remarks of Young in the 
Tabernacle, Governor Camming thinks they 
e going to Sonora. 

Francis P. Blair, of Maryland, haB written a 
letter to Elihn Burritt, endorsing his idea of 
compensated emancipation, and suggesting the 
removal of the freed slaves to Central America 
as the only means of rendering emancipation 
safe and acceptable to the present slave owners. 


FBOM EUROPE. 

New York, June 9.—The steamer Kangaroo 
arrived this morning, bringing dates from Liv¬ 
erpool to the 26th nit. 

Later news has been received from India, 
but it is of little general importance. 

The Paris Conference has held a prelimina¬ 
ry meeting on the subject of the Principalities. 

The Arabia’s advices reached Liverpool — 
Sunday, the 23d nit. 

The dates from Calcutta are to the 2d of 
April. The rebels had been driven from Azing- 
but, with heavy losses, and Sir Colin Camp¬ 
bell’s staff were marching towards Rohilcund. 

Sundry successful encounters with the rebels 
are reported. 

Lord Elgin and his colleagues were, at the 
last account from China, about to leave Shang¬ 
hai for Teening, whither the fleets would fol¬ 
low. 

The ship Courser, bound to New York with 
tea, was lost on Prata Shoal. The crew were 
saved. 

The project of a line of steamers from Gal¬ 
way to America has been revived, and it is 
said a first class steamer will sail thence about 
the 10th of June. 

The telegraph fleet was to leave Plymouth 
on an experimental trip about the 29th, and 
return to that port instead of Queenstown. It 
is proposed to lay the cable from Placentia 
bay, Newfoundland, direct to Portland, Maine, 
on the completion of the present enterprise. 

The trial of the Chalons insurgents had re¬ 
sulted in the infliction of fine and imprison¬ 
ment to the majority. 

Another ministerial crisis was anticipated at 
Madrid. Gen. Concha asks to be recalled 
from Cuba, on account of ill health. 

The French Government has caused much 
excitement by proposing to convert the proper¬ 
ty of charitable institutions into Government 
stock. 

LATEE FEOM EUEOPE. 

New York, June 10. — The steamer Asia, 
with Liverpool dates to the 29th ultimo, ar¬ 
rived this morning. 

The steamer Birussia arrived out on the 
27th, and the Ariel on the 28th. 

England .—Parliament reassembled on the 
28th. ' 

The telegraphic fleet was expected to sail on 
the experimental trip the day the Asia left. 

Lord John Russell had made a speech, in 
which he condemned a brilliant speech which 
D’Israell had been making to his constituents 
during the recess, in which he cast an imputa¬ 
tion on the late Government, and said the 
country was within a few hours of war when 
the present Ministry took office 1 

D’Israeli defended his position with ability. 

The Government stated that it was proposed 
to build a pier at Holyhead, for the convenience 
of landing mails and passengers from trans¬ 
atlantic steamers. 

At the annual meeting of the Royal Geograph¬ 
ical Society, in London, the President, Sir 
R. Murchison, invested two distinguished geog¬ 
raphers, Alexander Dallas Bache, of the Uni¬ 
ted States, and Gapt. Collinson, of Arctic fame, 
with the medals awarded to them by the society. 
Professor Bache was represented by the Ameri¬ 
can Minister, Mr. Dallas. 

Achmed Pasha, elder son of Ibrahim Pasha, 
and heir apparent to the PaBhalic of Egypt, 
was killed by an accident on the railway steam 
ferry. 

John O’Connell, son of the late Daniel 
O’Connell, and one of the principal repeal agi¬ 
tators, is dead. 

In London, the ground has been selected for 
Mr. Spurgeon’s new church. 

The Leviathan was opened for exhibition on 
the 24th ult. The vessel is now said to be in 
full trim. 

The Court Circular says that another addi¬ 
tion to the royal family may be anticipated. 

The funeral of the late Duchess of Orleans 
took place at Weybridge, Surrey, on the 22d 
of May, her remains being deposited in the 
Bame vault with thoBe of Louis Philippe. The 
ceremony was attended by Prince Albert, and 
by a large concourse of foreign ambassadors 
and French notables, including MM. Guizot 
and Thiers. She was buried with the cere¬ 
monies of the Lutheran church. 

It is stated that the conference between the 
House of Lords and House of Commons on the 
right of Jews to hold seats in Parliament has 
ended in the former agreeing to the principle. 


Mr. Rarey, the American horse-tamer, has 
been demonstrating his powers over a wild 
zebra, before a distinguished company in Lon¬ 
don. His experiments were quite successful. 

France .—The Paris conference had held a 
second meeting, when a resolution was adopted, 
declaring that the object of the conference was 
to settle the question of the principalities. 

Rumors were circulating of an intended dem¬ 
onstration by a French war steamer against 
Morocco. 

Spain .—The Dube de Almeda was spoken 
of as likely to succeed General Concha in the 
Governorship of Cnba. 

Turkey .—Tha Montenegrin boundary ques¬ 
tion was to be settled by a special commission 
at Constantinople. 

The Turks were landing large forces at Ra- 
gusa. 

India .—The London Times correspondent 
writes despondingly of the Indian war prospects. 
The revolt has deeper root than was imagined. 

China .—The dates from Hong-Kong are to 
April 13th. Advices say that diplomatic rela¬ 
tions have taken an unfavorable turn, It was 
understood that the replies received by the 
foreign ambassador to tbe communication sent 
to the Emperor purposes to discuss the ques¬ 
tions at Canton. This was not acceded to, 
however, and the plenipotentiaries, including 
the American minister, had decided to proceed 
' once to Rleenstein. 411 was quiet at Canton. 

Newspaper accounts assert that Lord Elgin 
had declared himself ready to employ force to 
penetrate to Pekin. 


/imenuuu -suippiug, uy uruisn cruisers in me 
Gulf had reached England, but they had not 
been commented upon by the British press. 
One journal prefaces the news with the remark 
that “ the exertions of the British cruisers fo 
suppress the trade in negro slaves had given 
rise to some angry feelings on the part of the 
4meriean press ; ” and another announces that 
the ticklish question ” respecting the over¬ 
hauling of American vessels by British cruisers 
ss before the Senate. 

The London correspondent of the New York 
Herald^ writing of thp outrages on Amerioan 
vessels, says; 

“ Lord Derby 5s now firm in power. His 
Cabinet have sent out the most stringent orders 
to cease their constant violations of interna,- 
tional law. Ample and noble avology will be 
made for the outrages, already committed 
Every British officer concerned in them will 
be punished." 

This extract we give for what it is worth. 
The next steamer will bring mare definite ac¬ 
counts, 

'4'he returns of the British hoard of trade 
show a falling off in the exports during the 
month of April of a little over half a million 
sterling, as compared with April, 1857. This 
falling off is far less than is shown by the re¬ 
turns of the several preceding months, apd is 
regarded as a sign*of revival ip most depart¬ 
ments of trade. 

Rrinpe Albert had left England for Germany, 
where he would remain about a week. 

Personal Movements in Kansas. 

A letter, dated Leavenworth, Jupe ij, says: 

“ Gov. Denver is flerp, apparently choosing 
i retpaip on the borders until matters become 


and put info the pockets of partisans'of the Ad¬ 
ministration. The purchase of the site was the 
smallest part of the transaction; it was but the 
pretence and cover to the larger operation, the 
plunder of the Treasury. The site embraces 
about 140 acres, which cost the late owners 
$35,000 and was perhaps worth $50,000. The 
property was offered to the present Administra¬ 
tion for $100,000. But that would not answer 
the purpose, and it has now paid $200,000 for 
it. How much of this goes into the hands of 
the jobbers is not known precisely. 

Dispatches for Lord Napier. 

New York, June 16.—The British steamer 
Syren arrived here yesterday, from Bermuda, 
with important dispatches from the Governor 
of Bermuda to the British Minister at Wash- 


Later from Europe. 

New York, June 15.—The steamship Arago, 
from Havre, via Southampton on the 2d inst. 
has arrived. 

The telegraph fleet was expected to return to 
Plymouth on the 4tb, previous to the final de¬ 
parture for mid-ocean. 

Large reinforcements are to be forwarded 
immediately to Canton by the British Govern¬ 
ment. 

The British Minister at Florence had return¬ 
ed suddenly to England. 

A violent collision had occurred between the 
Circassians and Russians, in which the latter 
lost 500 men in killed. 

In addition to the Parliament record receiv¬ 
ed by the Associated Press, off Cape Race, on 
the subject of the late outrages, Mr. Fitzgerald 
said the Government had signified to the Gov¬ 
ernment of the United States that they were 
ready to adopt snoh measures aB the latter 
might suggest, to meet the present difficulty ; 
that slavers almost invariably hoisted the 
Amerioan flag. 

Progressive Friends of Pennsylvania. 

The Sixth Yearly Meeting of this body com¬ 
menced at Longwood, Chester county, on the 
30th nit., and continued its sessions four days. 
The attendance was unprecedented in numbers. 
Long before the hour of commencement, the 
house was densely crowded, and thousands 
remained upon the grounds. Oliver Johnson, 
of New York, and Joseph A. Dagdale, of 
Hamerton, Pa., opened the meeting with kind 
and congratulatory remarks. Some beautiful 
selections were then read from the Bible, and 


theology, they all recognise the idea of God. 
That “ thought generating genius.” Theodore 
Parker was present, and offered an earnest 
prayer and proceeded to deliver a sermon, full 
of instruction and noble thoughts. Those out¬ 
side were addressed by C. C. Burleigh and 
others, observed the strictest order, though the 
numbers were so considerable. On the Lord’s 
day, A. J. Davis and wife, having arrived, ad¬ 
dressed the meeting. Epistles were read from 
other yearly meetings ; also, letters from Hig- 
ginson, Clark, Whipple, Garrison, and others, 
all full of encouragement and interest. The 
Society appointed a Committee, who reported 
some seventy-five names to hold meetings and 
Conventions during the coming year. Reports 
were read from committees of last year for this 
purpose, which showed that their efforts had 
been attended with great success. A large 
amount of money was promptly subscribed to 
defray the expenses of the coming year. 
Strangers were present from most of the East¬ 
ern and Middle States, and from Delaware 
Maryland, Georgia, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
and Iowa. The Progressive Friends’ Society 
has become an institution of great importance, 
and its meetings closed with the brightest aus¬ 
pices, having produced testimonies on Slavery, 
education, war, caste woman's rights, public 
worship, temperance, &c., all of which were 
carefully discussed and adopted. May their 
lives correspond with their professions !—Penn 
sylvania Inquirer. 

A Pleasant Travelling Companion, and one 
that no traveller should be without, is Perry 
Davis’s Pain Killer. A sudden attack of diar¬ 
rhea, dysentery, or, cholera morbus, can be ef¬ 
fectually and instantaneously relieved by it. It 
is equally effectual in curing scalds, burns, &c. 
Sold everywhere. IB 


the stump against the English proposition. 

4. Drake, Rsq., of Louisville, has been ap¬ 
pointed by the Associated Press, general agent 
for Kansas; and it is expected that the tele¬ 
graphic news sent East, hereafter, will be more 
reliable, regular, and satisfactory, than hereto¬ 
fore. Rev. I. G. Kallock, of Boston fame, is 
settled on a farm near Manhattan, practicing 
law. He left for the East this morning, de¬ 
signing soon to bring out his family, Mr. and 
Mrs. Dalton, who also can^fl so much stir and 
gossip in IgogtOUi simultaneously with Mr. 

KaliocU, are still in Lawrence, living together, 
apparently a very devoted husband and wife. 

The Government yjapted Willett’s Point, on 
Long Island, as a site for a fort, and instead of 
sunfling qn agent to buy it at a fair price, a cor¬ 
rupt jofl was made of it, and some thousands Ctf ; »or sn 

dollars were taken out of the Rational Treasury, seller, s 


MARKETS. 

BALTIMOBK MARKET. 

Carefully prepared to Tuesday, June 15,1858. 

Flour, Howard Street ■ . . $4.37 @ 4.25 

Flour, City MiUg.4.00 4 25 

%e Flour ..3.50 (cA ” "= 

Corn Meal.3.25 (A 

Wheat, whits. 1 '>-■ --- 

Wheat, red -. 

Corn, white ....... 

Corn, yellow ..... 

Rye, Peuusylrariia . . . 

Ryo, Yirginia ..... 

Oats, Maryland and Yirginia 
Oats, Pennsylvania ■ • . 

Clover Seed 
Timothy Seed 
Hay, Timothy 

Hops. 

Potatoes, Meroer ■ 

Bacon, Shoulders - 
Bacon, Sides • • 

Bacon, Hams • * 

Pork, Mess ■ > » 

Pork, Prime • . 

Beef, Mess - ■ • 

Lard, in barrels . 

Lard, in kegs - - 
Wool, Unwashed 
Wool, Washed..... 

Wool, Pulled. 

Wool, Fleece, common • . 

Wool, Fleece, fine ■ • . 

Wool, Choice Merino • . 

Butter, Western, in kegs • 

Butter, Roll. 


Carefully prepared to Tuesday, June 15,185.8. 

NEW YOKE MARKET, 

Flour, State brand* .... $3.90 3 85 

Flour, Stats brands, extra - 4.05 (a) 4.12 

Flour,’ Western.3.85 @ 3 95 

Flour, Southern.4.40 (M 4.75 

Rye Flour.3.00 (ft 3.40 

Corn Meal.3.40 " “ 



Wheat, white 

Wheat, red • _ . „„ , 

Corn, white • ...... 71 ( 

Corn, yellow. 73 < 

Ry«. 67 < 

Oats ......... 44 ( 

Clover Seed.7.00 ( 

Timothy Seed.2.12 ( 

Hay. 45 ( 

Hops. 4 ( 

Bacon, Shoulders ..... (i ( 

Bacon, Sides. 10 ( 

Bacon, Hanoi ...... 7)( 

Pork, Mess ..17.00 ( 

Pork, Prime.14.10 ( 

” ' . 11 00 ( 


@ 1 01 
® 101 


Beef - 
Lard, in barrels • • • 
Lard, in kegs .... 
Butter, Western . . . 
Butter, State .... 
Chegse ...... 

Coffee, Bio. 

Coffee, Java .... 
Wool, Unwashed • • ■ 
Wool, Washed.... 
Wool, Pulled . , . . 
Wool, flaena, common ■ 
Wool, Fleece, fine • • 
Iron, Scotch, Pig - - . 
Lime, Rockland ■ . . 
T ‘ common • ■ • 


10 


& 00 

i n 

>17.10 

>14.20 

>11,50 

> Hi 

> 11 

» 17 


FEOM BURMAH. 


PREPARE FOR THE FALL ELECTIONS. 

The National Bepublican Association havA 
completed arrangements for publishing and dis¬ 
tributing Tracts, Essays, and Speeches, bearing 
upon the important question now agitating the 
country. 

Most of the Speeches delivered in Congress 
during the present session by Bepublican mem¬ 
bers, and also those that may hereafter be deliv¬ 
ered, can be had, enveloped and free of postage, 
at 75 cents per 100 for eight-page, and $1.25 per 
100 for sixteen-page Speeches. 

Our Republican friends ought to take imme¬ 
diate steps to flood every Congressional district, 
and especially districts now represented by Ad¬ 
ministration Democrats, with these Speeches and 
Documents. Heretofore this work has been done 
by the Members of Congress at their own ex¬ 
pense, but after the adjournment of Congress 
this responsibility will devolve upon other friends 
of the cause. 

The National Republican Association at 
Washington City stand ready to lend all the as¬ 
sistance in their power. 

Send in your orders without delay. Address 
L. CLEPHANE, 

Secretary National Republican Association, 
Washington, D. C. 

May, 8, 1858. 


THE SOUTHERN PLATFORM. 

T HE “SOUTHERN PLATFORM,” commted from 
the writings of eminent Southern men against Slave¬ 
ry. By Daniel R. Goodloe. First edition 15 cents per 
copy, free of postage. Second edition, enlarged by the 
addition of sixteen pages, and printed on fine paper, 25 

cjnts. L. CLEPHANE, 


PHILOSOPHICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

■jVTTCROSCOPES, Spy Glasses, Barometers, Magic 
*T 1 Lanterns, Mathematical Instruments, Surveying 
Compasses. Stereoscopes,Gatvanic Batteries, .Hydrome¬ 
ters, Air Pumps, Telescopes, Hygrometers, Orreries, 
Globes, Polyoramas, Gyroscopes,Spectacles, Eye Glass¬ 
es, &c„ &c. McALLlsTER & BROTHER, 


U^free : of charge.' 6 * 1 StaUS ° n appUoauon ’ ani18e ^g 

OLD 11 E P S Y. 

A POWERFUL ANTI-SLAVEEY STORY 
With Ten Portraits. 

INCIDENTS DRAWN FROM REAL LIFE ! 

BY MRS. C. W. DEN ISON v 
One volume. 460 pages. Price $ 1.25. 


Sold by Agents. 

THIS Book is just published, and is pronounce 
X press generally to be one of the very finest; 
powerful Stories e/er written in this country. 

Mrs. Denison has been engaged in collecting 
which to found her book, for the last seven y< 
OLD HEP3Y will, without question, be 

THE GREAT BOOK OF 1858. 
From the New York Daily tribune. 


“The wi 


i excellent us 


r claim i 


resh and vigorous pen.” 

From the Natioaal Era. 

ithor lias doubtless been personally conversant 
lents similar to those here related, and which 
iliiieated in a way fUted to impress caiidid and 
minds with theif truthfulness. The story ends 
imph of right, and the spirit of oppression hum- 


Cibly^illustrates t 


i a response in all who re 
York Daily limes. 

, and well developed.” 
the Boston Daily Courier. 
mposition, it ranks higher than 
lUcations.” 

he Examiner (New York.) 
s are exceedingly graphic and 
m the Boston Traveller. 


“ The plot is a good on 


From the American Baptist (New 
has all the faciuation of a regular i 
n this respedt, both ‘Uncle Tom 

From the Chelsea (Mass.) Hen 


WE WANT 
AGENT in every 
ingage immedit 


, it must form and strengthen correct 

\e Wellsboro' (Pa.) Agitator. 

y,’ and yo« will never regret the oul- 

0 COPIES SOLD 1 

thorough, active TRAVELLING 
ioumy in the free Stales and Canadas, 
tly in the sale of “ OLD HEP3Y.” 
naking from $25 to $150 per month in 


A SAMPLE COPY w 


iular to Agents, with terms, Ac. Address 

A. B. BURDICK, Publisher, 


FIVE HUNDRED YOUNG MEN WANTED. 

I NDUCEMENTS are offered to active men, wnich wih 
enable them to make from $2 to #5 per day by selling 
" tblications. One Agent is wanted in every County 
United States. Send for full particulars. Address 
I established 

BOOK AGENTS’ AND PEDUERS’ HEADQUARTERS. 

LEARY & GETZ, Publishers, 

No. 224 North Second street, Philadelphia. 


BREAD, 

WITH FLOUR AND WATEE ONLY. 

W E mail our hand-book fo* light Bread, wir, 
Yeast or Powders, and recipes for Healthful C 


een the recipe Hied by a 


AGENTS WANTED, 

I N New Yolk and the Western States, to sell LYON’S 
PATENT COPPER LIGHTNIh G RODS, manafac- 
’ by J. MARSH Sc CO, Lockport, New York. 


30,000 ACRES'OF LAND FOR SALE. 

rTUTE undersigned has enteted, and is now entering 
X Government lands, in Missouri and elsewhere, tothi 


Terms, $500 for 320 acres, $300 for 
halt 100 will be sold on these terms. 

_„ .j immediately, and Warrantee Deeds , 

nth certificates of entry, will be returned. Address 

JOSEPH C. TILTON, 


Dr. GEORGE 

ONE THOUSAND AGENTS WANTED. 

JlOR particulars, sen slamp.^ WH j TTB jj, 


AYER’S CHERRY PECTORAL, 


Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, Influenza, Bronchitis, 
a Whooping Cough, Croup, Asthma, 
Incipient Consumption. 

Through a trial of many years, and through every 
ation of civilized men^ Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral has been 


kind. ( 


es of apparently se 


_trength. The dart which pierc 

Scarcely any neighborhood can be 

-*qving trophy like this, to shad 

have won for the Cherry Pecu 


*ize, Ijviz : $50, worth.} I ei 


JPraciical and Analytical 
sold by 25. D. Gilmr- ' 
Philadelphia, and by 


red by Dr. J. ■ 

__.ust, Lowell, I 

i, Washington, D. C., 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 


THE VESTAL, 


MB. CABBY'S LETTERS—CONTINUED. 


Letter No. 4 contains a slight resume of the 
argument, with a repetition of the assumptions, 
of letters 2 and 3. The remainder of this epistle 
is devoted to a highly rhetorical sketch of the 
prevalent immorality and universal financial 
distress from which the country at present suf. 
fers. Those should read it who wish to study 
that kind of style, or who would store their 
minds with interesting facts, which go to 
prove—to some philosophers—that no people is 
fitted, at present, for self-government. We have 
taken the trouble to determine the statistics of 
this indictment, and we find 18 “counts,” each 
beginning with “ that,” comprising more than 
100 lines—which enumerate the different phases 
of the general suffering, and allege the partial 
failure of many, or all, of the branches of Amer 
ican industry. 

We then find him passing to an interesting 
sketch of New York deviltry, or the “situation” 
of our “ commercial capital ”—copied from a 
“journal of the day ”(///)—'-which occupies 
20 lines of the Advertiser's columns, Then, 
“ passing outward from .New York, we find a 
rapid growth of rowdyism and intemperance, 
with corresponding decline in the security of 
person and property—frauds, peculations, seduc 
tions, murders, crimes of every kind, inoreaoing 
with such rapidity as' fairly to warrant the as¬ 
sertion in a recent Southern journal, that the 
United States are fast becoming a very stench 
in the nostrils of mankind.” W ell, what then ? 
By what method do you connect the rascality of- 
a great city or the failures of the present crisis 
with the free trade and—alleged—hard-money 
policy of the Government ? We are willing to a c- 
knowledge, without suffering the penalty—and, 
to be honest, we confess to skipping over some 
of the long words—of correcting the type setters 
of so reputable an office—that the denizens of 
New York are awfully wicked; that there has 
-been a great commercial and financial crisis; 
that the currency has been terribly disordered, 
and has contracted with frightful rapidity; that 
many, of our beat merchants have been crushed 
in the contracting folds of the currency, which 
were around almost every business man, nearly 
to his undoing; that the course of exchanges 
has been broken up; that all production is 
stopped—to acknowledge, with you, that, by 
the “ substitution of irredeemable paper for 
gold and silver,” (of course, not the irredeemable 
paper which the banks have issued ever since 
the last “settling up time,” but the Treasury 
notes—most of which are not yet issued—they 
have done all the mischief,) “ the influx of for¬ 
eign merchandise and the efflux of the precious 
metals has been much promoted,” so that we are 
now deeply in debt; and that “ the way has thus 
been smoothed towards total bankruptcy.” All 
this is undoubtedly true. As we have before said, 
What then ? 

But just as we were girding ourselves to 
make some severe comments upon the logic of 
this letter, we refrained, on finding “ the same 
continued ” in Letter No. 6. Such a course of 
homeopathic treatment as Mr. Carey pursues 
in the case of his readers indicates that he 
thinks either that they possess but small ca¬ 
pacity for the reception of truth, or that that 
faculty is in a very delicate, deranged, and 
diseased state, which makes great exertion 


posed of lobby members, we have this to say— 
that nothing induces this so much as the ex¬ 
ercise, by the National Government, of the pro¬ 
tective power. Witness the expendi’ures of j 
Lawrence, Stone, k Co., of Boston, in pressing j 
the tariff act of 1857. 

In reference to the general profl’gracy of our 
com mercial op orations, the rashness of our spec- ) 
ulations, we have just this to say—that it is di¬ 
rectly traceable to, and chargeable upon, our 
system of currency, which contracts and ex¬ 
pands by virtue of inherent properties ; which 
increases, apparently, the available capital and 
wealth of the country, exciting to rash invest¬ 
ments and reckless extravagance. 

But what does all this amount to 7 What 
possible connection would any sensible man 
suppose to exist between the hard-money pro¬ 
pensities of the Federal authorities, and their 
interference (7) in the State-managed currency, 
on the one hand ; and on the other, the beating 
of poor Sumner—the abrogation of the Indian 
treaties—the appointment as ambassadors of 
Dodge, Mason, and Soule—the mayoralty of 
Fernando Wood—Fremont’s religion—the re¬ 
peal of the Missouri compromise—the Kansas 
difficulties—the Dred Scott decision—the prop¬ 
osition to reopen the slave, trade—and, finally, 
the dissolution of the Union? Yet, we are 
here told that there is an intimate connection 
between them—a connection as intimate as be¬ 
tween nause and effect. 

Mr. Editor, if we were asked to give an ex¬ 
ample of the perfect adaptation of means to an 
end, we should specify the fitness of such logic 
to vindicate a protective policy! The charges ■ 
all beiDg adduced—the financial, moral, and 
social condition of our country being displayed 
at length in Letter No. 4, and its national po¬ 
sition, at still greater length, in Letter No. 6— 
we will now proceed to consider the causes al¬ 
leged for all this retrogression in commercial 
prosperity and in civilization. “ Steadiness 
and regularity are the characteristics of ad¬ 
vancing civilization. Instability and irregu¬ 
larity are the characteristics of advancing bar¬ 
barism.” The first we had before 1836 ; the 
last, after. That is the summary of doctrine. 

Now, having fixed onr author to a particu¬ 
lar time, we will endeavor to make him state 
the particular acts to which he refers, so that 
we may have something besides general decla¬ 
mation to review. Is -it said, that, under the 
hurtful changes of Jackson’s administration, 
he would include—and, as such, denounce— 
free trade, as well as hard money? We an¬ 
swer, no. “ Hoping, Mr. President, that, un¬ 
der reforms that you may substitute, the State 
authorities may be reinstated in the possession 
of the powers of which, they have been depriv¬ 
ed, and that we may thus be enabled to re¬ 
trieve our reputation-^I remain, &c.” Of 
course, the State authorities never had the 
power to impose revenue duties. But farther— 
for proof that the alleged change in our policy 
of currency is charged as the cause of all this 
Iobs of wealth and morals—“ turn back, Mr. 
President, a little in onr history, finding the 
pages in which are recorded the early efforts 
of the Central Power to obtain direction of Ike 
currency, and you will, as I think, find the 
origin of all these changes. With such em¬ 
phatic declarations, we do not think that it 
will be denied that Mr. Carey charges all these 
distresses upon “ the efforts of the Central 
Power (the National Government) to obtain 
direction of the currency.” If so, we think that 
ws have proved before that that power has 
done nothing to affact the currency, materially 
and for the worse, except in ever allowing the 
State b to have control of it. It is, moreover, 
absurd to suppose that the Government has 
done anything to destroy the credit or injure 
the security of the banks, when we find nearly 
$200,000,000 of the bills in circulation—form¬ 
ing the only currency of the country—every¬ 
where received by the. States and the people in 
good faith and confiding trust. If, however, 
it is denied that our author refers all these 
calamities to the interference of the Federal 
authorities in favor of “ hard money,” if all 
theBe unequivocal declarations to that effect 
are considered only as further proofs of his in- . 
consistency, we have this to say: all the evils, 
which have been the. result of changes, from 
the polfcy of protecting certain branches, to 
freedom of trade, are chargeable, not to free 
trade, but to that system: which unduly, unnat¬ 
urally encouraged capital and labor to wrong 
channels. Free Trade is the natural state-of 
industry, and the essential condition of its per¬ 
fect health. r. a. w. 


dred and eight, it shall not be lawful to import 
or bring into the United States, or the Territo¬ 
ries thereof, from any foreign kingdom, place, [ 
or country, any negro, mulatto, or person of I 
color, with intent to hold, sell, or dispose of, such j 
negro, mulatto, or person cf color, as a slave, 
or to be held to service or labor." 

This law seeks not only to prevent the in¬ 
troduction into the United States of slaves from 
Africa, but any negro, mulatto, or person of 
color, whether introduced as slaves, or to be 
held to service or labor. Whether or not the 
wisdom of our fathers foresaw at that early day 
that efforts would be made, under a pretended 
apprentice system, to renew the slave trade 
under another name, I cannot undertake to 


accordingly refuse their vessel the clearanct 
asked for. I am, very respectfully, 

Howell Cobb, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
William F. Colcoch, Esq , Collector of 

the Customs, Charleston, S. C. 
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1 and well-founded doubts of the genuineness of 
1 its character. The undersigned, although with 
•' pain, must add, that if such visit should lead 
‘ to the proof of the American origin of the ves- 
‘ sel, and that she was avowedly engaged in the 
‘ slave trade, exhibiting to view the manacles, 
‘ fetters, and other usual instruments of torture, 
‘ or had even a number of -these unfortunate 
1 beings on board, no British officer could inter- 
1 fere further. He might give information to the 


IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES, > 


‘ be in his own power to arrest or impede the 
1 prosecution of the voyage and the success of 
‘ the undertaking. 

“ It is obvious, therefore, that the utmost cau- 
‘ tion is necessary in the exercise of this right 


SLAVE TEADE AND AFBICAN APPBENTICES. 


Treasury Department, May 22,1858. 

Sir : It appears from your letter of the 20th 
of April, 1858, that application has been made 
to you by-Messrs. E Lafitte & Go., merchants, 
of Charleston, S. C., to clear the American 
ship Richard Cobden, W. F. Black, master, 
burden #50 31 95 tons, for the coast of Africa, 
for the purpose of talcing on board African 
emigrants, in accordance with the United 
States passenger laws , and returning with the 
same to a port in the United States. 

You ask the opinion of the Department upon 
the propriety of your granting or refusing the 
application. 

The question is an important one, and I have 
delayed an answer to your letter until I could 
give the subject a proper examination. 

The form iu which this application ib pre¬ 
sented, involves the question in some embar¬ 
rassment. The object of the applicants must 
be either to import Africans, to be disposed of: 
as slaves; or to be bound to labor or service, 
or else to bring them into the country like 
other emigrants, to be entitled on their arrival 
to all the rights and privileges ef freemen. In 
either of the two first-named contingencies, the 
object would be so clearly and manifestly 
against the laws of the United States, as to 
leave no room for doubt or hesitation. I deem 
it proper, however, to call your attention to the 
provisions of those laws, as they indicate very 
clearly the general policy of the Government 
on the subject of African importation. 

Prior to the 1st of January, 1808, the time 
fixed by the Constitution when Congress would 
be authorized to .prohibit such importation, 
the acts of March 2, 1794, (1,347,) and May 
10, 1800, (2.70,) were passed. These laws 
indicate the strong opposition felt at that time 
to the African slave trade. The subsequent 


The facts and theories are so scattered 
throughout the series of letters, so often report¬ 
ed, that it requires very nice analytical powers 
to trace out their true relation to the argument, 
and put them in their proper place. Accord¬ 
ingly, in No. 5, abundant extracts of proof are 
given, “ that the Union is rapidly declining in 
the estimation of the people of other nations”— 
a very Bad state of things. Still, rather more 
compactness and brevity would not be an un¬ 
desirable achievement. It is the exceeding 
diffuseness and perverse repetition which 
causes that sense of hopelesslees when reading 
these letters. However, as we were saying, we 
have abundaiice of proof offered that the lamp 
of Liberty is here being put out, and the beacon 
light oi Freedom being quenched—that we are 
surely stranded on the sboalsmof anarchy and 
free trade—that we are acquiring the reputation 
of being a “ tricky, jobbing, half-barbaric peo¬ 
ple,” &c. 

Our limited space will not allow us to give 
any adequate idea of the copiousness and force 
of the epithets applied to onr sad case. It is 
sad. We should stand before the nations the 
exemplar of perfect democracy—the hope of 
universal and impartial liberty. But, between 
acknowledging our backslidings with sorrow 
and confusion of face, and acknowledging that 
a protective system and credit-money currency 
are the only means by which national honor 
can be preserved and national -prosperity at¬ 
tained, there is needed one of those remarkable 
jumps of logic, which now appears true to the 
want, like every supply to its demand. 

In this second series of rhetorical charges 
and repetitions, there is one advance over that 
contained in No. 4. We find 30 counts, com¬ 
prising 160 lines 1 

In reference to the many specifications upon 
the corruption and expense of our Natioual 
Administration, we have this to say—that it is 
directly traceable to, and chargeable upon, the 
system of indirect taxation. What is acquired 
by indirect means will be spent by indirection. 
What the people do not feel in giving, will not 
be economically used. In reference to the dis¬ 
grace attending upon cur legislation by the 
maintenance of a third Huuse cf Cougrets, com- 


act of March 2, 1807, (2,426,) and April 20, 

1818, (3,450,) as well as the acts of March 3, 

1819, (3,532,) and May 15, 1820, (3)600,) show 
not only the promptness with which the power 
was exercised by Congress, of prohibiting this 
trade to the United States, but they also bear 
evidence of the stern purpose of enforcing their 
provisions by severe penalties and large ex¬ 
penditures.. The legislation of the slaveholding 
States prior to 1808 exhibits the fact that the 
first steps taken for its suppression were inau¬ 
gurated by them. 

There is no subject uoon which the statute 
books of our country afford more conclusive 
evidence than the general opposition every¬ 
where felt to the continuance of the African 
slave trade. 

By reference to the acts of 1794 and 1800 
against the slave trade generally, it will be seen 
that their operation was confined to slaves eo 
nomine. The first section of the act of. 1794 
provides— ' i 

“That no citizen or citizens of the United 
States, or foreigner, or any other person com¬ 
ing into or residing within the same, shall for 
himself or any other person whatsoever, either 
as master, factor,or owner,build, fit, equip,load, 
or otherwise prepare, any ship or vessel, within 
any port or. place of the said United States, nor 
shall cause any ship or vessel to Sail from any 
port or place within the same, .for the purpose 
of carrying on any trade or traffic in slaves to 
any foreign country ; or for the purpose of pro¬ 
curing, from any foreign kingdom, place, or 
country, the inhabitants of such kingdom, place, 
or country, to be transported to any foreign 
country, port, or place, whaever, to be sold or 
disposed of as slaves; and if any ship or vessel 
shall be so fitted out, as aforesaid, for the said 
purposes, or shall be caused to sail, so as afore¬ 
said, every su ch ship or vessel, her tackle, furni¬ 
ture, apparel, and other appurtenances, shall be 
forfeited to theUnited States, and shall be liable 
to be seized, prosecuted, and condemned, in any 
c f the Circuit Courts or District Court for the 
district where the said ship or vessel may be 


d-.ubt of the fact that they intended to provide, ' 
in the most unequivocal manner, against the 1 
increase of that class of population by immigra¬ 
tion from Africa. No one could then have 
contemplated an object for which African emi¬ 
grants would be brought to this country, which 
is not clearly guarded against and forbidden 
by the law to which I am now referring. It is 
only necessary to add; that subsequent acts on 
the subject contain the same language. This 
view of the subject is strengthened by reference 
to the provisions of the act of 28th February, 
1803, (2,205.) The first section of that act is 
as follows: 

“ That from and after the lstday of April next, 
no master or captain of any-ship or vessel, or 
any other person, shall import cr bring,, or 
o inse to be imported or brought, any negro, 
mulatto, or other person of color, not being a 
native, citizen, or registered seaman of the Uni¬ 
ted States, or seamen natives of countries be¬ 
yond the Cape of Good Hope, into any port or 
place of the United States, which port or place 
shall be situated in any State which by law 
has prohibited, or shall prohibit, the admission 
or importation of such negro, mulatto, or other 
person of color; and if any captain or master 
aforesaid, or any other person, shall import, or 
bring or cause to be imported or brought, into 
any of the ports or places aforesaid, any of the 
persona whose admission or importation is pro¬ 
hibited as aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay 
the anm of $1,000 for. each and every negro, 
mulatto, or other person of color, aforesaid, 
brought or imported as aforesaid, to be sued 
for and recovered, by action of debt, in any 
court of the United States—one-half thereof 
to the use of Ihe United States, the other half 
to any person or persons prosecuting for the 
penalty ; and in any action instituted for the 
recovery of the penalty aforesaid, the person or 
persons sued may be held to special bail: 
Provided, always, That nothing in this act 
shall be construed to prohibit the admission of 
Indians.” 

It will be seen that Congress, by this act, 
undertook to co-operate with those States 
which, by State legislation, had interposed to 
prevent the importation of negroes into the 
country. At that time, the constitutional pro¬ 
hibition to which I have before referred re¬ 
strained Congress from the. exercise of the -ab¬ 
solute power of prohibiting such importation. 
The States, however, being under no such re¬ 
straint, had in several instances adopted meas¬ 
ures of their own ; and the act of 1803 shows 
the promptness of the General Government in 
exercising whatever power it possessed in fur¬ 
therance of the object. The language of this 
act is important in another view. It will 
be observed that its object is to prevent the 
importation into the United States of “ any 
negro, mulatto, or other person of color, not 
being a native, a citizen, or registered seaman 
of the United States, or seamen natives of 
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope.” It 
is not confined to slaves, or negroes bound to 
labor, but contemplates the exclusion, in the 
broadest terms, of all such persons, without re¬ 
gard to the character iu which they may be 
brought. It excludes free persons, as well as 
slaves and persons hound to labor or service. 
The only limitation in the act is, that it is con¬ 
fined to such persons as are prevented by the 
laws of any of the States from being impqrted 
into such States. 

At that time, there existed laws of some of 
the States, not only prohibiting the introduc¬ 
tion of negro slaves, but also free negroes. In¬ 
deed, the policy of the slaveholding States has 
always been opposed to the increase of its free- 
negro population ; and it is proper here to 
remark, that at the present time that policy is 
more earnestly sustained in those States than 
at at any previous period of her history. After 
this reference to the laws on the subject, it is 
hardly necessary to repeat, that if the applica¬ 
tion of Messrs. Lafitte & Co. contemplates the 
introduction of negroes into the United States 
from Africa, either in the character of slaves 
or as apprentices bound to service or labor, it 
is dearly in violation of both the letter and 
spirit of the law, and cannot be granted. 

The form of the application made by Messrs. 
Lafitte & Co. would seem to contemplate the 
introduction into the United States of negroes 
from Africa, entitled, on their arrival, to all the 
rights and privileges of freemen. The propo¬ 
sition upon its face is so absurd that it is hardly 
worthy of serious refutation. Messrs. Lafitte & 
Co. ask us to believe that their vessel, fitted out in 
the port of Charleston, S. C., is goiDg upon a 
voyage to Africa, to bring to some port in the 
United States a cargo of free negroes.. The 
port to which the vessel' expects to return is not 
indicated. It cannot be the one from which it 
sails, nor any other port in the State of South 
Carolina, as the introduction of free negroes 
into that State is wisely prohibited by stringent 
laws and heavy penalties. It cannot he the 
port of any other slaveholding State, as similar 
laws in each of those States alike forbid it. The 
reason for such laws is so manifest, that I do 
not feel called upon either to produce the evi¬ 
dence of their existence, or to justify the policy 
which led to their adoption. It is sufficient to 
know that the public mind of that section of the 
Union is not more cordially agreed upon any 
one subject, than upon the propriety and ne¬ 
cessity of prohibiting, as far as possible, an in¬ 
crease of the free-negro population ; and hence 
the laws to which I refer, prohibiting their im¬ 
portation from any place. 

Can it be that Messrs. Lafitte & Cp. propose 
to return, with their cargoes of free negroes, 
to a port in some of the non slaveholding States 7 
I am not aware of a single State where these 
new comers would receive a tolerant, much 
less a cordial, welcome; whilst, by stringent 
laws and constitutional provisions, some of 
them have provided for their unconditional ex- 


Mr. Chairman : The recent outrages committed 
by British cruisers upon American vessels, in- the 
Gulf of Mexico have excited—and, as 1 think, 
justly excited—the indignation of our people in 
every section of the Confederacy. No intention?, 
however good, no object, however laudable, can 
justify these seemingly persistent assaults upon 
our commerce. 

The ocean is the great highway of nations, and 
upon her bosom the ships of all are equal. The 
rights of nations to traverse the seas are as free, 
as absolute, and as equal, as are the rights of 
American citizens to travel the people's high¬ 
ways. As the citizens of every free country pos¬ 
sess a community of privileges within the State,., 
so each independent nation is regarded as a moral 
person, having its own distinctive identity, and' 
is in all respects precisely, equal to every other 
member in the sisterhood .of State?. No matter 
bow weak or how inconsiderable may be any 
given Power in the intercourse and transactions 
of nations, she stands upon equal footing with 
the largest and most powerful. 

This is a favorite and fundamental doctrine in 
international law, absolutely essential to the 
growth and freedom of commerce, the progress 
of civilization, and to the honor, integrity, arid' 
even existence of independent nationalities. 

Another principle, equally well grounded in 
reason and public law, and one of universal rec¬ 
ognition, is, that the jurisdibtion and distinctive 
sovereignty of each nation follow and cover its 
vessels to the remotest seas, rendering them as 
exempt from seizure and molestation upon the 
waters as the soil of their country from invasion 
upon the land. It follows as- a necessary corol¬ 
lary from these settled doctrines of international 
and, maritime law—doctrines forever fixed and 
forever closed to the discussions of mankind— 
that an assault upon, or an assumption of. .con¬ 
trol over, the ships of one country, no matter for 
•what cause, or under-what pretext, if against its 
consent, is an act of hostility, an invasion of na¬ 
tional jurisdiction, and a breach of public law, 
to the observance and vindication of which all 
are bound by considerations of the highest obli¬ 
gations and solemnity, and if avowed, constitute 
a just cause of. war. If, as is incontrovertible, 
our national sovereignty and jurisdiction follow 
and surround our ships upon the waters oft the 
world, their detention and search by British 
cruisers, though for the purpose of detecting and 
punishing crime, admits of no other or better 
justification than the invasion of the soil of the 
Union for similar purposes. The right of the 
United States to execute its penal laws is as ab- . 
solute and as exclusive as its right to makethem. 
To rigidly enforce -and faithfully execute our 
criminal code, whenever and wherever violated 


‘ claimed by Great Britain. While we have re- 
1 course to the necessary, and, indeed, the only 
‘ means for detecting imposture, the practice will 
1 be carefully guarded, and' limited to cases of 
‘ strong suspicion.” 

This claim of Great Britain, as thus defined 
and limited, has been uniformly resisted on the 
part of this-Government, as unfounded in public 
law, and an infraction of the freedom of the seas. 
Not so much, indeed, because in a given case the 
exercise of such' a limited claim must necessarily 
be, considered by itself, objectionable or offensive, 
as for the reason that no such qualified right is 
recognised by the law of nations, and is in its 
.nature “utterly incapable of practical execution, 
without leading to the gravest abuses, and peril¬ 
ing the peace of nations and the freedom of com¬ 
merce. The distinction sought to be drawn be¬ 
tween the “right of search” and the “right of 
visit” is not admitted by the Government of the 
United States. On the coritrary, this Govern¬ 
ment has. upon all occasions, as is believed, 
maintained and insisted that no such distinction 
chuld fie found in the writings of approved pub¬ 
licists or in the decisions of courts of admiralty, 
and. could net be carried into practice without 
necessarily drawing after it the right of search, 
and' the right to use whatever force might be 
necessary to render such search effectual. 

During the Administration of President Tyler, 
Mr. Webster, then Secretary of .State of -the .Uni¬ 
ted States, speakiD g in behalf of the Government, 
met this claim of Great Britain, and the dis¬ 
tinction upon which it was sought to be support¬ 
ed, in the following language: 

“ But if the vessel thus approached attempts 
’.to avoid the vessel approaching, or does not 
* comply with her commander’s order to send 
‘ him her papers for inspection,’nor consent to be 
1 visited or .detained, what is next to be done? 

‘ Is force to be used? And if force be used, may 
1 that force; be lawfully repelled? These ques- 
1 tions lead at once to the elementary principle, 

1 the essence of the British claim; Suppose the 
‘ merchant vessel be iu truth an American ves- 
‘ sel engaged. in lawful commerce, and that she 
‘ does not choose. to be detained—suppose she 
‘ resists the visit, what is the consequence? In. 
1 all bases in which the belligerent right of visit 
‘ exists, resistance to’the exefeise of that fight is 
‘ regarded as just'cause of condemnation, both 
‘ of vessel and cargo. Is that penalty, or what 
1 either penalty, to be incurred by resistance- to 
‘ visit in time of peace ? Or suppose that force 
‘ be met by force, gun-returned for gun, and the 
1 commander of the cruiser, or some of his sea- 
‘ men, be killed, -what description of offence wifi.. 


ris remarks, not only .because of the clearness 
ind brevity of the statement,; but also on ac- 
:ount of the* peculiar class, of-opinions which 
;hat distinguished statesman was supposed to 
represent, Mr. Calhoun said ; 

“ Congress, at an early day—as soon, in fact, 
as it could legislate on the subject under the 
Constitution—passed laws enacting severe pen- 
; alties .against the African slave trade. That 
was followed by the treaty of Ghent, which 
declared it to be irreconcilable with the prin- 
: ciples of humanity and justice, and stipulated 
that both of the parties—the United States and 
Great Britain—should use their best endeavor? 
to effect its abolition. Shortly after, an act of 
Congress was passed declaring it to be piracy, 
and a resolution was adopted by Congress re¬ 
questing the President to enter into arrange- 
: ments with other Powers for its suppression; 

: Great Britain, actuated by the same feeling, 
succeeded in making treaties witirthe European 
maritime Powers for its suppression; and, not 
long before the commencement of this negotia¬ 
tion, had entered into joint .stipulations with 
the five great Powers to back her on the ques¬ 
tion of search. She had thus acquired a gen¬ 
eral supervision of the trade along the African 
coast, so that, vessels carrying the flag of every 
other country, except burs, were subject, on 
that Coast, to the inspection of her cruisers; 
and to be captured if suspected of being en¬ 
gaged in the slave trade. In consequence, ours. 
became, almost the only flag used by those en¬ 
gaged in the trade, whether our own people or 
foreigners ; although our laws inhibited the 
traffic under, the severest penalties. 

“In this state of things, Great Britain put for¬ 
ward the claim of the right of search as indis¬ 
pensable to suppress a trade prohibited by the 
laws of the civilized world, and to the execu¬ 
tion of the laws and treaties of the nations 
associated with her by mutual engagements 
for its suppression. At this stage a corres¬ 
pondence took place between our late Minister 
at the. Court of St. James and Lord Palmer¬ 
ston on the subject, in which the latter openly 


‘ attained, it is confidently believed that the act- 
‘ ive exertions of even a few. nations would be 
1 sufficient entirely to suppress the slave trade.” 

Such was the judgment and such t,he spirit of 
the people’s Representatives, at that period, upon 
this important subject. They felt, in the lan¬ 
guage of Mr. Calhoun at a later period, that 
“something should be done." Again, in 1822, a 
committee of the House, raised upon the same 
subject, made an able and convincing report, in 
which, among other things, they said: 

“ But t,he conclusion to which your committee 
‘ has arrived, after consulting all the evidence 
1 within their reach, is, that the African slave 
‘ trade now prevails to a great extent, and that 
‘ its total suppression can never be effected by 
‘ the separate and disunited efforts of one of 
‘ more States; and, as the resolution to which 
‘ this report refers requires the suggestion of : 
1 some remedy for the defect?, if any exist, in the 
‘ system of laws for the suppression of this traf- 
‘ fie,, your committee beg leave to'call the atteh- 
‘ tion of the House to the report and aceompany- 
‘ ing documents, submitted to the last Congress 
‘ by the Committee on the Slave Trade, and to 
‘ make the same a part of this report. That re- 
1 port proposes, as a remedy for the existing evils 
‘ of the system, the concurrence of the United 
‘ States with one or all the maritime Powers of 
‘ Europe iu a modified and reciprocal right of J 


cumstanees, bound to lie by or wait the ap¬ 
proach of any other ship. She is at full liber¬ 
ty to pursue her voyage in her own way, and 
to use all necessary precautions to avoid any 
suspected sinister enterprise or hostile attack. 
Her right to the free use of the ocean is as per¬ 
fect as that of any other ship. An entire 
eqality is presumed to exist. She has a right 
to consult her own safety, but at the same 
time she must take care not to violate the rights 


‘ total suppression of the slave trade, 
yt is'with great delicacy that the committee 
have approached this subject; because they 
are aware that the remedy which they have 
presumed to recommend to the consideration 
of the House requires the,exercise of a power 
of another department of this Government, and 
that objections to the exercise of this power, in 
the mode here proposed, have • hitherto existed 


“ Your committee are confident, however, that 
these, Objections apply rather to a particular 
proposition for the exchange of the right of 
search, than to that modification of it which 


of others. She may use any precautions dicta¬ 
ted by the prudence or fears of her officers, 
either as to delay or the progress or course of 
her voyage ; but she is not at liberty to inflict 
injuries upon other innocent parties, simply be¬ 
cause of conjectural dangers. 

“ But if the vessel thus approached attempts 
to avoid the vessel approaching, or does not 
comply with her commander’s order to send 
him her papers for his inspection, nor consent 
to be visited or detained, what is next to be 
done ? Is force to be used ? And if force be 
nsed, may that force be lawfully repelled? 
These questions lead at once to the elemental 
principle—the^essenee of the British claim. 
Suppose the merchant vessel be in truth an 
American vessel engaged in lawful commerce, 
and that She does not choose to be detained. 
Suppose she resists the visit. What is the con¬ 
sequence ? In all cases in which the belliger¬ 
ent right of visit exists, resistance to the exer¬ 
cise of that right ia regarded as just cause cf 
condemnation both of vessel and cargo. Is 
that penalty, or what ether penalty, to be in¬ 
curred by resistance to visit in time of peace ? 
Or suppq?e that force be met by force, gnn 
returned for gun, and the commander of the 
cruiser or some of his seamen be killed ; wbat 
description of offence will have been commit¬ 
ted ? It would be said, in behalf of t.he com¬ 
mander of the cruiser, that he mistook the ves- 


and boldly claimed the right .of search, and 
which was promptly and decidedly repelled bn 
our side. We had long, since taken our s’tand 
against it, and had resisted its abuse as a bel¬ 
ligerent right at the month of the. cannon. 
Neither honor nor policy On our part could 
tolerate its- exercise, in time' of peace, in any 
form, whether in that of search, as- claimed by 
Lord Palmerston, or the less offensive and rea- 


The question . remains with us, whether any¬ 
thing shall be done. ’ Action, immediate and 
earnest action, is demanded, if for no other rea¬ 
son, in order to preserve- our faith and honor as 
a nation. We .are committed against this trade 
by an irreversible record. The Christain world 


izens, whether upon the land or. upon 
S a duty of the highest and sternesi 
, as well' laws against external at 
ternal crime. But to admit the unin- 
unreciprocal aid of a foreign Power it 


vited and unreciprocal aid of a foreign Power in 
the administration of onr laws, is at once a con¬ 
fession of weakness and a surrender of independ¬ 
ence. To tolerate such an unasked-for protec¬ 
torate, no matter under what pretences Sought to 
he imposed, would be, but the deserved forfeiture 
of national honor and the common respect of 
mankind. 

It would involve upon our part, as one of the 
great and enlightened Powers of the world, the' 
basest infidelity to those great principles of na- 


1 has been usually called ‘ visit,’ and what has 
1 been usually called ‘ search; ’ that the right of 
‘ visit, to be, effectual, must come, in the end, to 
‘ include search; and thus to exercise in peace 
‘ an authority which- the law of nations only 
‘ allows in times of ,war. If Such well-known 


the condition to the civil and commercial free¬ 
dom of the world. 

No nation can-arrogate to herself the police arid 
espionage of the ocean, without violating its free¬ 
dom and trampling upon the honor and rights 
of others. By the law of nature and nations, 
American ships upon the high Seas are as free 
as the billows over which they bound, and the 
stars upon the flag they carry are as high above- 
the reach of foreign invasion as the stars they 
symbolize. 

The plea under which these assaults Upon our 
commercial rights by tbe Government of Great 
Britain are sought to be excused, if not justified, 
is her desire, which I do not doubt is sincere, to 
suppress the African slave trade—a traffic long., 
since declared piracy by the laws, of both coun¬ 
tries, and now prosecuted with increased aetivity 
and comparative impunity, under the fraudulent- 
assumption of the flag of the United States. If 
the practice complained of could admit of any 
apology, none more potent could be devised. 
The Christian world for more than half a cen- ’ 
tury have united in branding the accursed trade 
as a crime against nature and humanity, as un¬ 
paralleled in its intrinsic atrocity, and aggrava¬ 
ted to the climax of horror by the circumstances 
of cruelty attendant upon its prosecution. 

The fact that a foreign trade in human beings, 
a commerce which Jefferson more than eighty 
years ago, while yet in the freshness of his man¬ 
hood and the dawn of his great fame, denounced 
as “ the opprobrium of infidel Powers," should, 
in the last half of the nineteenth century, be re¬ 
vived, and vigorously and notoriously carried on 
under the protection of a Qhristian flag, isjveli. 
calculated to induce the more humane of our 
people to acquiesce in the claim and practice,of 
the English Government, now again, as often 
heretofore, made the subject of complaint. This 
leaning towards acquiescence is rendered the more 
powerful, from the fact that the prosecution of.' 
the traffic is supposed to' command the syinpa.-' 
tby, if not the indirect co-operation, of an infiu- 


‘ What writers of authority oh public law, what 
‘ adjudication in courts of admiralty, what pub- 
‘ lie treaties, recognise-it? ; No such recognition 
‘ has presented itself to the Government of the 
‘ United States; but, on the contrary, it under- 
‘ stands that public .writers, courts of law, and. 
‘ solemn treaties, have for two centuries used 
‘ the, words ‘visit’ and ‘search’ in the same 
1 sense. What Great Britain and the United 
‘ States mean by the ‘right of search,’ in its 
‘.broadest sense, is called by continental writers 
1 and jurists by no other name than the ‘right 
‘ of visit.’ Visit, therefore, as it has been un- 
1 derstood, implies not only a, right to inquire 
‘ into the national character, but to detain the 
“vessel, to stop the progress of the voyage, to 
‘ examine papers, to decide on their regularity 


common humanity- arraign and condemn it as 
the most atrocious, of crimes, and call for its im¬ 
mediate suppression. 

From the catalogue of human wrongs, this has 
been singled out’ for ignominy and extinction by 
the judgment of the world. From that tribunal, 
by which its doom .has been pronounced, there 
is no appeal. 

Towards the consummation of a great object, 
so devoutly to be wished, the. Rep ttbli© is pledged 
to no undistinguished part. The-glory of first 
branding the traffic.and initiating the policy for 
its suppression’is ours. If we are true to our¬ 
selves, we shall labor to deserve the cbief plau¬ 
dits of the world in the hour of final sueeess. 

It is a law of the chase, that the huntsman who 
starts the game is entitled to be in at the death- 
Let the Republic, which inaugurated the en¬ 
terprise, lead the nations in the pursuit, and to 
the fame .of its beginning add the brighter lustre 
of its close. 

Instead of vigorously and earnestly employ¬ 
ing the means and remedies we already have, or 
devising new and more effectual measures to 
suppress the evil, we seem at least to stand in 
the way of its suppression. That the .foreign 
slave trade has of late largely increased, and is 
now principally prosecuted under the cover of 
the American flag, is notorious. This has been 
lately charged by the Government of Great Brit- 


this forbidden trade, not by mixed tribunals 
sitting in a foffeign country, but by existing 
-.■Quits of competent jurisdiction in the United 
States.; they propose the same disposition of 
the captured Africans now authorized by law ; 
and, least of all, their detention in America. 

\ “ They contemplate an exchange ot this right 
; which shall be in all respects reciprocal-; an 
exchange which, deriving its sole authority 
from treaty, would exclude the'pretension— 
which no. nation, however, has presumed -to set 
up—that this right can be derived from the 
law of nations ; and, further, they have limited 
it, in their conception of its application, not only 
to certain latitudes, and to a certain distance 
from the coast of Africa,, but to a small number 
: of vessels- to. be. employed by each Power, and 
; to be previously designated. The visit and 
search, thus restricted, it’ is believed, would 
; insure the co-operation .of one great maritime 
: Power in the proposed exchange, and guard it 


American vessel the right of self-defence ? The 
I writers of authority declare it to be a principle 
of natural law, that the privilege of self defence 
exists against an assailant who mistakes the 
object of his attack for another whom he had 
the right to assail. 

“ Lord_ Aberdeen cannot fail to see, therefore, 
what serious consequences might ensue if it 
were to be,admitted that this claim to visit, in 
time of peace, however limited or defined, 
should he permitted to exist as a strict matter 
of right; for if it exists as a right, it must be 
followed by corresponding dnties and obliga¬ 
tions, and the failure to fulfil those duties 
would naturally draw penal consequences af-er 
it, till ere long it would become, iu truth, little 
less or little other than the belligerent right of 


‘ board for enemies’ property, and into the busi- , 
‘ ness in which the vessel is engaged. In -other 
‘ words, it prescribes the entire right of bellig-. 


‘ words,-it prescribes the entire right of bellig-. 
‘ erent visitation and search;” * * * 

“ On the whole, the Government of the United 
‘ States, while it has not conceded a mutual right 
“of visit or search, as has been done by the par- 
‘ ties to the quintuple treaty of December, 1841,’ 
‘ does not admit that, by the law and practice 
‘ of nations, there is any such thing as a right 
‘ of visit-, distinguished by well-known rules and 
“‘ definitions from the right of search.” * * * 
Again: Mr. Cass, in a letter of recent date, 
addressed to Lord Napier, who, in his note of 
December last, had reaffirmed the pretended, 
“ right of visitation,” restates the American doc¬ 
trine in these words: ‘ 

“Your Lordship, while stating that it is the 
‘ habit of vessels upon the. coast of Africa to 
‘ hoist the American flag as a protection against 
'‘ British;cruisers, remarks that ‘this precaution 
1 does not protect the slaver from visit, but ex- 
‘ onerates her from search.’ The distinction 
‘ here taken between the right of visitation and 
‘ the right of Bearch, between an entry for the 
‘ purpose of examining into the national charac- 
‘ ter of a vessel and an entry for the purpose of 
‘ examining into the objects of her voyage, can- 
‘ not'be justly maintained upon any recognised 
‘ principle of the law of nations. To the former, 

• Lord Palmerston, in his correspondence with 


who make Slavery expansion and the increased 
supply of slave laborers a cardinal principle of 
their political creed, While at the same time it 
must be confessed that no very effectual means 
or efforts are made, on the pan of the Adminis¬ 
tration or the Federal authorities, to prevent or 
punish the piratical use to which the flag of the 
Republic is thus shamelessly prostituted. 

But be it remembered, that a great good may 
be purchased at too dear a rate. There is no 
single object within the compass or contempla¬ 
tion of the social effort, so commanding or desira¬ 
ble a3 to justify for its accomplishment: the sac-', 
rifice of any one of those great principles which 
lie at the foundation of a broader, philanthropy, 


* ‘ the vessel must be navigated according to 
‘ law.’ To permit a foreign officer to board the 
;‘. vessel of another Power, to assume command 
‘ in her,' to call for and examine her papers, to 
‘pass judgment upon her character, to decide 
‘.the broad inquiry whether she.is navigated ac- 
‘ cording to law, and to send'her in at pleasure 
1 for trial, cannot be submitted to by any inde- 
‘•pendent nation without injury and .dishonor. 
‘ The United- States deny the right of the cruisers 
‘ of any other Power whatever, for any purpose 


The note of Lord Napier to Gen. Gass, of the 
24th of December last, contains, on this subject, 
a.mortifying statement.of facts, and. a noble and 
generous appeal. He says 

“ It has been my duty, under the instructions 
‘ of her Majesty’s Government', to draw your at- 
‘ tention verbally, on several occasions, to the. 
‘ present activity of the African slave trade, to 
‘ the fact that it is now chiefly prosecuted by 
‘ the Criminal and fraudulent assumption of the 
‘ United States flag, and to the-incommensurate 
‘ means which are employed for its suppression. 

“ I have also,, in an official letter of the 16th 
‘ of September last, conveyed to you the hope 
‘ of her Majesty’s Government that their increas- 
‘ ing efforts for -the extinction of this traffic may 
‘ be supported by the hearty co-operation of the 
‘ naval forces of the United States. * * * 

“ Since I had the honor of addressing yon, 

‘ additional evidence has transpired of the abuses 
‘ to which I have alluded. I have been directed 
‘ by the Earl of Clarendon, to make,a written 
‘ communication to you of certain particulars 
‘ hereafter stated, and f deem the occasion proper 
‘ for presenting at the same time such a general 
‘ view of the "subject as the materials at my 
1 command afford, and which, I trust, notwith- 
‘ standing its incompleteness, Will furnish the 
‘ United States Cabinet with ground for serious 
‘ deliberation, and for repressive measures of an 
‘ energetic character. 

“ The demand for slaves in the Cuban market 
1 is supplied by vessels constructed, purchased; 

‘ and often possessed and fitted out in the ports 
‘ of the United States-. The number of ships so 
‘ employed cannot be.exactly, ascertained, but in 
‘ the opinion of competent judges it is consider- 
‘ able, and? increasing. 

‘‘.The accompanying extracts from the official. 
‘ correspondence of her Majesty’s consular a'u- 
‘ thorities in Cuba and ihe reports of the British 
‘ functionaries on • the coarit of Africa, which 
‘ I have also the honor to enclose, are submitted 
‘ to the attention of the Government of the Uni- 
‘ ted States, in the belief that similar information 
‘ has nbt reached them from any other quarter. 

“ The vessels engaged in this branch of the 
1 slave trade, which alone possess any vigor or 


The language of the act of 1800 is the same 
in this respect. Both contemplate, in general 
terms, the prevention of the trade in slaves. 
When, however, in 1807, and subsequent there¬ 
to, Oengress undertook to prevent the importa¬ 
tion of slaves into the United States, the lan¬ 
guage of the law was made more stringent and 
< omprehensive. The first section of the act 
if 1807 provides, “ That from and after the 
first day of January, one thousand eight hun- 


Lookiqg beyond the legislation which has 
been had on the subject by the General Govern¬ 
ment, and both the slaveholding and the non¬ 
slaveholding States, I may be permitted to re 
fer, in this connection, to the various repeated 
and earnest efforts which have been made, in 
every section of the Union, to provide for the 
removal from oar midst of this most unfortu¬ 
nate class. However variant the motives 
which have induced these efforts with different 
persons, in different sections of the country, 
they all exhibit an earnest desire to diminish, 
rather than increase, the free-negro population 
This pubfic opinion, thus manifested in every 
form, is familiar to every one; and it would be 
doing great injustice to the intelligence of 
Messrs. Lafitte & Co. to suppose that they 
alone were ignorant of it. 

Where, then, do they intend to land their 
cargo of free negroes? What is the motive 
which induces the enterprise ? It cannot be 
the profits of the voyage. There are. no Afri¬ 
can emigrants seeking a passage to this coun¬ 
try ; and if there were, they have no means of 
remunerating Messrs. Lafitte & Co. for bring¬ 
ing them. The motive cannot be mere philan¬ 
thropy; for it would confer no benefit upon 
these negroes to bring them to our shores, 
where, if permitted to land at all, it would only 
be to occupy our pest-houses, hospitals, and 
prisons. To believe, under these circumstances, 
that there is a bona fide purpose, on the part 
of Messrs. Lafitte & Co;, to bring African emi¬ 
grants to this country, to enjoy the rights and 
privileges of freemen, would require an amount 
of credulity that would justly subject, the person 
so believing to the charge of mental imbeeili 
ty. The conviction is irresistible, that the ob¬ 
ject of the proposed enterprise is to bring 
these “African emigrants” into the-country, 
with the view either of making slaves of them, 
or of holding them to service or labor. If so, 
it is an attempt to evade the laws of the coun¬ 
try on the Subject of African importation, to 
which I have called your attention. 

Ordinarily, it would he an unsafe rule for a 
public officer to act upon the suspicion of a 
! purpose on the part of another to violate the 
laws cf the country ; but in this case it is put 
ho clearly beyond the reach of doubt, that I think 
that you not only can, but that you are in duty 
bound to act upon the presumption, that it ie 
the intention of Messrs. Lafitte & Co. to evade 
the laws of the United States, and you should 


arid, elaborated and established by the wisd< 
and experience of ages, furnish those priinr 
processes by which alone the freedom and cl 
ilization of the race are to be cafried forwd 
to their ultimate perfect triumph. Progress 
a law of our humanity, but the improvement 
men and of nations advances by principles as fix 
as those which have brought the,physical ui 


.mong the principles of international law, nc 
better settled than those to which I ha 
rred. The Government of Great J^ritain p 


II mu3t be conceded, I think, that the position, 
early taken upon this important question by this 
•Government, and steadily maintained on all oc¬ 
casions and by all -parties down to the present 
hour, is impregnable, on the ground both of 
authority-and principle. The doctrine contended 
for by Great Britain would.be not only an inter¬ 
polation of a new principle into the maritime 
code of the world, but, as it seems to me, an in¬ 
fraction of sound policy, incompatible with the 
interest , of .commerce, the freedom of the seas, 
■the independence of States,, and the peace of the 


‘ from the danger of abuse.. 

“ Your committee cannot doubt that the peo- 
‘ pie of America have the intelligence to dis- 
‘ tinguish between the right of searching a neu- 
‘ tral on the high seas in time of war, claimed 
‘ by some belligerents, and that mutual, restrict- 
‘ ed, ahd peaceful concession, by treaty,’suggested' 
‘ by your committee, and which is demanded in 
‘ the name of suffering humanity.” 

The proposition was earnestly and ably second¬ 
ed by Mr. Monroe. Negotiations were entered 
upon for the purpose of securing the object, and 
in March, 1824, a convention between the Uni¬ 
ted States and. tile Government of Great Britain 
was actually signed, in which, among other things 
stipulated for, was “ the right of visiting, cap- 
1 turing, and delivering over for trial, the merchant 
‘vessels of. the other engaged in the traffic of 
‘ slaves.” This right to be administered and ex¬ 
ecuted “ by such commissioned- officers of their 
‘ respective navies as shall be furnished with in- 
‘ structions for executing the laws of their re- - 
spective countries against the slave trade.” 

The Senate amended the convention so as to 
exclude from its operation the “ coasts of Amcr? 
tea." By reason of this amendment, it failed to 
receive the ratification, of the-English Govern¬ 
ment, and so the negotiation tailed of its object. 
The whole subject has.been a fruitful source of 
protracted controversy between the two Gov¬ 
ernments. 

The controversy should be terminated, and 
terminated in a way not only compatible with 
t.he honor of both countries, but in the cordial 
adoption of such mutual and remedial measures 
as shall sweep from the seas a system of piracy' 
the most guilty and stupendous in'the annals 
of human crime. 

The world looks in confident expectation for 
the accomplishment of a great purpose; and, in 
this attitude of profound anxiety, awaits the 
vindication of our sincerity, and the faithful re¬ 
demption of our pledges. 


On tbe 28th of March, 1843, Mr. Webster, in 
an elaborate despatch to Mr. Everett, which the 
latter was directed to communicate to Lord 
Aberdeen; replied to the British construction of 
the Ashburton treaty, and reviewed at length 
the grounds on which it was impossible for the 
United States to accede to the British claim in 
relation to the right of search. As this paper 
wag the last*formal declaration made on the 
subject by our Government at that time, we 
quote so muoh of the document as will serve to 


fesses to admit them to their fullest extent, and 
to be governed by them. She admits that the. 
right of search is strictly a belligerent right, and 
cannot be exercised in time of peace, unless such 
right be granted by treaty stipulation, but seeks 
to draw a distinction between tbe right of search,' 
as defined by public law, and a right of visita¬ 
tion, in suspicioHs cases, for The purpose merely- 
of ascertaining the ■Vessel's nationality. The 
claim of the British Government is clearly and 
fairly stated in a note addressed by Lord Aber¬ 
deen to Mr. Stevenson, when our Minister at the 
Court of St. James, under date of October 13, 
1841. It contains these words : 

“ The undersigned readily admits that to visit, 
‘ and search American vessels, in time of peace, 

‘ when that right of search is not granted by 
‘ treaty, would be an infraction of public law 
‘ and a violation of national dignity and inde- 
‘ pendence. Bnt no such right is asserted. We 
‘ sincerely desire to respect the vessels of the 
‘ United States ; but we may reasonably expect 
‘ to know what it really i3 that we respect. 

‘ Doubtless the flag is prima facie evidence of the 
‘ nationality of the vessel; and if this evidence 
‘ were in its nature Conclusive and irrefragable, 

‘ it ought to preclude all further inquiry. But 
‘ it is sufficiently notorious that the flags of all 
‘ nations are liable to be assumed by those who 
‘ have no right or title to bear them. Mr. Ste- 
‘ venson' himself fully admits the extent to which 
‘ the American flag has been employed.for the 
1 purpose of covering this infamous traffic. * * * 

‘ The undersigned renounces all pretension on 
‘ the part of the British Government to visit and 
‘ search American vessels in time*of peace, nor 
‘ is it as American that such vessels are ever 


L the United States will not be reversed. The 
question, so far as we ate concerned, must be 
considered as closed. A doctrine so uniformly 
and resolutely maintained for more than half a 
century, and to'which we are so fully committed, 
cannot how be surrendered without national in¬ 
consistency an'd'dishonor. To incur-these, the 
United States cannot afford. 

But this very position, so liable to be attrib¬ 
uted to indifference on the part of the United 
States to the slave trade, especially at this un¬ 


traffic is assuming unusbal magnitude and bold- 
nesa v lays us under stern and peculiar.obligations 
to employ the whole energies of the Government 
■for the suppression of this unnatural crime. We 


‘ zens, by .colonial Spaniards, or by foreign resi- 
‘ dents in the Union, whether issuing from the 
‘ harbors of the United States of from those of 
‘ C.uba, have row- embraced tbe almost universal 
‘ habit of hoisting the colors of the United States 
‘ for the purpose of sheltering themselves against 
‘ the scfutiny'oft the British cruisers.” - 

The Secretary of State of the United States 
admits that he has no-doubt but that “his lord- 
‘ ship is correct, in the. statement that the Ameri- 
‘ can flag has been fraudulently assumed by the 
‘ vessels of other nations engaged in the traffic,” 
but gives in his long and elaborate reply no as¬ 
surance or promise to the country or- the world 
that any very effectual measures will be prose¬ 
cuted, at leas.t during this Administration, to 
arrest the evils Ooihpiained of, or prevent the pi¬ 
ratical prostitution and use of our flag. 

. -There.is, in my judgment, nothing wanting to 
secure the complete destruction and overthrow 
of the slave trade, at babe and forever, except the 
cordial and earnest co-operation of the,United 
States with the'maritime Powers of Europe" in 
such reciprocal measures as the ^wisdom and ex¬ 
perience of the past have shown would be both 
effective and feasible for the accomplishment of 
the end proposed. 

Some plan provided for by treaty with Great 
Britain and the.other prineipal-ljuropean Powers, 
and conceding, on our part the mutual and equal- 
right of Visitation and Searoh', is believed'to be 


i as criminal, and to whom we ii 
commended the policy of its exti 
r e it to the manly records oftour 
; expectations of our future’—to 
of humanity and Christian civil 


That such reciprocal n 
be administered, under si 
well-defined limitations 


t might; successfully 
. well-regulated and 
would prevent any 
se, cannot be doubt- 


serious inconvenience or abuse, cannot be doubt 
ed. The evil is not beyond the reach of humai 
remedies; and wherever there is a will there ii 


If we deny the right oft Great Brit 


1 tice of the British navy, and> as the under- 
; signed believes, of all navies' in the world, to 
: ascertain, by visit, the real nationality of meri- 
‘ chant vessels met with on the high seas, if there, 
'be good reasons to.apprehend their illegal 


see to it that we execute them ourselves. If we 
deny the right of that Power to detect and ex¬ 
pose the piratical use of our flag, let us testify 
our professed detestation- of the piracy by the 
vigorous application of our own remedies. In 
the generous movement.of the enlightened Pow.- 
.ers of the world for the suppression of a general 
commerce in human bodies — a commerce to 
which i-ommon humanity is sacrificed to the lust 
.of unholy gains—iet not the United States man¬ 
ifest its indifference by enacting the part of the 
dog in the manger. 

The fact that we have resisted the pretension 
of the British Government as well to the right 
of visitation as of search, and claimed for our 
flag absolute inviolability upon the highway 
of nations, coupled with our refusal hitherto 


The concession would be as compatible with 
national honor a? consonant with the Christian 
sentiment of the world. Whatever rights are 
conceded in furtherance of a common end, equiv¬ 
alent rights would be yielded in return; and 
equality is uot'dishonor. 

To a. fair and equal concurrence in a scheme 
of this character, the United States has been re¬ 
peatedly invited, and has as often, and, in my 
judgment, without sufficient reasons, declined. 


without evidence of earnest effort, on the part of 
certain departments of the Government, to in¬ 
duce the proposed co-operatibn. 

In 1820, so much of the annual message of Mr. 
Monroe as related to the suppression of the slave 
trade was referred: to a special cdmriiitteri Of the 
House of Representatives.' In their report, sub¬ 
sequently submitted to the House, the committee 


“ The undersigned admits, that if the British'’ 
cruiser should possess a knowledge of the Amer- I 
: ican character of any vessel, his visitation of 
; such vessel would be entirely unjustifiable. He 
: further admits, that so much respect and honor 
‘ are due to the American flag, that no vessel 
‘ bearing it ought to be visited by a British 
‘ cruiser, except under the most grave suspicions 


world in their common efforts to suppress the 
trade by'yielding the mutual right of search, 
through treaty stipulation, has led, as might well 
have been foreseen, to the general and fraudulent 
use of our national ensign to cover and protect 
this great .crime. These facts are so well put by 
Mr. Calhoun, in his able defence of the Ashbur¬ 
ton treaty, I beg leave to read an extract from 


‘■‘ On this Subject the United States, having led 
the' way, owe it to themselves- to give their influ¬ 
ence and cordial co-operation to any measure 
that will accomplish the great'and good pur¬ 
pose ; but this- happy result, experience has 
demonstrated, cannot be realized by any. sys¬ 
tem, exeept a concession by the maritime Pow¬ 
ers to each other’s ships of war of a qualified 
right of search. If this object was generally 


trine of the British Government: 

“ The right asserted is a right to ascertain 
whether a merchant vessel is justly entitled to 
the protection of the flag which she may hap¬ 
pen to have hoisted, Such vessel beiDg in cir¬ 
cumstances which render her liable to the sns'- 
picion, first, that she is not entitled to the 
protection of the flag; and secondly, that, if 
not entitled to it, she is, either by the law of 
England, as an English vessel, or under the 
provisions of treaties with certain European 
Powers,-subject to the supervision and search 
of British cruisers.- 

“ And yet Lord Aberdeen says ‘that if, in 
the exercise of this right, either from involun¬ 
tary error or in spite of every precaution, loss 
or injury should he sustained, a prompt repa¬ 
ration would be afforded.’ 

“ It is nbt easy to perceive how these conse¬ 
quences can be admitted justly to flow from 
the fair exercise of a clear right. If injury be 
produced by the exercise of a right, it would 
seem strange that it should be repaired as if it 
had been the effect of a wrongful act. The 
general rule of law certainly is, that, in the 
proper and prudent exercise of his own right, 
no one is answerable for undesigned injuries. 
It maybe said that the right is a qualified 
right; that it is a right to do certain acts of 
force, at the risk of turning out to be wrong 
doers, and of being made answerable for all 
damages. But such an argument would prove 
every trespass to be matter of right, subject 
only to just responsibility. If force were al¬ 
lowed to such reasoning in other cases, it would 
follow that an individual’s right in his own 
property was hardly more than a well-founded 
claim for compensation if he should be depriv¬ 
ed of it. But compensation is that which is 
rendered for injury, and is not commutation or 
forced equivalent for acknowledged rights. It 
implies, at least in its general interpretation, 
the commission of some wrongful act. 

“But, without pressing further these inquiries 
into the accuracy and propriety of definitions 
and the use of words, I proceed.to draw your 
attention to the thing itself, and to consider 
what .these acts are which the British Govern¬ 
ment insists its cruisers have a right to per¬ 
form, and to what consequences they naturally 
and necessarily tend. An eminent member of 
the House of Commons thus states the British 
claim, and his statement is acquiesced in and 
adopted by the first Minister of the Crown : 

“ 1 The claim of this country is for the right 
of our cruisers to ascertain whether a merchant 
vessel is justly entitled to the proteotion of the 
flag which she may happen to have hoisted, 
such vessel being in circumstances which ren¬ 
dered her liable to the suspicion, first, that she | 
was ,pot entitled to the protection of the flag ; 
and, secondly, if not entitled to it, she was, 
either under the law of nations or the pro¬ 
visions’of treaties, subject to the supervision 
and control of onr cruisers.’ 

“ Now, the question is, by what means is this 
ascertainment to be effected ? 

“As we understand the general and settled 
rules of public law, in respect to ships of war 
sailing under the authority of their Govern¬ 
ment, ‘ to arrest pirates and other public of- 
fenders,’ there is no reason why they may not 
approach any vessels descried at sea, for the 
purpose of ascertaining their real characters. 
Such a right of approach seems indispensable 
for the fair and discreet exercise of their au¬ 
thority ; and the use of it cannot be justly 
deemed indicative of any design to insult or 
injure those they approach, or to impede them 
in their lawful commerce. On the other hand, 
it ia as cleat: that no skip ia, under such cir- 


“ If visit or visitation be not accompanied by 
search, it will be in most eases merely idle. A 
sight of papers may be demanded, and papers 
may be produced. But it is known that slave 
tfaders carry false papers, and different sets of 
papers. A search for other papers, then, mnst 
be made where suspicion justifies it, or else the 
whole proceeding would be nugatory. In sus¬ 
picious eases, the language and general ap¬ 
pearance of the crew are among the means of 
ascertaining the national character of the ves¬ 
sel. The cargo on board also often indicates 
.the . country from which she comes. Her leg- 
books, showing the previous course and events 
of her voyage,.her internal fitment and equip¬ 
ment, are all evidences for her, or against her, 
on her allegation of character. These matters, 
it is obvious, can only be ascertained by rigor¬ 
ous search. 

“ It may bs asked, if a vessel may not be 
called on to show her papers, Why does she 
carry papers ? No doubt she may be called 
on to show her papers; but the question is, 
where, when, and by whom ? Not in time of 
peace, on the high seas, where her rights are 
equal to the rights of any other vessel, and 
where none has a right to molest her. The 
ub 6 Of her papers is, in time of war, to prove 
her neutrality when visited by belligerent cruis¬ 
ers ; and in both peace and war to show her 
national character, and the lawfulness of her 
voyage, in those ports of other countries to 
which she may proceed for purposes of trade. 

“ It appears to the Government of the United 
States that the view of this whole subject which 
is the most naturally taken is also the most 
legal, and most in analogy with other eases. 
British cruisers have a right to detain British 
merchantmen for certain purposes; and they 
have a right, acquired by treaty, to detain mer¬ 
chant vessels ot several other nations, for the 
same purposes. But they have no right at all 
to detain an American merchant vessel. This 
Lord Aberdeen admits in the fullest manner. 
Any detention of an American vessel by a 
British cruiser is therefore a wrong, a trespass; 
although it may be done under the belief that 
she was a British vessel, cr that she belonged 
to a nation which had conceded the right cf 
sush detention to the British cruisers, and the 
trespass therefore an involuntary trespass. If 
a ship of war, iu thick weather, or inthe dark¬ 
ness of the night, fire upon ard sink a neutral 
vessel, under the belief that she is an enemy’s 
vessel, this is a trespass, a mere wrong, and 
cannot be said to be an act done under any 
right, accompanied by responsibility for dama¬ 
ges. So if a civil cfficer on land have 
process against one individual, and through 
mistake arrest another, this arrest is wholly 
tortious ; no one would think of saying that it 
was done under any lawful exercise of authori¬ 
ty, subject only to responsibility, or that it was 
anything but a mere trespass, though an unin¬ 
tentional trespass. The municipal law dees 
not undertake to lay down beforehand any 
rule for the government of such eases ; and as 
little, in the opinion of the Government of the 
United States, does the public law of the world 
lay down beforehand any rule for the govern¬ 
ment of cases of involuntary trespasses, deten¬ 
tions, and injuries at sea ; except that in both 
classes of cases law and reason make a dis¬ 
tinction between injuries committed through 
mistake and injuries committed by design; the 
former being entitled"to fair and just compen¬ 
sation, the latter demanding exemplary dam¬ 
ages, and sometimes personal punishment. 
The Government of the United States has 
frequently made known its opinion, which it 
now repeats, that the practice of detaining 
American vessels, though subject to just com¬ 
pensation, if such detention afterwards turn 
out to have been without good cause, however 
guarded by instructions, or however cautiously 
exercised, EecesBarily leads to serious injcon- 
veniencs and injury. The amount of loss can¬ 
not be always well ascertained. Compensation, 
if it be adequate in the amount, may still, 
necessarily, be long delayed ; and the pendency 
of such claims always proves troublesome to 
the Government of both countries. These 
detentions, too, frequently irritate individuals, 
cause warm blood, and produce nothing but ill 
effects on the amicable relations existing be¬ 
tween the countries. We wish, therefore, to 
put an end to them, and to avoid all occasions 
for their recurrence. 

“ Oni the whole, the Government of the 
United States, while it has not conceded a mu¬ 
tual right of visit or search, as has been done 
by the parties to the quintuple treaty of Decem¬ 
ber, 1841, does not admit that by the law aDd 
practice of nations there is any such thing as 
a right of visit, distinguished by well-known 
rules and definitions from the right of search. 
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